
APPROVED:  April 25, 2017 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION (HRC) 

City Hall, Municipal Court Room 
Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

MINUTES 
 
 
Commissioners present: Javier Cervantes, Graham Kislingbury, Kim Whitley, Chris Equinoa, Alice Brockgreitens 
 
Commissioners absent: Tina Dodge Vera, excused; Denise Hughes-Tafen, excused 
 
Staff present: Jorge Salinas, Assistant City Manager/CIO/Interim Economic Development Director 
 
Others present: David Mote 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Javier Cervantes called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW COMMISSION MEMBER 
 
The group welcomed Alice Brockgreitens to the meeting.  Cervantes asked what drew her to the HRC.  Brockgreitens 
answered that the results of the last election for the country shocked her.  She explained that she realized she could not 
complain about the results when she was not doing anything to help change it.  Applying to the HRC was a way of 
making a difference. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
January 24, 2017 
 
MOTION:  Graham Kislingbury made a motion to approve the minutes; Chris Equinoa seconded.  Approved 5-0. 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public 
 
David Mote, as a member of the public, stood up and said that he did not come with any business but wanted to express 
that he could relate with Brockgreitens’ sentiments in her introduction.   
 
Revitalization of HRC’s goals/missions 
 
The Commissioners decided to postpone this discussion until after they have reviewed a copy of the HRC’s mission 
statement.  Assistant City Manager/CIO/Interim Economic Development Director Jorge Salinas agreed to send an 
electronic copy of the statement to the Commissioners.  Cervantes requested that the discussion be added to the next 
agenda.   
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Unity Celebration (Wednesday, March 1; 4:30 p.m., LBCC) 
 
Cervantes said that he invited the City Councilors, Mayor, and HAC to the event.  Equinoa, who attended the event two 
years ago, encouraged the Commissioners to attend, saying the individualism of the participants was inspiring.  Cervantes 
noted that the celebration might not be appropriate for younger children.   
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UPDATES 
 
Human Relations Award for Calendar Year 2016 
 
The Commission agreed that they will vote through email.  They requested that staff send an email out tomorrow since 
three of the Commissioners will become unavailable starting next week through the end of March.  They also agreed to 
have the awards presented during an April City Council meeting instead of presenting in March.   
 
Since a majority of the Commissioners will be gone when the March HRC meeting is to occur, it was decided to cancel 
the March meeting and meet again on April 25 for the combined meeting with the HAC. 
 
Other volunteer opportunities 
 
Kislingbury shared that GAPS is looking for volunteers to go door-to-door for their bond measure.  There are meetings 
every Tuesday night at 6:00 p.m. at the OEA office:  2885 Cedarwood Ct SE, Albany, OR  97322.  The contact person is 
Pat Eastman, 541-979-3000. 
 
Linn-Benton Hispanic Advisory Committee (HAC) 
 
Cervantes reported that the Parks & Recreation Department staff attended the meeting and presented updates and changes 
for Festival Latino: 

• A steering committee will include three HAC members, one HRC Commissioner, one representative from GAPS, 
one representative from LBCC, one Parks & Recreation Commissioner, and three Parks & Recreation 
Administration employees. 

• The date of the event is changing from a weekend in September to one in July 
 
Cervantes asked if any of the Commissioners were interested in serving on the steering committee and recommended Tina 
Dodge Vera as a possibility for the position.  It was decided that if Dodge Vera was not interested, Kislingbury will serve.  
Kislingbury is also interested in serving on a subcommittee if Dodge Vera accepts the steering committee position.   
 
Cervantes explained that the reason for the date change presented by the Parks & Recreation Department would be to 
minimize costs and maximize outreach. 
 
Cervantes reported that the HAC discussed the new OSU High School Equivalency Program (HEP) for migrant or 
seasonal farm workers.  He passed around a flyer and brochure for the program (see agenda file). 
 
2017 Calendar of Events 
 
Kislingbury noted a correction under the March portion of the Calendar:  The date for the “My American Life” series 
should be changed from January 22 to March 19.   
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSON 
 
Equinoa, Cervantes, and Tina Dodge Vera attended the February 23 Coffee With a Cop event.  Equinoa shared that he 
spoke with Police Chief Mario Lattanzio and Crime Prevention Specialist Brad Conner in regards to what the Police 
Department is doing to ease fears and tensions around the recent presidential orders for immigration.  He conveyed to 
them that the Police Department needs to be issuing some sort of statement letting immigrants know they are welcome, 
safe, and supported.  Lattanzio and Conner recognized this topic is on a lot of people’s minds.  Lattanzio responded to 
Equinoa saying that he is open to making a statement but would need to make sure that it was not anything that could be 
seen as political.   
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Cervantes expressed his confusion and frustration of such a statement being seen as political when it has already been 
determined that state resources and personnel cannot be used for the purpose of enforcing federal immigration laws.  He 
said that he does not see how reiterating the state law could be taken as a controversial or political statement.  
Brockgreitens noted that the City of Salem unanimously passed a resolution for inclusiveness.  Cervantes shared that he 
knows of individuals who are so afraid right now that they are not leaving their homes or ever leaving their children alone.  
He stated that it is the role of this Commission to let community members know that Albany police will not ask their 
immigration status. 
 
Cervantes recommended going before the Council and restating the resolution presented by the Commission to the 
Council a couple of years ago about being a welcoming community.  Salinas will look up the resolution for the 
Commission to review as an agenda item in April and see about restating it to the City Council in May. 
 
Kislingbury gave an update on his inquiry into the notification process to Board and Commission applicants.  After 
speaking with the Mayor, he learned that a process is already in place.  Formal notification letters are prepared for the 
Mayor’s signature and then released after all decisions have been made by Council.  After January’s HRC meeting, HAC 
member Iris Carrasco went to a City Council meeting to express her concern over the process.  She received clarification 
on the process and her concerns were answered.  Salinas reported that in light of this conversation, there will now be a 
status page on the City’s website.  Applicants are not notified until after it has gone to Council.  Cervantes noted that he 
would like to see Commissioners with expired terms to receive a phone call in addition to the letter as a sign of 
appreciation.  Kislingbury noted that he will discontinue his creation of a draft resolution requesting a notification process.   
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: 
 
Tuesday, April 25, 2017 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Cervantes adjourned the meeting at 7:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Gina Burrese Jorge Salinas 
Administrative Assistant  Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer/ 
   Interim Economic Development Director 


