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MINUTES 
Wednesday, August 11, 2021 

Regular Session  
Hybrid Format 

Approved: September 8, 2021 

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mayor Alex Johnson II called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The mayor led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Alex Johnson II and Councilors Dick Olsen, Stacey Bartholomew, Bessie 

Johnson, and Marilyn Smith 
 
 Councilors Matilda Novak and Ray Kopczynski attended virtually. 
 
Councilors absent: None. 
 
Business from the Public 6:01 p.m. 

 
Brad Dennis of Albany said the city services fee is actually a tax. He presented documents* to support 
his position. He believes a more appropriate way to raise funds is by a local option levy on the ballot. 
 
David Whitman of Albany said he lives on social security and a pension. He doesn’t understand why the 
city services fee didn’t go to a vote. 
 

Second Reading of Ordinance 6:09 p.m. 
AMC 2.66.070, Personal Services Contracts amendments 
 
The ordinance had its first reading at the meeting of July 28, 2021. A motion to read the ordinance a 
second time at the same meeting failed 4-1. 
 
City Attorney Sean Kidd read the ordinance a second time in title only: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NO. 5612 TO CLARIFY THE PROCEDURES USED FOR PERSONAL SERVICES CONTRACTS 
RELATED TO MUNICIPAL COURT SERVICES. 
 
MOTION: Councilor Bessie Johnson moved to adopt the ordinance. Councilor Marilyn Smith seconded 
the motion, and it passed 6-0. The ordinance was designated Ordinance No. 5965. 
 

Adoption of Consent Agenda 6:10 p.m. 
a. Accepting Bryant Seton’s resignation from the Public Safety Commission. 
b. Appointing Keith Kolkow to the Human Relations Commission. 
c. Approval of minutes 

1) June 9, 2021, council meeting  
2) June 21, 2021, work session 

d. Adoption of resolutions 
1)  IGA with City of Lebanon for jail space RES NO. 7036 
2) Accepting sidewalk easement, 24th Avenue Rehabilitation, ST-21-04 RES NO. 7037 
3) Approval of proposed council meeting schedule for November/December 2021 
 
Councilor Matilda Novak requested corrections to the June 9 minutes. Staff will review the requested 
changes. 
 
Johnson requested that the June 21 minutes show her absence as excused. 
 
MOTION: Councilor Ray Kopczynski moved to adopt the consent agenda with the requested changes. 
The motion was seconded, and passed 6-0. 
 

Business from the Council 6:18 p.m. 
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Novak said she has a potential appointee for the Human Relations Commission. She asked if we need 
to receive a completed application from him. He is paralyzed and has an assistant who can help him. 
City Manager pro tem Chris Bailey said she would have someone contact him about completing his 
application. 
 
Councilor Dick Olsen said he noticed that the Central Albany Revitalization Area (CARA) meeting 
scheduled for August has been canceled. The June and July meetings were also canceled. He has a 
constituent who would like to present a project to the CARA. Olsen invited her to the August meeting.  
 
MOTION: Olsen moved to have a CARA meeting next week as scheduled. Novak seconded the 
motion. 
 
City Attorney Sean Kidd advised that the motion to hold a CARA meeting should be made in an 
Albany Revitalization Agency meeting, not a meeting of the city council. 
 
Economic Development Manager Seth Sherry explained the cancellation. The ARA is focusing on 
several large projects, and there hasn’t been new business for consideration. He spoke to Olsen’s 
constituents today. They have an application and will come to the September meeting. 
 
MOTION: Olsen moved that the city council request that the CARA hold a meeting on Wednesday, 
August 18, as scheduled. Novak seconded the motion. 
 
Discussion followed. 
 
Olsen withdrew his first motion, and Novak agreed to the withdrawal. 
 
Motion to request the CARA to hold a meeting on August 18, 2021, failed 2-4, with Bartholomew, 
Johnson, Kopczynski, and Smith voting against. 
 
Johnson II mentioned Oregon Governor Kate Brown’s indoor mask mandate taking effect Friday, 
August 13. Kopczynski said he thinks masks on the dais make it hard to hear and understand, and 
detract from transparency. Until the council can meet unmasked, he will attend virtually. 
 
MOTION: Novak moved to return to virtual meetings until the mask mandate is lifted. Smith seconded 
the motion, which passed 6-0. 
 
Kidd spoke regarding the concerns raised by Dennis and Whitman. He said service fees have been 
litigated up to the Oregon supreme court, which has determined that a service fee is not a tax and 
does not violate the constitution, Measure 50, or Measure 5.  
 

Adjournment 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Allison Liesse Peter Troedsson 
Deputy City Clerk City Manager  
 
 
*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. Documents from staff 
are posted to the website after the meeting. Documents submitted by the public are available by emailing 
cityclerk@cityofalbany.net. 
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