
 

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 

Tuesday, September 25, 2018 

Municipal Courtroom, City Hall 

Approved:  October 23, 2018 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Javier Cervantes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners present: Javier Cervantes, Tina Dodge Vera, Kim Whitley, Chris Equinoa, 

Alice Brockgreitens, Stephanie Newton, Scott Lawley 
 
Commissioners absent:  None 
 
Staff present: Marilyn Smith, Management Assistant/Communications Officer 
 
Others present:   None 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW COMMISSION MEMBER 7:01 p.m. 
 
Cervantes had Scott Lawley introduce himself to the group. Lawley explained that he has been a resident of 
Albany for 12 years. He has served on other boards and commissions for both the City of Albany and Linn 
County. Lawley became interested in the HRC through interactions at City Council meetings.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
August 28, 2018 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Chris Equinoa moved to approve the minutes as presented. Commissioner 
Stephanie Newton seconded the motion, which passed 7-0.  
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public 
 
There was no business from the public. 
 
DEBRIEFS 7:03 p.m. 
 
Albany Education event 
 
Tina Dodge Vera passed out a flyer listing the event dates (see agenda file). She pointed out that the first event 
will be a community panel and not a discussion. Attendees will be able to take part in a discussion at the second 
event held in November. A facilitator is still needed for the events and both Alice Brockgreitens and Equinoa 
volunteered. The commission asked Management Assistant/Communications Officer Marilyn Smith to invite 
City Council members and the Police Department to the events, noting that their presence would be 
appreciated.  
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Smith noticed that the flyer Dodge Vera passed out had the old city logo. She said that she would email Dodge 
Vera the new city logo for future flyers and communications. The commission requested that Smith add the 
education events to the City’s Facebook page. 
 
Equinoa recognized Dodge Vera for all the work she’d done putting the events together. Dodge Vera gave 
credit to the commissioners and the Linn Benton Health Equity Alliance. 
 
Mid-Valley Stand Down for Veterans 
 
Cervantes reported that the event had several resources available. There was a nice stream of people throughout 
the day. Cervantes said that there was better participation this year over last year. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 7:08 p.m. 
 
Mental Illness Awareness week 
 
Equinoa asked if the mayor would be doing a proclamation. Whitley noted that the mayor usually does a 
proclamation for Mental Health Month in May.  
 
Community Meal 
 
Cervantes noted the meals, but there was no discussion.  
 
MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2018 ANNUAL REPORT PREPARTION 
 
The commission decided to highlight the Stand Down event. 
 
UPDATES 7:12 p.m. 
 
Other volunteer opportunities 
 
Smith announced the American Red Cross blood drive on October 16 at City Hall. Cervantes shared that the 
eligibility requirements for blood donation by LGBTQ+ individuals has been a topic of discussion at Linn 
Benton Community College. He asked whether it had been brought to the attention of any of the 
commissioners. Discussion followed. 
 
Linn-Benton Hispanic Advisory Committee (HAC) 
 
Dodge Vera reported that they talked about the Linn County Rapid Response Coalition partnering with the 
Community Services Consortium to host free legal clinics for immigrants in Albany. The coalition is taking 
donations through a nonprofit immigration service in Portland. They also discussed Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement raids versus ICE audits. 
 
The committee further debriefed Festival Latino. The Parks & Recreation Department had conveyed their 
concern over this year’s low attendance and is talking about doing an assessment of the event. They directed 
the Hispanic Advisory Committee to discuss what the committee wants out of the event, noting that Parks & 
Recreation specializes in the entertainment aspect rather than the offering of resources.  
 
The HAC has noted that they would like to keep the resource portion of the event. They would also like to 

move the event to October rather than conducting it during the hot summer months. The Parks & Recreation 

Department prefers having the event during the summer when they have a larger staff. Equinoa had been 
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approached by someone suggesting that if the event was moved to October, individuals from the Knights of 

Columbus and Saint Mary’s Church could help with setup and teardown, and Equinoa went to Hodney with 

the suggestion.  

Dodge Vera wondered about the City’s evaluation process of their community events. She said there was a 
comment made during the debriefing that Festival Latino wasn’t an inclusive event. She questioned whether 
the success of other City of Albany events is evaluated by inclusiveness. Equinoa commented that, as he 
welcomed visitors, he saw an equal number of whites and Hispanics, as well as individuals from different 
backgrounds.  
 
Cervantes expressed his frustration over this being such an issue every year. He questioned how one defines 
success and said that the festival has proven itself to be an asset. Cervantes conveyed that a city’s parks and 
recreation department needs to be responsible to the community’s whole population, being inclusive and 
harmonious. It was noted that this year’s outcome could have been affected by transition in both the HAC and 
the Parks & Recreation Department, the Parks & Recreation Department taking a different approach that 
involved fewer HAC members, and the extremely hot weather on the day of the event.  
 
Staff Updates 
 
There were no updates for this meeting. 
 
2018 Calendar of Events 
 
Cervantes requested that a lecture at Linn Benton Community College on November 13 be added to the 
calendar: Guest lecturer, Gerald Guevarra, will speak on the topic of toxic masculinity and the dismantling of 
it. 
 
Dodge Vera requested that the dates of the education events be updated. The dates changed from the first 
event being held on September 9 to October 14. The second event will be on November 11 and the final event 
on December 9. 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 7:33 p.m. 
 
Equinoa reported that he attended the last Community Development Commission meeting and asked about 
whether funds could be awarded toward the renovation of the historic Cumberland Church. The commission 
took the suggestion favorably since the planned relocation of the church would be in a low economic area. 
Equinoa explained that there are restrictions for using the grant funds. Being designated just as a community 
center would not meet the requirements; the building would need to have specific uses that are advantageous 
for the community. 
 
Newton reported that she attended the last Greater Albany Public Schools board meeting where they defined 
for all the schools what constitutes bullying. Staff is being trained, and they are working on putting together a 
task force. Dodge Vera announced a task force meeting is scheduled for October 17, 6:30-8 p.m. at South Shore 
Elementary. Newton added that the board described a positive response to South Albany High School’s new 
mascot. They said they had not experienced any issues against the change. Cervantes praised the Albany 
Democrat-Herald’s article regarding the school.  
 
Cervantes expressed his desire for the HRC and community members to be a part of the hiring process for a 
new Parks & Recreation director when Hodney retires. Equinoa and Lawley responded that they would be 
interested in being a part of the process.  
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Dodge Vera announced that her commission term will be expiring in December and she will not be reapplying 
for the position.  
 
NEXT MEETING DATE:   
 
The next regularly scheduled commission meeting is the joint meeting with the HAC on Tuesday, 
October 23, 2018. The regular HRC meeting will follow the joint meeting at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Dodge Vera shared that the HAC plans to meet in Corvallis next month. She will confirm and get back to the 
group. If the HAC will be in Corvallis, the joint meeting will need to be rescheduled and next month’s regular 
meeting moved from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  
 
Whitley shared that she will not be available to attend the October meeting and asked to be excused. 
 
Cervantes requested a Martin Luther King event discussion on the next agenda to discuss whether or not they 
want to do one. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hearing no further business, Chair Cervantes adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Gina Burrese      Marilyn Smith 
Administrative Assistant (Confidential)   Management Assistant/Communications Officer 
 


