
APPROVED:  August 22, 2017 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION (HRC) 

City Hall, Municipal Court Room 
Tuesday, July 25, 2017 

MINUTES 
 
 
Commissioners present: Javier Cervantes, Graham Kislingbury (arrived 7:02 p.m.), Kim Whitley, Alice Brockgreitens, 

Denise Hughes-Tafen, Tina Dodge Vera 
 
Commissioners absent: Chris Equinoa (excused) 
 
Staff present: Peter Troedsson, City Manager; Jorge Salinas, Assistant City Manager/CIO/Interim Economic 

Development Director 
 
Others present: Nancy Greenman, Shasta Prunk, Sharon Gisler, Jered Taylor, Keith Kolkow, Ed Hemmington, 

and other members of the public 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Javier Cervantes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
June 27, 2017 
 
MOTION:  Alice Brockgreitens made a motion to approve the minutes; Kim Whitley seconded.  Approved 
5-0.  (Graham Kislingbury arrived after the motion.) 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public 
 
Nancy Greenman said that she was here for agenda item b1.  She is seeking out what she can do to be supportive as a 
community member in light of the powerful testimony given from individuals at the July 12 City Council meeting. 
 
DEBRIEFS 
 
Proposed wording revisions to AMC 2.25, Albany Human Relations Commission 
 
Assistant City Manager/CIO/Interim Economic Development Director Jorge Salinas explained the first and second 
reading process of City ordinances and the requirements to pass.   
 
Whitley said that from the response of the Councilors, she worries they do not understand who represents the community.  
Brockgreitens expressed her shock of the outcome after so many expressed their support of the ordinance and only one 
person voiced their protest.  She was deeply moved by the testimonies.  Brockgreitens noted that the Councilors 
questioned the HRC’s transparency even though all of their agendas and minutes are posted online.  She said that 
Cervantes was not dealt with in a harmonious manner at the Council meetings.   
 
Cervantes explained the history of how he was appointed to the HRC by Councilor Rich Kellum.  Kellum had told him 
how he wanted to be notified when anything big was coming up, but Cervantes did not see the revised ordinance as 
something big.  Cervantes recalled discussing with Kellum that the HRC agendas and minutes were available for him to 
review.  Cervantes expressed that he did not appreciate Kellum’s accusations of him and how those accusations are 
damaging to his reputation.  He shared that since that particular meeting, he has received hate mail.   
 
Denise Hughes-Tafen questioned how the Commission is supposed to do the work entrusted to them.  Dodge Vera 
expressed that she is disheartened with the public process where a decision is made that does not reflect the majority of 
voices.  She asked for clarification on whether it is her responsibility to represent the views of the Councilor that 
appointed her. 
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Graham Kislingbury reported that after the June 28 City Council meeting, he met with Councilor Bill Coburn to talk about 
the wording.  At the July 12 meeting, Coburn only mentioned them discussing the events the HRC does.  Kislingbury had 
also met with Human Resources Director David Shaw, asking him if the proposed wording was out of line.  Shaw told 
him the words were not radical.  Kislingbury then met with Kellum after the July 12 City Council meeting to discuss what 
harm he saw in the proposed verbiage.  During the meeting, Kellum criticized that the HRC was trying to set policy.  
Kislingbury disagreed with Kellum, saying that they were just trying to write a relatable vision statement.   
 
Salinas responded to Dodge Vera’s request for clarification on the HRC’s appointment.  He clarified that the 
Commissioners do not have to have the same views as the Councilors who appointed them.  Salinas went on to explain 
that at the end of a Commissioner’s term, the appointing Councilor can decide whether or not to reappoint the 
Commissioner.  Hughes-Tafen asked for clarification on what it means for the HRC to be an advising body and not one 
that advocates.  Salinas summarized what the ordinance said about it.  Cervantes argued that any of their 
recommendations could be labeled as advocacy if someone was against it.  The guideline is difficult to understand.  
Cervantes stressed that the HRC doesn’t seek out the minority; the minority have been coming to them with their issues.  
Salinas read out loud the portion of the ordinance that describes that the HRC was created to recommend programs and 
activities, which serve the goal of maintaining respectful interactions; and then, he commented that he believed the HRC 
was acting within those guidelines.  
 
