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Regular Session 
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CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. The mayor led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, Alex 

Johnson II, Dick Olsen, Mike Sykes, and Rich Kellum (arrived at 7:48 p.m.) 
 
Councilors absent: None. 
 
Special Presentations 7:17 p.m. 

a. Human Relations Commission awards. 
Human Relations Commission (HRC) Chair Stephanie Newton presented individual awards to 
Jenny Oryshchyn (runner-up) and Joann Zimmer. The awards for business or organization went to 
the Mid-Valley Prelude Sinfonia (runner-up) and No Dinx.  
 

b. Human Relations Commission 2019 annual report.  7:31 p.m. 
Newton presented the annual report with slides (she did not submit the slides for the record). 

 
Public Hearings 7:48 p.m. 

a. CDBG 2019 annual report, citizens participation plan amendments, 2020 action plan amendment, 
and community needs. 

i. Amending citizen participation plan as adopted by Resolution No. 6879.  Res. No. 6925 
ii. Amending 2020 Action Plan as adopted by Resolution No. 6880. Res. No. 6926 

 
OPEN: Konopa opened the public hearing at 7:48 p.m. 
 
Planner III Anne Catlin said staff received written comments, which were emailed to the council 
today (see agenda file). She presented slides showing 2019 Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) program accomplishments for 2019 (see agenda file). 
 
Catlin said the amendments to the citizen participation plan supplement those proposed back in 
April 2020 to address emergency situations. For the 2020 action plan, staff recommends using 
$40,000 currently allocated to small-business grants to address both child-care and business 
needs related to COVID-19.  
 
Councilor Mike Sykes said that people who need emergency housing assistance have to prove 
COVID impact. He asked if the government shutdown is not proof enough. Catlin said the 
Community Services Consortium (CSC) is managing rent relief funds. They require an application 
and income information. Catlin will ask the CSC if the process can be streamlined. 
 
Councilor Bessie Johnson said she would like to hear from the CSC about their process. Catlin will 
ask them to attend an October council meeting. 
 
Councilor Alex Johnson II also asked for information from DevNW, and Catlin said she would ask 
them for a report. 
 
No one in the audience wished to comment. 
 
CLOSE: Konopa closed the public hearing at 8:17 p.m. 
 
MOTION: Sykes moved to adopt both resolutions. Johnson II seconded the motion, and it passed 
6-0. 
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Adoption of Resolution 8:18 p.m. 
Adopting additional Parks & Recreation fees. 
 
Parks & Recreation Director Kim Lyddane said the proposed fees align with the recent discussion with 
the council.  
 
MOTION: Johnson II moved to approve the fees. Sykes seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. The 
resolution was designated Res. No. 6927. 
 

Business from the Public 8:20 p.m. 
 
Konopa clarified that the council has not disbanded the Human Relations Commission (HRC). They 
have put it on hold due to vacancies that make it difficult to assemble a quorum. Recruitment starts in 
about November, and appointments are made in January. Konopa asked if the council wanted to take 
other action. 
 
Konopa said six people sent comments about the HRC before the deadline of 5:00 p.m. September 22, 
2020 (see agenda file). A number of comments were received after the deadline. Konopa read the 
names of the comments received after the deadline (see agenda file). Three of the people submitting 
comments also asked to speak. 
 
Javier Cervantes said he did not want to give his address because of hostility toward people of color. 
He said he was chair of the HRC for three years, and a member for three years before that. The HRC is 
always involved in controversy because of the nature of the topics discussed. He feels some councilors 
have disrespected the HRC and him personally. When he left the HRC, he didn’t receive a phone call, 
as others have. 
 
Keith Kolkow, 2020 17th Avenue SW, thanked the council for their service to the community. He said 
they have a duty to appoint people to the HRC and should act to do so. 
 
Graham Kislingbury, 1240 10th Avenue SW, said he loved being on the HRC. When he was a member, 
the HRC agreed on their mission, but not on anything else. He asked the councilors to leave 
appointments to the next council.  
 

Second Reading of Ordinances 8:47 p.m. 
a. Albany Development Code amendment package, DC-02-20. 
b. Amending Albany Municipal Code, Chapter 7.98, Tree Regulations. 

 
Both ordinances received first readings in title only at the September 9, 2020, council meeting. 
Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director Jeff Blaine said staff is trying to 
respond to testimony received during that public hearing and to capture the findings and 
conclusions. They recommend that the council do second readings and the following actions: on 
the first ordinance (the development code amendments), either not consider the ordinance or 
vote it down; and on the second ordinance (municipal code amendments), defer voting on 
passage until the new development code ordinance has been disposed of. 
 
