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MINUTES 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 

Regular Session  
REMOTE 

Approved: April 14, 2021 

 
 
Call to order and pledge of allegiance 
 
Mayor Alex Johnson II called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The mayor led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Alex Johnson II and Councilors Dick Olsen, Matilda Novak, Stacey 

Bartholomew, Ray Kopczynski, Bessie Johnson, and Marilyn Smith 
 
Councilors absent: None. 
 
Proclamation 

Child Abuse Prevention Month 
The mayor read the proclamation. 
 

Legislative/quasi-judicial public hearing 
OPEN: The mayor called the public hearing to order at 6:06 p.m. 
 
Staff report: Planner III Melissa Anderson presented slides.* She summed up the noticing and public 
hearing process, described the location of the property, and explained the review criteria. She said the 
proposal is straightforward and meets all of the review criteria. 
 
Councilor Ray Kopczynski asked how subsequent development of the property might be affected by 
HB2001. Anderson said we will not know for certain until the developer is ready to apply for permits. 
 
Olsen asked if 6,500-square-foot lots are the smallest allowable for this property. Smaller lot sizes 
might mean more affordable housing. Anderson said RS-5 zoning would allow smaller lots, but that 
isn’t being proposed. She doesn’t think we can require the applicant to do RS-5. They would have to 
do the full public-notice process again. Olsen asked if triplexes and fourplexes can be built on 6,500-
square-foot lots. Anderson said the proposed RS-6.5 zone currently would allow only single-family 
homes, and duplexes on corner lots. 
 
Johnson II asked if there is any plan for a grocery store near the property. Anderson said no. The long-
range plan for this area has no small commercial development next to this property. To add it, we 
would have to amend the long-range plan and the comprehensive plan map. Johnson II asked how 
many lots will be developed on the property. Anderson said she will find out. 
 
Applicant testimony: Jed Truett of Metro Planning in Springfield spoke representing the applicant, 
Hayden Homes, LLC. He said there are wetlands on the property, so development will probably be 
clustered with lots around 5,000 square feet. The overall density will not be more than in a standard 
subdivision in an RS6-5 zone. 
 
Johnson II asked if the applicant has done a traffic study. Development Services Manager Matthew 
Ruettgers said if a traffic study is required, it will be done with a subdivision application. 
 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
CLOSE: Johnson II closed the public hearing at 6:38 p.m. 
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MOTION: Councilor Marilyn Smith moved the City Council adopt an ordinance that would approve 
the land use application for annexation with concurrent rezone to RS-6.5 under planning files AN-03-
20 and ZC-04-20, as described in the March 15, 2021, staff report. The motion is based on the findings 
and conclusions in the staff report, testimony presented at the hearing, and the findings in support of 
the application made by the City Council during deliberations on this matter. Councilor Ray 
Kopczynski seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 
 
City Attorney Sean Kidd read the ordinance to annex for the first time in title only: AN ORDINANCE 
PROCLAIMING ANNEXATION OF A PROPERTY IDENTIFIED ON LINN COUNTY ASSESSOR’S MAP NO. 
11S-03W-20 AS TAX LOT 606; AND AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4441, WHICH ADOPTED THE CITY 
OF ALBANY ZONING MAP BY AMENDING THE ALBANY ZONING MAP AND ADOPTING FINDINGS OF 
FACT AND CONCLUSIONS. 
 
MOTION: Councilor Bessie Johnson moved to read the ordinance a second time in title only. Olsen 
seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 
 
Kidd read the ordinance a second time in title only. 
 
MOTION: Smith moved to adopt the ordinance. Johnson seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. The 
ordinance was designated Ord. No. 5955. 
 
MOTION: Councilor Stacey Bartholomew moved the City Council adopt an ordinance that would 
withdraw a 35.32-acre parcel located north of 3795 Lochner Road SE from the Albany Rural Fire 
Protection District. Smith seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 
 
Kidd read the ordinance for the first time in title only: AN ORDINANCE WITHDRAWING TERRITORY 
IDENTIFIED ON LINN COUNTY ASSESSOR’S MAP NO. 11S-03W-20 AS TAX LOT 606 FROM THE 
ALBANY RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT. 
 
MOTION: Johnson moved to have the ordinance read a second time in title only. Kopczynski 
seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 
 
Kidd read the ordinance for the second time in title only. 
 
MOTION: Johnson moved to adopt the ordinance. Smith seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. The 
ordinance was designated Ord. No. 5956. 
 

Business from the Public 6:47 p.m. 
Jill Zeller, 2010 17th Avenue SW, read a letter regarding Hazelwood Park. 
 

