
 

CITY OF ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 

Monday, September 24, 2018 

Work Session 

Municipal Courtroom, City Hall 

Approved: November 7, 2018 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa (absent from 4:05 p.m. to 4:40 p.m.) and Councilors 

Rich Kellum, Bessie Johnson, Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes 
 
Councilors absent:  Councilor Bill Coburn (excused) 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC  4:00 p.m. 
 
None. 
 
REGIONAL ACCELERATOR AND INNOVATION NETWORK (RAIN) PRESENTATION 4:01 p.m. 
 
Konopa left the meeting for another commitment at 4:05 p.m. and returned at 4:40 p.m., during which time Councilor Dick Olsen 
chaired the meeting. 
 
Economic Development Manager Seth Sherry noted that the City’s Strategic Plan includes goals that speak to 
enhancing the value and diversity of the local economy through businesses and strengthening partnerships with 
economic entities around the region. The City’s economic development strategy includes an ongoing 
partnership with the Albany-Millersburg Economic Development Corporation (AMEDC) on recruitment, 
business retention and expansion efforts; an urban renewal strategy for the Central Albany Revitalization Area 
(CARA) district; and staff work with local and outside companies trying to navigate growth and expansion in 
Albany. One area that the City has not spent much time on is supporting entrepreneurs and start-up companies. 
The Regional Accelerator and Innovation Network (RAIN) specializes in finding and supporting entrepreneurs. 
Staff has invited representatives from RAIN to speak to Council about a potential partnership with the City. 
 
RAIN Executive Director Caroline Cummings and Venture Catalyst Corey Wright reviewed their backgrounds 
and gave a presentation on the RAIN Model for Unleashing the Entrepreneurial Spirit in the Albany Area (see 
agenda file). The presentation included information about the organization’s funding sources, economic 
impacts, successes, models used, and entrepreneurs assisted. RAIN was established to advance the formation 
of high-growth companies in Lane, Linn, Benton, and Lincoln counties. The organization connects 
entrepreneurs to people, programs, and capital, and supports four accelerators in the region. Since RAIN was 
initially invited to Albany in early 2016, they have launched their model, hosted events, identified entrepreneurs 
and supports, identified a list of stakeholders, and recruited one angel investor. The foundation is set to take 
the initiative to the next level, and they have worked with staff to draft a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) for $10,000 for two years during which RAIN would raise additional funds, conduct research to assess 
needs and recommendations, host more targeted events, find and train angel investors, and track and report on 
progress. 
 
In response to questions from Council, Cummings explained that RAIN supports traded sector businesses that 
have a desire to sell their product nationally or internationally, bring wealth and jobs into the region, and scale 
fast.  RAIN partners with small business development centers and community college programs around the 
state. If an entrepreneur is not a fit with RAIN, the organization refers them to the appropriate resources. 
 
It was agreed that staff would bring forward an MOU for Council’s consideration.  
 
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL GRANT APPLICATION 4:28 p.m. 
 
Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish reviewed a potential application for a Safe Routes to School grant 
through the Oregon Department of Transportation. He reviewed the grant criteria, the match requirements, 
and the process used by staff to identify potential projects near Lafayette and South Shore elementary schools. 
The application would be submitted on October 15 and, if successful, grant funds would be expected in 2019. 
Council approval would be needed to accept the grant.  
 
Council indicated that staff could submit the grant application.   
 
 



ALBANY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES  Page 2 of 2 

September 24, 2018 
 

CONNECTION FEE DISCUSSION                 4:34 p.m. 
 
City Engineer Staci Belcastro referred to previous discussions and Council direction regarding connection 
charges. She reviewed information in the staff memorandum related to the current policy and consideration of 
potential changes. Staff suggested that Council may want to reconsider policies regarding sewer and water 
installation costs before determining the appropriate fee amount, as well as whether the City should continue 
to pay for service installation on properties paying connection charges. Council provided general feedback. 
 
Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director Jeff Blaine explained that this is one of 
several items related to connection charges which will be combined and brought back to Council at a future 
meeting. 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 4:47 p.m. 
 
None. 
 
CITY MANAGER REPORT                  4:48 p.m. 
 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:49 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Teresa Nix     Ed Hodney 
Recorder     City Manager pro tem 


