
APPROVED:  July 28, 2009 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

City Hall Calapooia Room 
Tuesday, June 23, 2009 

7:00 p.m.  
 

MINUTES 
 
Commissioners present: Marian Anderson, Jodi Nelson, Nancy Greenman, Margaret Martinez 
 
Commissioners absent: Jeffery Evans (excused), Kim Whitley (excused) 
 
Staff present: Wes Hare, City Manager; Marilyn Smith, PIO/Management Assistant 
 
Others present: Michael Thomson 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Vice Chair Jodi Nelson called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
May 26, 2009 
 
MOTION:  Nancy Greenman moved to approve the minutes; Margaret Martinez seconded.  Approved 4-0. 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public 
 
Michael Thomson introduced himself to the HRC and said that he is on the City Council Agenda for appointment to the 
HRC tomorrow, Wednesday, June 24, 2009. 
 
Community Conversation Subcommittee Proposal 
 
Greenman said that at last month’s meeting the HRC talked about wanting to do something positive in the community.  
The HRC formed a subcommittee to make our presence known in the community and to recognize that we are available 
for people to come and talk to us.  Greenman and Whitley made up the subcommittee and met to start planning meetings 
in the community.  They knew that the City of Albany is conducting a citizens’ satisfaction survey and would use the 
information gathered to help start discussions with members of the community.  Greenman said that the HRC should 
come up with something that makes sense to the group and guide the group on our path.  Greenman and Whitley first 
reviewed the mandate in the resolution and came up with “initiating a positive, inclusive, and welcoming environment in 
the City of Albany.”  Nelson asked if the word “positive” might keep people from bringing up possible issues or concerns.  
Marilyn suggested leaving the word “positive” out as the sentence without it still refers to what the HRC is trying to 
convey.  The idea is to go out into the community and hold a meeting in each ward.  Greenman said that if it is successful, 
we can have more meetings in the city if we choose.  The point is to let people know we exist; the other point is 
connecting with people so they know about the meetings.  Greenman asked everyone to be thinking of discussion 
questions for those meetings.  The results of the survey may be a springboard to collect ideas for discussions at the 
meetings.  Greenman noticed that the survey that was sent out by the City has only collected 96 responses as reported in 
the Albany Democrat-Herald.  She wondered if this was typical.  Smith said that 2,000 surveys were sent out and about 
200 were returned as undeliverable.  Martinez wondered if this was due to economic issues and that people may have had 
to move.  Nelson asked what pieces of the survey might be useful to the HRC.  Greenman thought that there were several 
different questions that could be useful to the HRC.  She thinks that it will be interesting to see if the survey results match 
the current demographics of the city.  Hare said that the notion of the survey is to see if citizens are happy living in 
Albany.  Anderson said that it seems like reaching the public is an issue, and we should have at least one publicity type 
event to bring people in.  Hare asked Nelson how active Everybody’s Neighborhood Network (ENN) is.  She said they are 
more of a virtual community now.  Hare thinks using ENN might be a way to get widespread publicity.  Greenman and 
Whitley have setup some tentative dates for meetings in each ward.  They feel it is best to get these set up now while the 
momentum is high.  Greenman asked what everyone else thought.   
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Martinez said that she thinks there are many in the Hispanic culture that may be reluctant to come to these meetings.  She 
suggested contacting the local churches to help publicize the meetings.  Nelson said that this is an excellent idea and to 
also communicate with the leadership folks as they can help publicize, too.  Nelson said that we should get started in 
August.  Nelson asked if there would be a meeting dedicated to Spanish interpretation and that we may want to contact 
Delia or someone else to find the right place to get connected with the Hispanic community.  Martinez said that there is 
usually a social gathering after church service.  Greenman thought we should have the first meeting and then set up the 
other meetings.  There is a meeting room list that Smith sent to Greenman and Whitley.  Smith said that the City Attorney 
said the group can have meetings at churches but suggests avoiding them as there may be conflict with citizens wanting to 
attend.  West Albany High School or Takena Elementary was suggested for the first meeting in Ward I.  Anderson asked 
if the Senior Center could be an option and to think about all different types of people we can reach – old, young, different 
cultures, etc.  Hare said that we could use the Senior Center.  Smith said that the Senior Center is the venue for the Latino 
Festival.  Ray’s Food Place also has a meeting room.   
 
Tentatively, the first meeting in Ward I will be held at Ray’s Food Place.  Lakeshore Lanes was suggested for the Ward II 
meeting.  The Ward III meeting will be held at the New Library.  The additional meeting may be held at St. Mary’s.  
Thomson said that he is eager to help and a major task will be getting citizens to attend these meeting.  Hare said that the 
more contacts this group makes, the more successful these meetings will be.  Greenman said that at the July meeting she 
would like to work on talking points.  Hare said that you may want to call these meetings “focus groups” and center them 
around the survey and finding out if people like living in Albany.  Nelson said that we will really want to have an outcome 
or goal to that we want to achieve from these meetings.  The YMCA is also in Ward II, and Marilyn will check on the cost 
for reserving a meeting room. 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 
 
Nelson said that she wanted to bring up the blog that Graham Kislingbury had written regarding Gene Belhumeur.  Nelson 
said that she would like to make a recommendation to the Council to have the Mayor do a proclamation “to help create a 
community and a better place to live.”  Nelson said that she can get the information to Smith.  Smith said that this could 
be something to also include in City Bridges.  Nelson would like to discuss this at the next meeting.  Coinciding this 
proclamation to Gene’s birthday would make a nice tribute to him.   
 
Anderson said that she won’t be at the July 28 Meeting.  Smith said that she won’t be at that meeting either. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
Tuesday, July 28, 2009, 7:00 p.m., in the Willamette Room. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Signature on file. 
 
Diana Eilers 
Administrative Assistant I 
 
 
Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file. 
 
Wes Hare 
City Manager 


