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Call to Order 
 
Mayor Alex Johnson II called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Alex Johnson II and Councilors Dick Olsen, Matilda Novak, Stacey 

Bartholomew, Ray Kopczynski, Bessie Johnson, and Marilyn Smith 
 
Councilors absent: None. 

 
Business from the Public 4:01 p.m. 

 
Johnson II read the guidelines for business from the public. 
 
Daniel Dietz and Sharon Gisler asked that the council review and strike section 7.84.220-250 of the 
Albany Municipal Code, Enhanced Enforcement Area. Dietz said that these sub-parts are not being 
enforced. They require a report from staff every six months, which has not happened. He said that the 
sub-parts of the code may exclude individuals from meals and services at downtown churches and 
from using the courts. 
 
Alana Kenagy said she would resubmit electronic written testimony* which was corrupted during the 
submission process. Kenagy spoke about following HB 2001 and the joint work of the city council and 
the planning commission on the implementation of the bill’s provisions. 
 

Comprehensive Plan and Development Code Priorities 4:11 p.m. 
 
Community Development Director Jeff Blaine introduced Development Services Manager Matthew 
Ruettgers, who will serve as the new community development director, and Scott Whyte, the new 
planning supervisor. 
 
Blaine asked the councilors to fill out the sheet attached to the packet, ranking their priorities, and 
return it to him by April 30, 2021. 
 
Councilor Bessie Johnson said that developing priorities needs to be done jointly with staff, since staff 
knows how difficult each item would be to complete. 
 
Blaine gave the following responses to questions from the council: 

• The planning commission’s top four priorities, starting with most important, are housing 
affordability, comprehensive plan, mixed-use zones, and zone change. 

• There is a possibility of including item H – Temporary Placement of Manufactured Homes and 
RVs, in the broader discussion about item A – Housing Affordability. 

 
City Services Fee Update 4:35 p.m. 

 
City Manager Peter Troedsson reviewed the steps leading to the current discussion. IT Director Sean 
Park spoke about the current low-income assistance program. He gave the following responses to 
questions from the council: 

• The current low-income assistance program covers water utilities. 
• Those considered “low-income” are senior citizens or disabled individuals at a certain income 

level, based on family size. 
 

Troedsson noted that expanding the low-income assistance program is a long-term goal. He said that 
current projections indicate that the City budget will have a $5 million shortfall in the 2021-2022 fiscal 
year. 
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Park shared a PowerPoint* that showed projected gross revenue based on a variety of proposed fee 
levels. 
 
Troedsson said information about the budget shortfall and the proposed city services fee will be 
shared through all possible avenues, including City Bridges and inserts in utility bills. The root cause of 
the budget imbalance is Measures 5, 47, and 50, which capped property tax growth in the 1990s at a 
lower rate than the current growing cost of services. 
 
Councilor Dick Olsen said that he could support a sliding scale for the fee. 

 
Business from the Council 4:57 p.m. 

 
Councilor Ray Kopczynski said that he is in favor of removing the enhanced law enforcement area. He 
said that while he voted to establish the zone, it seems like it is not being used or enforced. Olsen 
agreed. 
 
Councilor Marilyn Smith said she would like a report from the police department with statistics related 
to the enhanced enforcement zone. 
 

City Manager Report 5:04 p.m. 
 
Troedsson said that the link to the draft 2021-2023 budget will be distributed to councilors the following 
day, April 27, 2021. 
 
Troedsson introduced a request from Police Chief Marcia Harnden for a policy waver to live just outside 
of Albany city limits. He noted that the requirement for directors to live inside the city limits was set by 
resolution in the early 1990s. He recommended that the council approve the request. 
 
MOTION: Smith moved to grant the policy waiver to allow Chief Harnden to live outside city limits. 
Kopczynski seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 
 
Johnson asked if the council wanted to consider repealing the resolution and no longer have the 
director residency requirement. Johnson II said that staff can return at a future meeting with a report 
on the topic for council discussion. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:11 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Gabriel Shepherd Peter Troedsson 
Recorder City Manager  
 
 
*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. Documents from staff 
are posted to the website after the meeting. Documents submitted by the public are available by emailing 
cityclerk@cityofalbany.net. 
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