
 
LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

AGENDA 
 

cityofalbany.net 
   

Microphones will be muted and webcams will be turned off for 
presenters and members of the public unless called upon to speak. 

If participant(s) disrupt the meeting, the participant(s) microphone 
and webcam will be turned off. 

If disruption continues, the participant(s) will be removed from the 
meeting.  

Wednesday, July 7, 2021 
This meeting will be conducted remotely.  

At 6:00 p.m., join the meeting from your computer, tablet, or smartphone,  
by clicking the link below: 

https://www.gotomeet.me/CommunityDevelopmentCityofAlbany/landmarks 
You can use your microphone or dial in using your phone. 
Call: +1 (408) 650-3123 (long distance charges may apply) 

Access code/Meeting Id: 368-235-021 
 
 
 

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance  

2. Roll Call 

3. Approval of Minutes 

a. April 7, 2021 
b. May 5, 2021 

4. Business from the Public 
Persons wanting to address the commission during “business from the public” must send their written 
comments by email to CDAA@cityofalbany.net. Please limit comments to one page and include your 
name and address. Emails received before 3:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting will be read aloud during 
“business from the public.” 

5. Business from Staff  (Staff) 

(a) Staff hiring updates (introduce Matthew Ruettgers, new Community Development Director)  
(b) Refresher – Chapter 2.76 of Albany Municipal Code – Landmarks Commission (attached) 
(c) CLG Grant Update (Scott Whyte, Planning Supervisor) 

6. Business from the Commission  

(a) Education/ Outreach:  
1 )  Presentation to Realtors Association 
2 )  Letter for property owners in historic districts, from February 3 agenda with staff recommended 

edits to letter (attached).  

7. Next Meeting Date: Wednesday, August 4, 2021 

8. Adjournment 
Due to Governor Brown’s Executive Orders limiting public gatherings during the COVID-19 
pandemic, this meeting is accessible to the public via phone and video connection. Remote 

access information is listed at the top of this agenda. 

https://www.gotomeet.me/CommunityDevelopmentCityofAlbany/landmarks
tel:+14086503123,,368235021
mailto:CDAA@cityofalbany.net


 
LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 
April 7, 2021 

6:00 p.m. 
Remote 

Approved:  DRAFT 

Call to Order 
Chair Kerry McQuillin called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance  6:02 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
Members present: Kerry McQuillin, Jim Jansen, Cathy LeSuer, Chad Robinson, Bill Ryals (left 7:06 p.m.),  

Jolene Thomson  
 
Members absent: None.  
 
Approval of March 3, 2021, Minutes 6:03 p.m. 

Motion: Commissioner Jolene Thomson moved to approve the March 3, 2021, minutes as presented. 
Commissioner Bill Ryals seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 

 
Business from the Public 6:04 p.m. 

Lise Grato from the Albany Downtown Association shared an idea from the ADA for Historic 
Preservation Month. 
 

Public Hearing HI-04-21, 208 6th Avenue SE 6:07 p.m. 
Chair Kerry McQuillin Opened the Public Hearing 6:08 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Declarations 6:08 p.m. 
No commissioner declared a conflict of interest or ex parte contact. Commissioner Jim Jansen and 
Commissioner Cathy LeSuer declared site visits. Both drove by the site and had no comments. No 
member abstained from the proceedings. No person present challenged the disclosures.  

 
Staff Report 6:10 p.m. 
Planner II Tony Mills read the procedure for the meeting and delivered the staff report PowerPoint*.  
 
Questions from the Commission 6:16 p.m. 
None. 
 
Testimony from the Applicant 6:16 p.m. 
The applicant, Joseph Mendoza, said he is looking at ways to manage energy costs, and said the energy 
savings from the proposed solar installation would help invest in the preservation of the structure. 
 
Testimony in Favor 6:22 p.m. 
Conner McLain testified in favor of the application. McLain noted he lives near the property in question 
and would not be concerned about the sight of the solar panels. 
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Testimony Against 6:17 p.m. 
None. 
 
Neutral Testimony 6:18 p.m. 
Camron Settlemier provided neutral testimony. Settlemier spoke about climate change, historic 
resources, the features of the structure in question, and concerns about the visibility of the proposed 
solar panels. 
 