Award of contract 6:51 p.m. 
2021 Pipe Bursting Projects, SS-21-01 

 
Engineering Director Staci Belcastro described the project and the advantages of trenchless repair. 
 
Johnson said the City knows Emery and Sons, and the award is less than the engineer’s estimate. 
 
MOTION: Kopczynski moved to award the contract to Emery & Sons Construction Group, LLC, in the 
amount of $750,030. Smith seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 
 

Adoption of consent agenda 6:53 p.m. 
a. Accepting Claudia Dean’s resignation from the Landmarks Commission 
b. Approval of minutes 

1 )  January 11, 2021, work session. 
2 )  January 25, 2021, work session. 
3 )  February 10, 2021, meeting. 

c. Adoption of resolutions 
1 )  Accepting CRRSA funding for Albany Municipal Airport. RES NO. 6978 

 
MOTION: Smith moved to adopt the consent agenda as presented. Councilor Matilda Novak 
seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 
 
 
 



ALBANY CITY COUNCIL  Page 3 of 4 
March 24, 2021 
 

Staff reports 
a. City services fee options 

 
City Manager Peter Troedsson showed a slide.* He reminded the council that if they decide on a 
rate structure, they are not committed to establishing a fee. They are doing the work now so that 
if the City needs a fee, it won’t take a year to put one in place. 
 
Deb Galardi, of Galardi Rothstein Group, also presented slides* comparing four fee options. She 
explained scalability and complexity. She explained how each option worked. 
 
Johnson said businesses will pass the fees on to customers and apartment owners will pass it 
through to renters. It’s hard to know what’s best. 
 
Councilor Dick Olsen said the options that charge by meter size scale in proportion to the actual 
demand on the city’s resources. He likes Option 3. 
 
IT Director Sean Park said Options 3 and 4 on the slide would take about 120 days to build out. 
 
Kopczynski said this is an exercise to come up with a tool. The council should focus on the tool, 
not the dollar amounts used as examples. He thinks Option 3 is correct.  
 
Johnson said it bothers her that these are just examples. She’s not sure how to choose something 
without real examples. Troedsson said this is real in the way the costs are allocated out. It isn’t the 
full picture, but it illustrates how the burden would be proportionately shared.  
 
MOTION: Kopczynski moved to direct staff to prepare Option 3 for implementation if needed. 
Smith seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 
 

b. Cooperative Procurement Memberships, NCPA 7:37 p.m. 
 
Finance Director Jeanna Yeager said staff is requesting approval to enter into cooperative 
agreements. The City currently has several such agreements, and they save staff time and money. 
 
Olsen asked if we ever check on the cooperatives to make sure we’re getting the best price. 
Yeager said yes, and our purchases through cooperatives also come to the council for approval.  
 
MOTION: Johnson moved to approve. Kopczynski seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 
 

Business from the Council 7:39 p.m. 
Kopczynski has heard from a citizen about speeding on Oak Street between Queen Avenue and 
Pacific Boulevard, including large trucks. The citizen said the police put out a digital display, but it 
didn’t make any difference. Kopczynski asked if we can do a traffic count. Troedsson said he will check 
into getting one done.  
 
Olsen said he also hears complaints about Ferry Street between Ninth Avenue and downtown, where 
a truck driver school is training new drivers. Besides the annoyance, it’s hard on streets. He suggested 
finding out which driving school is using the street and asking them to spread their training over 
other streets, too.  
 
Bartholomew asked about the planned transition to hybrid (digital/in-person) meetings. Troedsson 
said today’s hybrid executive leadership team (ELT) meeting worked well. April 12 will be the first 
hybrid council meeting. Those in the building will still have to wear masks and keep social distance.  
 
Johnson II said he’s selected the members of the Human Relations Commission subcommittee 
discussed at Monday’s work session. Dr Greg Hamann (facilitator), Commissioners Juan Meave, 
Stephanie Newton, and Leslie Chartier, and Councilors Stacey Bartholomew, Marilyn Smith, and Dick 
Olsen. Johnson II will chair the subcommittee. 

 
City manager report 7:50 p.m. 

Troedsson said the ELT discussed the American Rescue Plan Act and the funds that will come to 
Albany. The money offers a lot of opportunities to help the community. Troedsson said staff will start 
building a team of community members to identify needs and how to match them with funding. 
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Next Meeting Dates 
Monday, April 12, 2021; 4:00 p.m. work session 
Wednesday, April 14, 2021; 6:00 p.m. regular meeting 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Allison Liesse Peter Troedsson 
Deputy City Clerk City Manager  
 
 
*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. Documents from staff 
are posted to the website after the meeting. Documents submitted by the public are available by emailing 
cityclerk@cityofalbany.net. 
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