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HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION (HRC) 
City Hall, Municipal Court Room 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 
MINUTES 

·-c·---7 .... 
omm1ss10ners present: Javier Cervantes, Graham Kislingbury (arrived at 7:04 p.m.), Kim Whitley, Alice 

Brockgreitens, Tina Dodge Vera, Denise Hughes-Tafen 

Commissioners absent: Chris Equinoa (excused) 

Staff present: Jorge Salinas, Assistant City Manager/CIO/Interim Economic Development Director 

Others present: Keith Kolkow, LBCC students 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Javier Cervantes called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

April 25, 2017, joint meeting with HAC 

MOTION: Alice Brockgreitens made a motion to approve the minutes; Denise Hughes-Tafen seconded. Approved 5-0. 

April 25, 2017 

MOTION: Kim Whitley made a motion to approve the minutes; Tina Dodge Vera seconded. Approved 5-0. 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

Description of suspects 

Hughes-Tafen said she wanted to draw the group's attention to an alert she recently viewed on social media. The alert 
was posted by the Linn County Sheriffs Office. Hughes-Tafen shared her concerns over descriptions in the alert that 
were supposed to help residents identify wanted suspects. The alert described the suspects as African Americans. 
Hughes-Tafen said that this description is socially insensitive and misleading and that she does not know what an African 
American looks like. Some of the social media responses to the alert were disturbing, where individuals posted that they 
would be ready for these people with guns. 

Hughes-Tafen called the Sheriffs Office to relay her concerns. On her first attempt, she did not get through to someone 
and was not able to leave a message. When she was able to speak with someone and asked why the description was done 
the way it was, the person on the line was not able to answer and said they would have someone call her back. When no 
one got right back to her, she went to the Sheriffs Office. No one was there at the time that could help with her question. 
She continued calling until she was put through to a Deputy Young. Young apologized for her trouble. He informed her 
that they could not change the alert description now because the suspects had left the area. Hughes-Tafen saw another 
alert a short time later saying the suspects were back in the area, but this time the alert did not describe the suspects as 
African Americans. 

Kislingbury shared that years ago, when he worked for the Albany Democrat Herald, they were confronted on how they 
described suspects in the paper. They were asked why they never used the word "white" to describe Caucasian people. 
He said that the paper took note and improved their policy. 
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Kislingbury shared that he, too, visited the Sheriff's Office and was able to meet with Sheriff Bruce Riley and invite him 
to attend tonight's meeting. Riley's schedule did not permit him to come. Kislingbury described that Riley did not totally 
agree with, but understood the concerns presented. Kislingbury said that Riley told him they report the alerts as they 
receive them. Riley followed up their conversation with a letter thanking Kislingbury, noting that they had a better 
understanding of each other, apologizing for not being able to attend tonight's meeting, and requesting anyone with 
questions to contact him. Kislingbury also invited Officer Bell of the Albany Police Department to tonight's meeting, but 
he was scheduled to be on patrol. 

Hughes-Tafen said that she would prefer detailed descriptions that include height, hair length, etc., not general 
descriptions. Cervantes expressed that it is okay to describe skin color as black or brown, dark. or light, but not to use 
racial profiling. He said that he would like to see those taking reports to have professional development in this area. 
Cervantes asked the group how they could go about framing a healthy conversation over this concern. It was decided that 
they could ask both the Albany Police Department and the Sheriff's Office about their professional development and to 
invite them, with plenty of notice, to a future HRC meeting. Whitley noted that they need to ask for statistics. 
Kislingbury volunteered to ask Riley about their training. 

Idea/event presentation for Family Friendly Pride parade 

Cervantes introduced Keith Kolkow, who was one of the recipients of the 2016 Human Relations Award. Kolkow 
expressed his desire to conduct a pride march that would be open to everyone and to all types of families. He explained 
plans that include a Friday night candle light vigil prior to a Saturday march. Some possible dates have been identified 
that are colli1ected to the availability of Monteith Riverpark. Resources would be made available at the end of the march. 
Kolkow would like the HRC to support the event with a proclamation and add it to its Calendar of Events. 

MOTION: Alice Brockgreitens made a motion for the HRC to cosponsor the Family Friendly Pride March; Graham 
Kislingbury seconded. Approved 6-0. 

Assistant City Manager/CIO/Interim Economic Development Director Jorge Salinas will provide examples of similar 
proclamations to assist Kolkow in constructing a proclamation tied to the event to present to the City Council. The HRC 
will review the proclamation and discuss at the next month's meeting. 