Applicant Rebuttal 6:25 p.m. 
Justin Tiret and Garret Little from Sunbridge Solar said the proposed panels would sit about five inches 
off the roof of the structure. Little also spoke about the positioning of the panels. 
 
Responding to a question from Jansen, Mills said the carriage house was constructed in 2000 with 
permitting taking place in 1999. 
 
Responding to a question from McQuillin, Mendoza said removal of the proposed solar panels would 
be manageable. 
 
Staff Response 6:34 p.m. 
None. 
 
Procedural Questions 6:34 p.m. 
None. 
 
Chair Kerry McQuillin Closed the Public Hearing 6:34 p.m. 
 
Discussion 6:35 p.m. 
Jansen, McQuillin, and Ryals discussed the number of applications involving solar panels and the 
process of approving the applications. 
 
Ryals spoke about the difference between the vantage point of the provided images and the likely 
vantage point of someone walking on the street. Ryals also raised concerns about how visible the solar 
panels would be on the carriage house. 
 
LeSuer said the location of the house on a street corner makes it more difficult for the applicant to hide 
the solar panels. LeSuer agreed with Ryals that it would be better if the solar panels were not on the 
front of the carriage house. 
 
Commissioner Chad Robinson agreed with Ryals and LeSuer about solar panels on the carriage house. 
However, Robinson also expressed concern with taking away the capacity those solar panels provided. 
Robinson said the proposed foot of the panels is likely the most easily reversable that he has seen. 
 
McQuillin noted there were multiple questions for the applicant that could only be answered by 
re-opening the public hearing. 
 
Chair Kerry McQuillin Re-Opened the Public Hearing 6:51 p.m. 
 



LANDMARKS COMMISSION MINUTES  Page 3 of 4 
April 7, 2021 

Commissioner Declarations 6:51 p.m. 
No Change. 

 
Staff Report 6:51 p.m. 
No Change. 
 
Questions from the Commission 6:51 p.m. 
No Change. 
 
Testimony from the Applicant 6:52 p.m. 
Mills pulled up the property with Google street view.. Mendoza and Little answered questions from the 
commission about conduits and roof vents. 
 
Tiret and Little said it would be possible to not include panels on the street side of the carriage house. 
 
Testimony in Favor 6:58 p.m. 
None. 
 
Testimony Against 6:58 p.m. 
None. 
 
Applicant Rebuttal 6:58 p.m. 
None. 
 
Staff Response 6:59 p.m. 
None. 
 
Procedural Questions 6:59 p.m. 
None. 
 
Chair Kerry McQuillin Closed the Public Hearing 6:59 p.m. 
 
Discussion 6:59 p.m. 
Ryals said he would be in favor of approving the application with the conditions that the solar panels 
be removed from the western side of the carriage house. 
 
McQuillin suggested the applicant have leeway in placement of panels to reduce visibility from the 
street. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Bill Ryals moved to approve the requested exterior alterations (application 
planning file No. HI-04-21) with the conditions that the west hip of the carriage house not have panels 
installed on it and that the applicant has the ability to adjust the panels on site with the express purpose 
of reducing their visibility from the street. Jansen seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 
 

Business from the Commission 7:05 p.m. 
Ryals noted it is his birthday and excused himself from the rest of the meeting. Commissioners wished 
him well. 
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Jansen noted the work on the exterior of the Pizza King building is set to start next month. 
 
LeSuer said she has not got a response back from her requests to realtors. 
 
McQuillin said the letter to historic homeowners is proceeding and the draft letter to new historic 
homeowners is almost ready to be approved by the commission. 
 
Responding to a question from Jansen, Mills said fencing is not within the scope of the commission. 

 
Historic Preservation Month 7:09 p.m. 

McQuilling gave an overview of the Historic Preservation Month tasks assigned to the commission. 
 
Commissioners, Camron Settlemier from Friends of Historic Albany, Kim Jackson from the Albany 
Visitors Association, and Lise Grato from the Albany Downtown Association discussed events and plans 
for Historic Preservation Month. 
 
The commission approved, by consensus, to use CLG money to purchase the book Gem of the 
Willamette Valley: A History of Albany, Oregon to include in a prize basket. After discussion, Jansen 
offered to donate one of his copies of the book instead. 

 
Business from Staff 7:35 p.m. 

