
 
LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 
July 7, 2021 
6:00 p.m. 
Remote 

Approved:  August 4, 2021 

Call to Order 
Chair Kerry McQuillin called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance  6:01 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
Members present:  Kerry McQuillin, Jim Jansen, Cathy LeSuer, Chad Robinson, Rayne Legras, 

and Jolene Thomson  
 
Members absent:  Bill Ryals  
 
Approval of April 7, 2021, and May 5, 2021, Minutes 6:02 p.m. 

Motion: Commissioner Jolene Thomson moved to approve the April 7, 2021, minutes as presented. 
Commissioner Cathy LeSuer seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Thomson moved to approve the May 5, 2021, minutes as presented. 
Commissioner LeSuer seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 

 
Business from the Public 6:04 p.m. 

None. 
 

Business from Staff 6:04 p.m. 
Planning Supervisor Scott Whyte introduced Matthew Ruettgers as the new Community Development 
Director. Ruettgers gave a brief history of his work with the City. Whyte spoke about a likely new hire 
that would start July 30, 2021, and a Planner I staff person who is leaving the City on the same date. 
Whyte also said David Martineau is returning to the City in a different position than previous.  
 
Whyte spoke about Section 2.76 of the Albany Municipal Code, shared his screen* with a copy of the 
Code, and spoke to commissioners about the goals and authority of the commission. Ruettgers said 
staff is working on amendments to make Article 7 more user friendly and may look to schedule joint 
meetings with the city council and the landmarks commission. 
 
Whyte spoke about the City’s active Certified Local Government Grant and said all the projects identified 
under the grant will be completed by August 31, 2021. Whyte, and Rebecca Bond from the Albany 
Visitors Association, spoke about another grant that paid for an audio tour of downtown. Bond 
explained how the voice over, and associated Albany Explorer app, work. 
 
Responding to a question from LeSuer, Bond said there was not a lot of participation in the preservation 
month porch decorating event, though it may be worth trying something similar next year. 
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Business from the Commission 6:32 p.m. 
LeSuer said there was a group that could offer realtors continuing education credits for a 
commission-designed training on historic properties. Both Commissioner Rayne Legras and Thomson 
volunteered to help LeSuer work with realtors and develop a training. 
 
Whyte spoke about the letter to historic property owners and addressed staff’s proposed changes as 
presented in the agenda packet. Legras identified a clerical change to the letter. Ruettgers said the 
out-of-date information on the letter will be updated before the next meeting. 
 
Commissioner Jim Jansen spoke about a house on Ellsworth Street that was under construction without 
permits or approval from landmarks commission. Jansen said he called the City about the property and 
a stop-work order was put on the construction.  
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Chad Robinson about procedure for reporting work 
without permits, Whyte and Ruettgers recommended commissioners call the City if they have concerns 
about projects. 
 
Commissioners Legras, LeSuer, Jansen, McQuillin, and Robinson spoke in favor of returning to in-person 
meetings. Commissioner Thomson said she would like to keep the option of attending meetings 
virtually. 
 

Next Meeting Date 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is on Wednesday, August 4, 2021. 
 
Adjournment  
Hearing no further business, McQuillin adjourned the meeting at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Gabriel Shepherd     Scott Whyte 
Recorder      Planning Supervisor 
 
 

*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. The documents 
are available by emailing cdaa@cityofalbany.net. 
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