City Attorney Sean Kidd read “Albany Development Code amendment package, DC-02-20,” for 
the second time in title only.  
 
MOTION: Councilor Bill Coburn moved to adopt the ordinance. Johnson seconded the motion, 
which failed 0-6. 
 
Kidd read “Amending Albany Municipal Code, Chapter 7.98, Tree Regulations,” for the second 
time in title only. 
 
MOTION: Sykes moved to defer action on this ordinance until after action is taken on DC-02-20. 
Kellum seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 
 

First Reading of Ordinance 8:53 p.m. 
Albany Development Code amendment package, DC-02-20 (New) 
 
Blaine said with this ordinance, staff has provided additional findings and conclusions based on public 
testimony, as well as the language from the sample motion provided for the public hearing. He asked 
the council to make the motion as written on page 59 of the agenda packet.  
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Kidd read the ordinance for the first time in title only: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 
4441, WHICH ADOPTED THE CITY OF ALBANY DEVELOPMENT CODE, BY AMENDING THE ALBANY 
DEVELOPMENT CODE TEXT AND ADOPTING FINDINGS. 
 
MOTION: Coburn moved to have the ordinance read for the second time in title only. Johnson 
seconded the motion, which passed 5-1 , with Councilor Dick Olsen voting no. A second reading in 
title only in the same meeting requires a unanimous vote of the council. This item will come back to 
the October 14, 2020, council meeting for a second reading.  
 

Adoption of Resolution 8:57 p.m. 
Authorizing financing of system development charges for 2845 Santiam Hwy SE. 

 
MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt the resolution. Sykes seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 
The resolution was designated Res. No. 6928. 
 

Award of Contract 8:59 p.m. 
Americans with Disabilities self-evaluation and transition plan, MS-20-01. 
 
City Engineer Staci Belcastro said staff recommends awarding the contract to MIG of Portland in the 
amount of $193,781. The plan will help the City meet federal requirements under Title II, Americans 
with Disabilities. MIG’s fee proposal was consistent with similar work done in other cities. 
 
Motion: Sykes moved to award the contract as outlined in the staff report. Olsen seconded the 
motion. The motion passed 5-1, with Johnson II voting no. 
 

Adoption of Consent Calendar 9:01 p.m. 
a. Accepting Jessica Brenneman’s resignation from the Human Relations Commission. 
b. Accepting Daniel Ropp’s resignation from the Human Relations Commission. 
c. Approval of minutes 

1 )  July 22, 2020, meeting. 
d. Adoption of resolution 

1 )  Accepting grant from Linn County for youth services. RES NO. 6929 
 
Johnson clarified that every person who resigns from a citizen advisory group receives a certificate 
and a letter of thanks. A phone call is not part of the protocol. 
 
MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt the consent calendar as presented. Johnson seconded the motion, 
which passed 6-0. 
 

Business from the Public 9:03 p.m. 
 
Konopa reopened business from the public. 
 
Mathilda Novak, 3383 NW Summerhill Place, asked to clarify that when people step down from a 
citizen advisory group, they receive a certificate, but not a phone call. Konopa said yes. 
 
Kellum said Cervantes was upset with him (Kellum) because he made a deal with Cervantes. Cervantes 
denied Kellum’s claim. 
 
Jody Yoder didn’t give her address because some people don’t feel safe giving their addresses. She 
said it’s the council’s job to make sure that citizen advisory groups work in a way that’s good for the 
community. 
 
Kidd said the ordinance on page 59 of the packet contains language that should be in the motion to 
adopt. He wished to clarify that the motion to approve was based on that language. Coburn said that 
was his intent. Konopa reminded the council that the ordinance will come back for a second reading 
and adoption, and they can use that language then. 
 

Business from the Council 9:18 p.m. 
 
Coburn mentioned a flier City Manager Peter Troedsson sent about a potential new bus route from 
Salem to Albany (see agenda file). 
 
Troedsson announced that Deputy City Manager/CIO Jorge Salinas has taken a position as a deputy 
county manager in Florida as of Jan 4. He commended Salinas for his work with the City of Albany. 
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Recess to Executive Session 

The council recessed into executive session at 9:27 p.m. 
 

Reconvene 
The council reconvened into regular session at 9:38 p.m. 
 

Next Meeting Dates 
Monday, Oct 12, 2020; 4:00 p.m. work session 
Wednesday, October 14, 2020; 7:15 p.m. council meeting 
 

Adjournment 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:39 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Allison Liesse Peter Troedsson 
Deputy City Clerk City Manager 
 
 
Note: Staff handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Staff Handouts” column. 
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