Mills introduced Scott Whyte, who will be the new Planning Manager for the City of Albany. Whyte 
introduced himself and his background in historic preservation. 
 

Next Meeting Date 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is on Wednesday, May 5, 2021. 
 
Adjournment  
Hearing no further business, McQuillin adjourned the meeting at 7:38 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Gabriel Shepherd     Tony Mills 
Recorder      Planner II 
 

*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. The documents 
are available by emailing cdaa@cityofalbany.net. 

mailto:cdaa@cityofalbany.net


 
LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 
May 5, 2021 

6:00 p.m. 
Remote 

Approved:  DRAFT 

Call to Order 
 
Chair Kerry McQuillin called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance  6:03 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Members present:  Kerry McQuillin, Cathy LeSuer, Chad Robinson, Bill Ryals, Rayne Legras, 

and Jolene Thomson  
 
Members absent:  Jim Jansen.  
 
Welcome to the New Commissioner 6:06 p.m. 
 

Commissioner Rayne Legras introduced herself and was welcomed by the other commissioners.  
 
Business from the Public 6:07 p.m. 
 

Kim Jackson from Albany Visitors Association spoke from the public about events for Historic 
Preservation Month. Jackson said there have been many donations to the porch decoration gift basket 
and the scavenger hunts are underway. 
 

Public Hearing HI-06-21, 208 6:10 p.m. 
 
Chair Kerry McQuillin Opened the Public Hearing 6:10 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Declarations 6:11 p.m. 
Commissioner Bill Ryals recused himself from the decision since he worked with the applicant on this 
project and has been financially compensated by them.  
 
Commissioner Chad Robinson, Commissioner Cathy LeSuer, Commissioner Jolene Thomson, and 
Commissioner Rayne Legras all disclosed site visits. Legras said that she drove by the property, LeSuer 
and Robinson said they walked by. No additional comments were made about the site visits. No 
member, aside from Ryals, recused themself from the proceedings. After a clarification was made 
about an email sent to Chair McQuillin not relating to the public hearing, no commissioners declared 
ex parte contacts. No person present challenged the disclosures. 
 
Staff Report 6:16 p.m. 
Scott Whyte read the procedure for the meeting and delivered the staff report PowerPoint*.  
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Questions from the Commission 6:24 p.m. 
None. 
 
Testimony from the Applicant 6:25 p.m. 
The applicants, Mark and Tina Siegner, spoke about the project. The Siegner’s spoke about their 
reasoning for choosing to do three windows instead of one and said the siding on the addition is 
failing and they wanted it redone. 
 
Testimony in Favor 6:27 p.m. 
None. 
 
Testimony Against 6:27 p.m. 
None. 
 
Applicant Rebuttal 6:27 p.m. 
None. 
 
Staff Response 6:28 p.m. 
None. 
 
Procedural Questions 6:28 p.m. 
None. 
 
Chair Kerry McQuillin Closed the Public Hearing 6:29 p.m. 
 
Discussion 6:29 p.m. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Thomson moved to approve the requested exterior alterations application 
(planning file No. HI-06-21) as proposed. This motion is based on the findings and conclusions in the 
April 28, 2021, staff report and findings in support of the application made by the Landmarks 
Commission during deliberations on this matter. Commissioner LeSuer Seconded the motion which 
passed 5-0. Commissioner Ryals recused himself from the decision. 
 

Business from the Commission 6:31 p.m. 
 
Commissioners and Jackson spoke about plans for Historic Preservation Month. 
 
Jackson said he would help McQuillin develop hashtags for the hashtag tour. Jackson also spoke 
about opportunities for publicity to promote Historic Preservation Month activities and how the porch 
decoration contest winner would be decided. 
 
Ryals said there will be dramatic and transformative projects taking place downtown and in the 
historic district. Ryals also spoke about a walk he took with Mayor Alex Johnson II where the two 
asked passersby why they were in downtown and what drew them to Albany.  
 

Next Meeting Date 
 

The next regularly scheduled meeting is on Wednesday, June 2, 2021. 
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Adjournment  
 
Hearing no further business, McQuillin adjourned the meeting at 6:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Gabriel Shepherd     Scott Whyte 
Recorder      Planning Supervisor 
 
 

*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. The documents 
are available by emailing cdaa@cityofalbany.net. 

