
 

CITY OF ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 

Monday, September 10, 2018 

Work Session 

Linn-Benton Community College 

LBCC Board Room, Calapooia Center 

Approved: November 7, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie 

Johnson, Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes 
 
Councilors absent:  None 
 
The Councilors, staff, and audience members introduced themselves. 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 4:06 p.m. 
 
There was none. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF MAYOR OR COUNCILOR TO ALBANY DEVELOPMENT CODE 
AMENDMENTS TASK FORCE 4:06 p.m. 

 
This item was moved up the agenda to accommodate staff schedules. 
 
MOTION: Councilor Mike Sykes moved to appoint Councilor Rich Kellum to the Albany Development 
Code Amendments Task Force. Councilor Bessie Johnson seconded the motion. 
 
Councilor Dick Olsen nominated Konopa. Konopa declined the nomination. 
 
VOTE: The motion passed 5-1, with Olsen voting against. 
 

STREET MAINTENANCE PUBLIC OUTREACH PLAN 4:09 p.m. 
 
Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director Jeff Blaine said this outreach is a 
collaborative effort with City Manager Peter Troedsson and Management Assistant/Communications 
Officer Marilyn Smith. Public Works will be talking to local service clubs and building a website, but they 
also want to take advantage of unique opportunities to reach the public. At Troedsson’s suggestion, they 
will be participating in the Chamber of Commerce’s Business Extravaganza September 19, and they plan 
to host a Chamber open house event. 
 
First, Public Works wants to make sure their website is complete and current. The website worked well in 
outreach for the stormwater utility, and they plan to take the same approach for street maintenance. The 
website information will aim to educate people about how Public Works rates street condition and about 
good street maintenance practices. 
 
Kellum asked if Public Works plans to post video of current street conditions. Blaine said yes. Smith and 
Media & Applications Developer Matt Harrington are working on video. 
 
Blaine handed out information cards (see agenda file) illustrating pavement condition. 
 
Troedsson said the team is working on five key messages, which will be presented to the Council when 
they are complete. 
 

WAVERLY DRIVE SCHOOL ZONE SIGNS 4:19 p.m. 
 
Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish presented two handouts (see agenda file). The first handout has 
information about school crossing signs from the Oregon Department of Transportation’s (ODOT) 
website. 
 
There are two categories of school zones. Condition A is right next to school property. There are two 
posting options for Condition A: reduced speed on school days from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; or reduced 
speed when lights flash. The second option requires a flashing light and a computer program that operates 
with the school schedule. This program requires continual adjustments. The City doesn’t have any of these. 
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Condition B school zones are crosswalks not adjacent to school grounds. There are two posting options 
for Condition B: reduced speed when children are present, and reduced speed when lights flash.  
 
Irish’s second handout shows ODOT recommendations for regulating school zones. Reduced speeds are 
encouraged on streets next to school grounds when the posted speed is 40 miles per hour (mph) or less. 
According to ODOT, reduced speed zones may need further justification when a crosswalk is not next to 
school grounds. Waverly Drive falls into this category. 
 
Irish said the Council has four options for Waverly drive. The first option is to leave it as it is. The reduced 
speed distance is just over 1/4 mile. It takes a driver about 45 seconds to travel this distance at 20 mph. 
Option Two is to eliminate the reduced speed zone entirely. The third option is to shorten the reduced 
speed zone, and the fourth is to use flashing lights. Staff doesn’t recommend Option Four because of the 
cost of installing and maintaining the system. 
 
Councilor Bill Coburn said it takes 20 seconds longer to drive the reduced speed section at 20 mph rather 
than at 40 mph. Kellum said the issue is the sudden reduction in speed. Drivers on Waverly can see whether 
or not there are pedestrians, but they have to slow down anyway. 
 
Irish said the clearest option is to simply eliminate the reduced speed zone, which is allowed by ODOT’s 
standards.  
 
Coburn said he isn’t comfortable with that. It would take only one accident with a student to raise the 
question of why the Council eliminated the reduced speed zone. 
 
The Council agreed to take no action on this issue. 
 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 4:36 p.m. 
 
Councilor Bessie Johnson thanked LBCC President Greg Hamann and Dean of Business, Applied 
Technology and Industry David Becker for the tour of the mechatronics laboratory. 
 
Konopa said she received a letter of thanks from the Northwest Tandem Rally for the City’s sponsorship 
(see agenda file). 
 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 
Troedsson added his thanks to LBCC for the tour and meeting facility. He noted there is a 9/11 ceremony 
tomorrow, September 11, at 8:46 a.m. in front of the Linn County Courthouse. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:37 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Allison Liesse     Peter Troedsson  
Deputy City Clerk    City Manager 
 
 
Note: Staff handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Staff Handouts” column. 