City Manager Peter Troedsson expressed his gratitude to the HRC for their hard work.  Both he and Salinas proposed that 
the HRC consider a joint meeting with the City Council on August 8, 2017.  At this meeting, both groups could 
express/align their expectations.  The clarifications the Commissioners are seeking and the questions they have could be 
addressed by the Councilors themselves.  Hughes-Tafen said that date would not work for her.   
 
Kislingbury interceded that he told Councilor Kellum that the Commission does a lot of listening, asking questions, and 
referring matters to City staff.  Wonderful things have been accomplished, such as being able to help a minority tenant get 
back excessive rental charges.  Kislingbury said that he feels the Commission has always gone through the right channels. 
 
Cervantes said that he is still hurt, angry, and disgusted by how he was treated at the Council meeting and doesn’t think he 
could be very involved in a conversation right now.  Salinas responded that they were proposing a meeting as soon as 
possible since this matter seems to be dividing the community and building agitation.  He assured Cervantes, though, that 
they do not want to do anything the Commission does not feel comfortable with.  Dodge Vera said that they should strive 
for a meeting date when all the Commissioners could attend.  The group expressed that they didn’t organize any actions to 
cause division in the community.  The Commissioners agreed on September 12, 2017, as a possible meeting date if it 
worked for the absent Commissioner, Chris Equinoa.  Cervantes advised having a trained facilitator at the meeting.  
Troedsson said that he and Salinas can make that recommendation to the Council.   
 
Whitley expressed her appreciation with the Council’s willingness to come and have a conversation.  She said that it was 
important to note that the wording the Commission proposed is not controversial and is a part of today’s language.  In the 
organization where Whitley works, this language is spoken all the time.  She added that the Commission never thought 
that this would be of any concern; their only intention was being on common ground.  Kislingbury added that he 
appreciated Kellum’s willingness to meet with him.  He thanked Cervantes for his excellent leadership of the HRC.   
 
People from the public commented.  Greenman thanked the Commissioners for all their comments.  Shasta Prunk 
commented that people are worried about coming to the next Council meeting.  She asked whether or not those who 
attend would be expected to keep comments to a minimum in order to facilitate healing.  Cervantes responded that the 
public has a right to be there and should do what they want as long as they are respectful.  Salinas added that the Council 
meetings are public meetings and that those attending can bring up anything, but he clarified that this item is not on the 
upcoming agenda.  Sharon Gisler said that it gave her confidence and satisfaction that a joint meeting is being planned.  
Jered Taylor expressed that he is supportive of the work the HRC has done and said how unfortunate it was to see how 
members were treated at the Council meeting.  As a citizen of the community, he is very concerned to see people share 
and then not see them be heard.  Taylor said that he wants to help make this a better community and that these discussions 
are needed for the community to grow.  He hopes this Commission gets broader power and authority because many in this 
community are not being heard. 
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Ed Hemmington from the public asked for clarification on what wording of the ordinance they were seeking to replace.  
The wording was read to him, and Whitley explained how a community member had asked her what the current wording 
“harmonious relations” meant.  She couldn’t explain since she doesn’t use that wording herself.  Dodge Vera stressed that 
even though this item is not planned to be on the agenda, it is important for people to tell their stories.  Taylor noted that 
the issue is obviously important since so many people showed up. 
 
