
APPROVED:  May 23, 2017 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION (HRC) 

City Hall, Municipal Court Room 
Tuesday, April 25, 2017 

MINUTES 
 
 
Commissioners present: Javier Cervantes, Graham Kislingbury, Kim Whitley, Alice Brockgreitens 
 
Commissioners absent: Tina Dodge Vera (excused), Chris Equinoa (excused), Denise Hughes-Tafen (excused) 
 
Staff present: Jorge Salinas, Assistant City Manager/CIO/Interim Economic Development Director 
 
Others present: None. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Javier Cervantes called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
February 28, 2017 
 
MOTION:  Alice Brockgreitens made a motion to approve the minutes; Kim Whitley seconded.  Approved 4-0. 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public 
 
None. 
 
Revitalization of HRC’s goals/missions 
 
Graham Kislingbury suggested adding the word “inclusive.”  He had read an article that talked about inclusivity and how 
many perceive there is no problem.  Kislingbury described that he came across this perception when seeking the creation 
of this Commission.  The group decided to conduct the rest of the meeting and use whatever time was leftover to discuss 
how they would like to reword the mission.   
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
2016 Human Relations Award presentations 
 
It was decided that Cervantes and Brockgreitens will present the awards at the City Council meeting.  The group 
discussed the desire to have a news release announcing the winners and including their pictures.  Assistant City 
Manager/CIO/Interim Economic Development Director Jorge Salinas agreed to talk to Public Information Office Marilyn 
Smith about having a news release.  Graham and Cervantes will see about taking the photos.   
 
Mental Health Month 
 
MOTION:  Graham Kislingbury made a motion for the HRC to support this year’s Mental Health Month Proclamation; 
Alice Brockgreitens seconded.  Approved 4-0. 
 
Coffee with a Cop 
 
This was discussed at the joint meeting with the HAC prior to this meeting. 
 
HEART to Heart Resource Fair 
 
This was discussed at joint meeting with the HAC earlier. 
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UPDATES 
 
Other volunteer opportunities 
 
Kislingbury suggested the Liberty Tree Fair at LBCC, Thursday, May 11. 
 
Linn-Benton Hispanic Advisory Committee (HAC) 
 
There was no discussion as they had just met with HAC before this meeting. 
 
2017 Calendar of Events 
 
Cervantes requested adding LBCC’s OneVibe Diversity Day on May 10.  Kislingbury requested adding the Liberty Tree 
Fair at LBCC on May 11. 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSON 
 
The group continued to discuss how they would like to reword the mission and concurred on a few changes:   

• 2.25.010 Purpose: Change “promote harmonious relations among the citizens of Albany” to “strengthen 
connections within Albany’s diverse community.” 

• 2.25.020 Criteria to be considered for appointment:  Correct the unnecessary capitalization of “City” in the 
last sentence.   

• 2.25.040 Duties and responsibilities:  Change the end of the fourth sentence from “relations in the 
community” to “relations, committing to diversity, equity, and inclusion.”  Also, change the end of the fifth 
sentence from “recommending community activities that may be expected to promote positive change” to 
“recommendations that may be expected to promote positive change.” 

 
Cervantes reported that approximately 38 people attended the free screening of the film Cesar Chavez at the Pix Theatre 
on April 22.  Twenty-two students and a few of the parents participated in a lunch discussion afterward at Taqueria 
Alonzo.  They raised $46 towards expenses, and a grant (Racial Equity Across High School & College Grant) covered the 
rest of the expenses for the screening and lunch.  Cervantes commented that the event coincided with Earth Day and the 
weekend of the anniversary of Cesar Chavez’ death.  Brockgreitens shared that she attended the screening with her 
husband.  The group discussed other possible screenings such as Moonlight and Hidden Figures.   
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: 
 
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Cervantes adjourned the meeting at 4:34 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Gina Burrese Jorge Salinas 
Administrative Assistant  Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer/ 
   Interim Economic Development Director 