 

mailto:cdaa@cityofalbany.net


 

City of Albany Municipal Code 

 
 

 
 

Chapter 2.76 
LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

Sections: 
2.76.010    Created. 
2.76.020    Members – Appointment. 
2.76.030    Members – Terms. 
2.76.040    Officers. 
2.76.050    Authority. 

2.76.010 Created. 
There is created the Albany Landmarks Commission. 
(1)  Purpose and Intent. It is declared a matter of public policy that the protection, 

enhancement, perpetuation, and use of improvements of special character or special 
historical interest or value is a public necessity and is required in the interest of health, 
prosperity, safety, and welfare of the people. The purpose of this chapter is to: 
(a)  Effect and accomplish the protection, enhancement, and perpetuation of such 

improvements and districts which represent or reflect elements of the City’s cultural, 
social, economic, political, and architectural history; 

(b)  Safeguard the City’s historic and cultural heritage, as embodied and reflected in such 
landmarks and historic districts; 

(c)  Stabilize and improve property values; 
(d)  Foster civic pride in the beauty and noble accomplishments of the past; 
(e) Protect and enhance the City’s attraction to residents, tourists, and visitors and serve 

as a support and stimulus to business and industry; 
(f)  Strengthen the economy of the City; 
(g)  Promote the use of historic districts and landmarks for the education, pleasure, and 

welfare of the people of the City; 
(h)  Work for the continuing education of the citizens of Albany concerning the historic 

heritage of this City and its landmarks, sites, and objects. (Ord. 5931 § 1, 2019; Ord. 
4252 § 1, 1979; Ord. 3793 § 1, 1974). 

2.76.020 Members – Appointment. 
The Landmarks Commission shall consist of seven members, each having their principal 
place of residence within the jurisdictional limits of the City of Albany. Each council member 
shall have one counterpart, with nominations to be ratified by the council. Members 
appointed previously under the provisions of this chapter shall continue in office until the 
expiration of their terms of office. Appointments made to replace those whose terms of office 
have expired or been vacated shall conform to the intent of this chapter and current council 
policy. Each member shall have demonstrable knowledge, interest, or competence in historic 
preservation and additionally in one of the following fields: architecture, landscape 
architecture, history, art history, education, construction, real estate, development, urban 
planning, archaeology, law, finance, cultural geography, cultural anthropology, local history, 
or related disciplines. Commission members shall serve without compensation. Persons 
appointed to membership on the Landmarks Commission shall serve at the pleasure of the 
council and may be removed therefrom without cause by a majority vote of the council. (Ord. 
5931 § 1, 2019; Ord. 5928 § 6, 2019; Ord. 4825 § 1, 1988; Ord. 4252 § 1, 1979; Ord. 3793 
§ 2, 1974). 

https://www.cityofalbany.net/images/stories/municipal_code/Albany02/Albany0276.html#2.76.010
https://www.cityofalbany.net/images/stories/municipal_code/Albany02/Albany0276.html#2.76.020
https://www.cityofalbany.net/images/stories/municipal_code/Albany02/Albany0276.html#2.76.030
https://www.cityofalbany.net/images/stories/municipal_code/Albany02/Albany0276.html#2.76.040
https://www.cityofalbany.net/images/stories/municipal_code/Albany02/Albany0276.html#2.76.050
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2.76.030 Members – Terms. 
Two of the first members of the Landmarks Commission shall be appointed for one year, two 
members shall be appointed for two years, and three members shall be appointed for three 
years. Except for the first members and appointments to fill vacancies, the terms of members 
of the Landmarks Commission shall be three years and until their successors are appointed 
and qualified. (Ord. 5931 § 1, 2019; Ord. 4252 § 1, 1979; Ord. 3793 § 3, 1974). 

2.76.040 Officers. 
The Landmarks Commission shall, at its first meeting in January of each year, elect one of its 
members to serve as chair and another to serve as vice chair. The community development 
director of the City, or his/her designee, shall serve as secretary to the Landmarks 
Commission and shall keep accurate, permanent and complete records of all proceedings 
held before the Landmarks Commission. The chair or the presiding officer of the Landmarks 
Commission shall be entitled to vote on all questions that are before the commission. The 
commission may adopt rules governing the transaction of its business which are consistent 
with the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 5931 § 1, 2019; Ord. 5013 § 1, 1992; Ord. 4825 § 1, 
1988; Ord. 4252 § 1, 1979; Ord. 3793 § 4, 1974). 