LGBT Pride Week 
 
Cervantes reported that about one thousand plus people were there.  The Albany Democrat Herald reported 500, but 
Cervantes said he didn’t think that accounted for the whole time.  He saw a line of people marching that was four blocks 
long.  Cervantes said that it was impressive and wanted to commend those participating.  His only suggestion was to have 
a speaker to wrap things up at the end.  The Albany Democrat Herald posted a video of the event.  A member of the 
public commented that they needed a better PA system.  Keith Kolkow responded that they did not expect that many 
people to attend to constitute a heftier system.  Next year, they will do better, as they plan on this being an annual event.   
 
Meeting with Linn County Sheriff 
 
Kislingbury reported that it went very well and that Hughes-Tafen, Brockgreitens, and he spoke with Sheriff Bruce Riley, 
Undersheriff Jim Yon, and Detective Rick Burch.  Hughes-Tafen went with some good questions that were spurred by the 
vague suspect description she came across on social media.  Those with the Sheriff’s office explained that sometimes a 
vague description is all they have, but they agreed that a detailed description is better.  Brockgreitens described the 
conversation as very amicable.  Burch conveyed to the Commissioners that he would be willing to come to an HRC 
meeting to talk with the whole group.  He is involved in training at the Sheriff’s Office.   
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
River Rhythms concerts 
 
No discussion. 
 
Summer Sounds concert 
 
No discussion. 
 
Festival Latino 
 
Brockgreitens talked with Recreation Programs Supervisor Debbi Richards, who instructed her to wear her HRC name 
badge and T-shirt to the event.  Brockgreitens noted that she does not have either one.  Kislingbury will check with the 
Parks & Recreation Department for the shirt and Salinas will see about getting a name badge ordered for Brockgreitens.   
 
Dodge Vera asked the group whether they wanted to write survey responses on Post-it Notes or on a paper table cover 
with markers.  The resource table will house applications to apply for positions on the City’s boards and commissions.  
Dodge Vera apologized that when she asked for sign-ups for the resource table, she did not realize that Richards needed 
greeters as well.  Kislingbury suggested the volunteers float between the two tasks.   
 
The group decided to use the paper table cover.  Dodge Vera will bring the covering and markers.  Salinas noted that the 
City will be providing the table, a canopy, and chairs.  Kislingbury will bring the HRC banner.   
 
Cervantes described for Troedsson how the relationship between the Latinos and the Park & Recreation Department has 
been a growing process.   
 
National Night Out 
 
Cervantes asked the group to be prepared to give a report of their experience at the next meeting.   
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Northwest Art & Air Festival 
 
Cervantes encouraged the group to volunteer. 
 
UPDATES 
 
Other volunteer opportunities 
 
No discussion. 
 
Linn-Benton Hispanic Advisory Committee (HAC) 
 
Dodge Vera reported that they talked about the City Council meeting and what happened.  They also discussed the 
ongoing trainings for “Know Your Rights” which is evolving to more organizations in order to support families.  Some 
information is shared through short videos like ones that show how to complete certain forms.  The training includes a 
process for what to do when someone knocks on their door asking for someone that doesn’t live there.  Other items 
discussed at the meeting were Festival Latino and legal aid volunteers.   
 
2017 Calendar of Events 
 
Cervantes noted that the group needs to begin plans for the next MLK event.  He requested that it be added to the August 
agenda.   
 
Brockgreitens suggested having a dialog with the school district to see what they do about mediating bullying since there 
were testimonies about being bullied at school during the City Council meeting.   
 
Whitley reminded the group that October is Mental Illness Awareness month.  She said it is good to collaborate with Linn 
County in offering training to the public in regards to mental health first aid.  Whitley will invite Mental Health Program 
Manager Todd Noble to the August meeting to discuss what the County has planned.  Kislingbury informed the group of 
the upcoming Mental Health Picnic on August 9, 2017, at Bryant Park.   
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSON 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: 
 
Tuesday, August 22, 2017 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Cervantes adjourned the meeting at 8:29 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Gina Burrese Jorge Salinas 
Administrative Assistant  Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer/ 
   Interim Economic Development Director 