Business from the Public 

None 

Continued discussion: Revitalization ofHRC's goals/missions 

The group reviewed the changes suggested at the last meeting. 

MOTION: Tina Dodge Vera made a motion to approve the new wording detailed in last month's minutes and have the 
wording recommended to the City Council; Denise Hughes-Tafen seconded. Approved 6-0. 

Salinas will see which City Council agenda their recommendation can be added to and will notify the group with the date 
of the Council meeting. 

Update on tenant/landlord issue 

Salinas reported that the issue was with the Rosewood Apartments by Sunrise School. At first the manager did not want 
to talk to Salinas; but after some persistent, he was willing to discuss the issue and agreed to talk to the owner about 
revising the fees. The resident seeking help was one of four roommates. The other three roommates wanted to move on 
but did so without giving the required 30-day notice. It was explained to Salinas that management was reluctant to 
resolve the issue because they have had problems with tenants who leave without paying and later come back under a 
different name. Salinas was able to negotiate with management to lower the fee for this particular issue from $2,300.00 to 
just over $300. They are also willing t? work out a payment plan with the concerned resident. 
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DEBRJEFS 

2016 Human Relations Award presentations 

Two individuals and an Albany business received the award: Dania J. Samudio, who has served on the Linn-Benton 
Hispanic Advisory Committee for 19 years; Keith Kolkow, who has been involved in a variety of activities focusing on 
historic Downtown Albany; and Ochoa's Queseria Mexican-style cheese factory, whose products are sold throughout the 
country. The recipients were happy to receive the award and to be honored in the Albany Democrat-Herald. 

Cervantes shared with the group that Ochoa's Queseria has outgrown their current location and may need to move to a 
location in Salem. The Commission expressed their desire for the business to stay in Albany. Salinas responded that the 
City is trying to help them find a facility in Albany that will meet their needs. 

One Vibe Diversity Day 

Kislingbury attended. He reported that not a lot of people visited the table, but it was still good to have a presence there. 

Liberty Tree Day 

Kislingbury attended as a member of a different group. There was not a great turnout; the day was cold and miserable. 
Kislingbury suggested that this event should be combined with the One Vibe Diversity Day. Cervantes said that he would 
welcome the idea and said to have Robert Harrison connect with him. Kislingbury reported that the event was dominated 
by progressive groups. He expressed his desire to invite Republicans to future events so there can be discussions between 
the different parties. 

Coffee with a Cop 

Brockgreitens attended and described the event as interesting and pleasant. She asked questions about the issues 
discussed in this group. The officers she spoke with assured her that they were not there to harass people. Cervantes 
reported that LBCC students attended the event and enjoyed it. He is working on hosting this event on the college 
campus. 

HEART to Heart Resource Fair 

Kislingbury attended the last 25 minutes of the event. He reported that there was a large attendance. He said that all the 
provided services were running well. Kislingbury noted that Human Relations Award recipient Dania J. Samudio was 
there volunteering at the event. 

UPDATES 

Other volunteer opportunities 

Festival Latino meetings are coming up. Cervantes encouraged the group to get involved or forward any ideas to the 
committee. 

The summer concerts will start soon, and the Parks & Recreation Department are sending out volunteer reminders. 

Linn-Benton Hispanic Advisory Committee (HAC) 

Cervantes reported that they did not meet today but will meet next week. They plan to discuss Festival Latino. He noted 
that he is curious to see what kind of turnout the Festival elicits this year considering the political climate. People might 
be afraid to attend. 
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201 7 Calendar of Events 

Cervantes requested that they discuss volunteer commitments for the City's July and August events at next month's 
meeting. 

Kislingbury suggested a showing of the documentary I'm Not Your Negro. The group liked the idea. Salinas reminded 
them of the film Hidden Figures. 

BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSON 

Dodge Vera asked about the Sunrise Park meeting coming up. Salinas detailed that a translator will be there. He shared 
that it was discovered that the flyer announcing the meeting had inaccuracies. Salinas had those inaccuracies fixed. 
Dodge Vera suggested having an outreach through the school system either by using Peach Jar or giving flyers to Sunrise 
School. She noted that it takes a concentrated effort to get people there. Salinas said that the City has looked into Peach 
Jar before, but it is too expensive. He will check with Parks & Recreation Director Ed Hodney on what plans there are for 
outreach. Salinas noted that even when information is strategically sent out, often the City does not get a good response. 
Dodge Vera responded that it is based on relationships, and she encouraged the City to continue building those 
relationships 

NEXT MEETING DATE: 

Tuesday, June 27, 2017 

Cervantes thanked the LBCC students for coming to the meeting and observing. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Cervantes adjourned the meeting at 8: 10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gina Burrese 
Administrative Assistant 

Reviewed by, 

Jorge Salinas 
Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer/ 
Interim Economic Development Director 
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Hyde, laura 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Dodge Vera, Tina Ann [Tina.Dodge@oregonstate.edu] 
Friday, June 2, 2017 1 :47 PM 
Hyde, Laura 
'Javier Cervantes (cervanj@linnbenton.edu)'; Iorio, Mike 
HRC 

Happy Friday! I would like to request this item be placed on the next HRC agenda. 

Yesterday, during the Festival Latino Resource Fair/Health Assessment workgroup meeting a request for HRC's help 
came up. 

The workgroup would like the assistance of HRC to host a table at the event. At the table we would ask Festival Latino 

participants to provide input on the following: What does a stronger and more inclusive community mean to you? {The 
question can be adapted as needed to get relevant information for Parks and Recreation, the city, and HRC). The table 
would have color coded post-it notes to indicate place of residence for participants. 

Thank you! 
Tina 
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Hyde, laura 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Richards, Debbi 
Thursday, June 15, 2017 4:23 PM 
Hyde, Laura 
Please share with the HRC---

River Rhythms is coming! The first concert is July 6th with Pablo Cruise playing and we need you. The other 

concert dates are July 20, July 27, August 2, and August 10. 

We are looking for folks who love River Rhythms and want to share that with others. How can you do this, you ask. 
Well, there are many volunteer opportunities that can make this happen and they all take place on Thursday evenings 

down by the river in Montieth Park. 

Needed: 

Greeters 

Pass The Basket 

As folks arrive at the park, you'll welcome them, in a friendly manner ask for donations, and 
hand out programs. It's not hard and you'll connect with folks you haven't seen in a while. 

Time frame: 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

All we need is 45 minutes of your time during intermission. You'll be getting up to stretch 
anyway, so come in to the Sr. Center (you can even use the restroom) where will give you a 
basket and balloon. Your job is to walk through the crowd with a smile on your face and 
encourage strangers, friends, and family to make a donation that helps support the concert 

series. 
Time frame: 7:15-8 p.m. 

Crowd Counter As folks arrive, your job will be to count them. Don't worry you don't have to keep track on your 
own. We have some nifty counters that will make this job a breeze. As you're counting, you can 

enjoy the music and people watching. 
Time frame: 4:30-8:30 p.m. 

If you're looking for more physical volunteer opportunities, we've got you covered. 

Site Set-UP Bring your muscles and energy to help set-up canopies, tables, chairs and fencing. 
Time frame: 1-5 p.m. 

Take Down Once the concert is over it's time to take down canopies, tables, chairs, and fencing. 

Time frame: 8:30-10 p.m. 

The other concert dates are July 20, July 27, August 2. and August 10. 

Choose one, some or all! CALL NOW! Our operators are standing by. Reply YES to this e-mail or call/email Stella Transue 
at 541-791-0067 /stella.transue@cityofalbany.net. 

See you at the concert! 

Senior Center Director 
Albany Parks and Recreation 
541-917-7755 
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PROCLAMATION 

LGBT PRIDE WEEK 

WEEK OF JULY 16, 2017 

WHEREAS, the month of June is globally recognized as LGBT Pride Month to commemorate 
the Stonewall Riots that occurred in June 1969; and 

WHEREAS, LGBT Pride Month has established a worldwide effort to provide a positive stance 
against violence and discrimination toward lesbian, gay, and transgender people; and 

WHEREAS, there are members of the LGBT community in Albany, and we recognize them as 
members of our community who are deserving of equal treatment. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Sharon Konopa, Mayor of the City of Albany, Oregon, do hereby 
proclaim the week of July 16, 2017, as 

LGBT Pride Week 

in Albany, Oregon, and invite all citizens to observe this week, which recognizes the global goal 
of ending discrimination and violence against our LGBT community members. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the City of Albany to be affixed 
this 12th day of July 2017. 