2.76.050 Authority. 
The Landmarks Commission shall have and may exercise the following duties, powers, and 
responsibilities: 
(1)  The Landmarks Commission shall be a quasi-judicial decision maker for matters that 

include the following: 
(a) Decisions regarding the application or removal of historic overlay districts in cases 

where a public hearing is required by the Albany Development Code, Article 7; 
(b) Type III historic review permit decisions; and 
(c)  Appeals of director-level historic review permit decisions. 
 

(2)  The Landmarks Commission shall advise and assist the council, Planning Commission, 
and community development director in matters pertaining to historic and cultural 
resource preservation. Such matters shall include: 
(a) Recommendations concerning amendments to sections of the Albany Development 

Code pertaining to historic preservation. 
(b) Recommendations concerning the nominations of sites or structures for the National 

Register of Historic Places. 
(c) Recommendations concerning additional inventories and/or surveys of Albany’s 

historic sites and structures. 
(d) Recommendations concerning the application for and expenditure of grant funds 

pertaining to historic preservation programs and activities. 
(e) Coordination of public information or educational programs pertaining to historic and 

cultural resources. 
(f)  Coordination of historical preservation programs of the City, county, state, and 

federal governments as they relate to property within the City. (Ord. 5931 § 1, 2019; 
Ord. 4825 § 1, 1988; Ord. 4252 § 1, 1979; Ord. 3793 § 5, 1974). 

 



 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

333 Broadalbin Street SW, PO Box 490, Albany, Oregon 97321-0144 | BUILDING 541-917-7553 | PLANNING 541-917-7550 
 

cd.cityofalbany.net 
   

 
DATE, 2021 

[Click here to type Name & Address] 
 
Dear [Click here to type Name]: 
 
HISTORIC PROPERTY ADDRESSED __________________________ 
 
The City of Albany is unique in having one of the best collections of historic buildings in the state of Oregon with 
many wonderful examples of historic architecture.  You are receiving this letter because the above property is on 
Albany’s Local Historic Inventory, which includes Albany’s Historic Register properties and some properties outside of 
the district. 

The City of Albany passed an ordinance in 1985 requiring all buildings built before 1946, in the National Register 
Historic Districts, and those included on the City’s Local Historic Inventory, receive historic approval for all exterior 
alterations and additions (including new windows and doors), demolitions ofor building relocation, and all new 
buildings over 100 square feet (Such as garages and new homes). Local* historic review is not required for interior 
alterations, painting or general repair and, painting, and maintenance, such as re-caulking of siding and windows or 
landscaping.  

In the early planning stages of any project, please find out if your project needs historic review and approval BEFORE 
you start the project or purchase materials.  Starting the process approval process early can provide you with critical 
project planning information and requirements.  Initiating a project prior to obtaining the required historic review and 
approval, can result in undue costs, project delays, and in some cases the need to Failure to initiate the process prior to 
starting the project could result in a need to dismantle or even reverse the changesalterations/construction performed 
already made.    

The purpose of historic review is to encourage the preservation of unique characteristics that led to the buildings’ 
designations as a historic landmarks. Review helps to maintain the health, integrity and value of the buildings and 
neighborhoods which are becoming more desirable places to live and work. 

  

Where can I get more information about the historic preservation program? 

• https://www.cityofalbany.net/cd/historichttp://cityofalbany.net/comdev/historic/.  You’ll find information 
about Albany’s preservation program, ordinance, a list of properties on the local inventory, maps of the 
districts, links to helpful documents and Websites, and more. 

• Call or visit the Community Development Department, 541-927-7550; Albany City Hall, 333 Broadalbin Street 
SW; 2nd Floor 

• Benefits of Albany’s preservation program are listed on the BACK of this letter.  Albany now allows all 
National Register properties a second 15-year term of Special Assessment (value freeze). 

 
Sincerely, 
 

Formatted: Left:  0.7", Right:  0.7", Top:  1"

Commented [RM1]: This list will need to be reviewed and 
updated with current information. 
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Scott Whyte, Planning Supervisor 
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