
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION & HISPANIC ADVISORY COUNCIL

 

  
Human Relations Commissioners present: 

 
Human Relations Commissioners absent: 

 
Hispanic Advisory Committee members present:

 
Staff present: 

 
Others present: 
  
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Human Relations Commission (HRC) Chair 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Introductions 
 
Cervantes welcomed everyone and thanked 
routed (see agenda file). 
 
Sharing of respective missions and focus 
 
Cervantes explained the mission for HRC.  Iris 
Hispanic Community and how they work in cooperation with the City to connect Hispanics with City services.  Cervantes 
said that there is a mutual interest between this Commission, the HAC, and the City since the Latino population is 
growing in the community.  Cervantes explained that supporting each other’s mission is what this meeting is designed for.  
Their desire is to be a resource to the community.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Coffee with a Cop 
 
Cervantes encouraged the HAC members to attend 
flyer, noting that it describes the event in both English and Spanish (
Albany Police Department to hold a future event at the coffee shop on the LBCC campus.  
 
HEART to Heart Resource Fair 
 
Rosa Plascencia explained the event to the group that the 
the HRC’s participation in past years, describing it as an o
how the HRC can support the community.  
group to get the word out.  Flyers have been 
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Safety Camp for kids 
 
Deputy Fire Marshal – Compliance Alfredo Mendez explained the program and how it helps the high risk, low-income 
students by giving them an educational event to do during the summer break.  The camp will be held at South Albany 
High School, which is closer to the community pool.  Camp attendees can swim every day.  Mendez said that the program 
is building relationships with the community kids.  Kids from last year remember Mendez and greet him when he is out in 
the community.  There is a fee for the camp, but scholarships are available.  Mendez noted that Deputy Fire Marshal - 
Risk Reduction/PIO Sandy Roberts is the contact person for the event.  Mendez will take any questions from the group 
and forward them on to her.  Cervantes asked if the flyers for the event would be translated in Spanish.  Mendez said that 
he would check. 
 
Summer Concerts 
 
Cervantes explained that the Parks & Recreation Department appreciates volunteers at these concerts.  Assistant City 
Manager/CIO/Interim Economic Development Director Jorge Salinas informed the group that the scheduled concerts are 
listed on the City’s website.   
 
Festival Latino 
 
The planning committee met last week.  The time of year that the event is held has been changed to coordinate better with 
other events the Parks & Recreation Department handles.  Subcommittees have been established.  Carrasco shared that 
collaboration was discussed.  She said the discussion on changing the date of the event was difficult.  The options for the 
date were all in July, and there was opinion that July is a busy time of year for Hispanic families.  Carrasco noted that in 
the end, all agreed to try the new date.  The planning committee will meet again on May 16.   
 
Cervantes informed the group that different locations were considered, with South Albany High School being one of 
them.  The high school was voted down because it was felt that the original location in the downtown area was more open 
to the community and the closeness of the river more desirable.  Nancy Greenman noted that it is close to the new 
carousel.  She suggested the festival provide information regarding the carousel.  Carrasco will talk to Recreations 
Program Manager Katie Nooshazar.  Greenman then suggested the HRC and HAC advertise the festival when they 
volunteer at the River Rhythm concerts and tell people the festival will be at the same location as the concerts.  It was 
noted that parking could be difficult with the carousel up and running.  Mendez requested that the Fire Department be 
notified when vendors are first setting up in order to speed up the safety inspection process.  Cervantes expressed his 
desire that the food vendors clearly post their prices and that their pricing would be reasonable for families. 
 
Albany National Night Out 
 
Mendez explained the safety aspect of the evening, describing it as a good way for community and safety enforcement to 
get together.  Cervantes instructed the group to contact the Police Department if their neighborhoods want to host an 
event.   
 
Northwest Art & Air Festival 
 
Cervantes informed the group that the Parks & Recreation Department are seeking volunteers for the festival.  Kislingbury 
noted how exceptional the children’s activities are at the summer events, especially the ones at Festival Latino.  Referring 
to Festival Latino, Cervantes stressed that they allow enough time in between performers.  Carrasco responded that they 
plan to do a raffle between the performers. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Cervantes announced LBCC’s OneVibe Diversity Day on Wednesday, May 10, 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The event 
promises a wide variety of activities.   
 
  



Joint Meeting of Human Relations Commission & Hispanic Advisory Council 
Page 3 
April 25, 2017 
 
Cervantes asked the group if there were any issues.  In response, Salinas introduced Sylvia Hernandez.  Hernandez 
thanked the group for the service they were providing and said that she sees this Commission as a way for her to get more 
involved.  Hernandez came to the meeting to gain support in solving an issue within the Hispanic community that was 
brought to her attention.  Landlords are using scare tactics to get tenants to pay more than they should for their housing.  
Cervantes shared that this issue had been brought to the Commission before.  He asked Hernandez if it was a particular 
complex.  Hernandez answered that she did not know but would find out.  She explained that the tenants do not file 
complaints because they are afraid to show up at court.  Salinas, explaining that the City Manager talked with the 
landlords of the past issue, said that it would be helpful to know if this current issue was at the same complex.  The 
discussion turned to helping the minority population to obtain attorney services.  It was noted that St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church has expressed an interest in hosting an event where attorneys would be present to provide assistance.  Jaya Conser 
Lapham shared that she knows of an organization that has hosted such events in the past.  She said that many in the 
minority community don’t know what their rights are.  There is fear in the community, even with those who have legal 
status.  Fear affects her family.  Salinas was going to investigate the matter Hernandez brought forward and report back to 
the group. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
Tuesday, October 24, 2017 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Cervantes adjourned the meeting at 3:58 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Gina Burrese Jorge Salinas 
Administrative Assistant  Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer 
 