Sharon Konopa, Mayor 
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Calendar of Events for 2017 

,January 14, 2017 - Submission ofHRA nomination forms [October 7, 2016-Deeemher 2, 2Q! ~February 10, 2017} 
- Showing of the movie Selma, 10:00 a.m., Pix Theater, Downtown Albany 
- Post-Selma lunch discussion, 12:30 p.m., Taqueria Alonzo, Two Rivers Mall 

January 24, 2017 - HRC meeting, 7:00 p.11).., City Hall Willamette Room 
January 29, 2017 - "My American Life" series, 11 :40 a.m., Albany First Christian Church 

February 10, 2017 - Deadline for submission ofHRA nomination forms 
After February 10, 2017 - HRA Subcommittee meets to evaluate HRA applications and makes recommendations 
February 23, 2017 - Coffee With A Cop, 8:00-10:00 a.m., Allann Bros Beanery Cafe, 1852 Fescue Street SE 
February 26, 2017 - "My American Life" series, 11 :40 a.m., Albany First Christian Church 
February 28, 2017 -HRC meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall Willamette Room 

March 1, 2017 - Unity Celebration, 4:30 p.m., LBCC 
March 19, 2017 - "My American Life" series, 11 :40 a.m., Albany First Christian Church 
March 26, 2017 - "My American Life" series, 11 :40 a.m., Albany First Christian Church 
Manh 28, 2917 HR€ m@@ting, 7:QQ JHH., City Hall Willarn@tt@ R@HHH canceled 

April 25, 2017 - HRC/HAC joint meeting, 3 :00 p.m., City Hall Municipal Court Room 
- April HRC meeting, 4:00 p.m., City Hall Municipal Court Room 

April 26, 2017 - City Council meeting, 7: 15 p.m., Council Chambers - 2016 Human Relations Awards presentation 

May-1017 -Mental Health month 
May 18, 2017 - Coffee with A Cop, 7:00-9:00 a.m., North Albany Starbucks, North Albany Village 

- HEART to Heart Resource Fair @Boys & Girls Club, 9:00 a.m. - 1 :00 p.m. 
May 23, 2017 -HRC meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall Willamette Room 

June 26-29, 2017 - Safety Camp for kids entering Grades 4-6, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., South Albany High School 
June 27, 2017 - HRC meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall Willamette Room 

July 6, 2017 -River Rhythms concert (first concert of the 2017 series) [Pablo Cruise], Monteith Riverpark 
Week of July 16, 2017 - LBGT Pride Week 
July 20, 2017 -River Rhythms concert [Matt Nathanson], Monteith Riverpark 
July 24-27, 2017 - Safety Camp for kids entering Grades 4-6, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., South Albany High School 
July 25, 2017 -HRC meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall Willamette Room 
July 27, 2017 - River Rhythms concert {Young Dubliners], Monteith Riverpark 
July 30, 2017 - Festival Latino, noon-4:00 p.m., Monteith Riverpark 

August 1, 2017 - National Night Out Event 
August 3, 2017 - River Rhythms concert [MJ Live], Monteith Riverpark 
August 10, 2017 - River Rhythms concert [Tracy Lawrence], Monteith Riverpark 
August 25-27, 2017 - Northwest Art & Air Festival, Timber-Linn Memorial Park 
August 22, 2017 - HRC meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall Willamette Room 

September 26, 2017 -HRC meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall Municipal Court Room 

October 2016- Submission of 2017 Human Relations Award (HRA) nomination forms [October 6-December 1} 

- Mental Illness Awareness month 
October 3, 10, 17, and/or 24, 2017 -Community Meal (in conjunction with Mental Illness Awareness month) 

4:30-6:30 p.m., First Christian Church, 432 Ferry Street SW, Albany 
October 24, 2017 - HRC/HAC joint meeting, 3 :00 p.m., City Hall Municipal Court Room 

- October HRC meeting, 4:00 p.m., City Hall Municipal Court Room 

November 2017 - Submission of2017 HRA nomination forms [October 6-December 1] 
November 1, 2017 - Annual Summit on Homelessness, 9:00 a.m.-noon, ?? (possible new location) 
November 28, 2017 -HRC meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall Willamette Room 
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Calendar of Events for 2017 

December 1, 2017 - Deadline for submission of 2017 HRA nomination forms 
After December 1, 2017 -HRA Subcommittee meets to evaluate HRA applications and makes recommendations 
December 26, 2017 -HRC meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall Willamette Room 

G: \Administrative Services\City Manager's Office\Human Relations Commission\2017 Calendar of Events dated 6-15-17.doc 
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