
 

CITY OF ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 
 

 

MINUTES 

Monday, April 23, 2018 

4:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers, City Hall 

Approved: May 23, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Konopa led the pledge of allegiance.  

ROLL CALL 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bessie Johnson,           

Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes 
 
Councilors absent:  Councilor Bill Coburn (excused) 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None. 

CALAPOOIA WATERSHED COUNCIL UPDATE                                                                      4:01 p.m. 

Collin McCandless, Interim Executive Director of the Calapooia Watershed Council, presented an Annual 

Report for July 2016-2017 (see agenda file). The report included information about the organization and its 

restoration and youth education projects. Restoration projects within the City of Albany include Cox Creek, 

Bryant Park, Oak Creek Open Space, and Bowman Park. The Youth Education Project worked with 1,387 

students from 18 schools, either in the classroom or in the field, including outdoor school. Brief discussion 

followed regarding efforts to eradicate invasive species around the river. 

CARA STREETSCAPE PROJECT CONTRACT INCREASE                                                          4:09 p.m. 

City Engineer Staci Belcastro distributed and reviewed a staff memorandum.  Council was asked to consider a 

construction contract increase of more than 10 percent to Emery & Sons Construction Group of Salem, 

Oregon. The CARA Advisory Board previously heard a staff report and passed a motion approving Pavement 

Option 3. 

MOTION: Councilor Rich Kellum moved to approve the contract increase for Paving Option 3. Councilor 

Ray Kopczynski seconded the motion, and it passed 5-0. 

MILLERSBURG FIRE PROTECTION IGA                                                                                   4:11 p.m. 

Albany Fire Chief John Bradner gave a presentation on an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) with 

Millersburg for Delivery of Emergency Services (see agenda file). The presentation included information about 

rural fire districts, rates and services provided, comparisons with other cities, and details of the subject IGA.  

Bradner explained that staff is working through concerns, proceeding with negotiations with the labor union, 

and planning to move forward with a two-person crew and apparatus. Under the IGA, Millersburg will pay the 

City of Albany $2 per $1,000 of assessed value for Fire Services (estimated $1 million the first year), provide a 

fire station that Albany Fire will staff with two personnel, and contribute an additional $35,000 per year toward 

equipment replacement.  

Discussion followed regarding the OSHA mandate that requires a two-person crew to wait until additional 

personnel arrive before making entry to a structure fire. Councilors expressed concerns about these limited 

capabilities. Bradner shared the concern, but he noted that this is an improvement over what exists and that a 

second crew could be added when Millersburg grows and the revenue stream increases.  

Discussion followed regarding details of the IGA, including financial reimbursement in the near term and as 

growth occurs.  Konopa felt it was important to ensure that the City receives full cost recovery. 

This item will be on the April 25, 2018, Council meeting agenda.   
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RADAR SPEED SIGNS                                                                                                                   4:43 p.m. 

Belcastro reviewed the staff memorandum. Council was asked to determine whether to install Radar Speed 

Display (RSD) signs in the City of Albany. This issue was brought forward due to periodic citizen requests to 

Council and interest from the Albany Police Department. The staff memo outlines advantages and 

disadvantages. Staff found that RSD signs have the potential to be a valuable tool in reducing travel speeds on 

certain roads; however, that benefit should be weighed against the costs of procurement, installation, and 

ongoing operation and maintenance.  

In discussion, Police Chief Mario Lattanzio and Public Works Operations Director Chris Bailey explained that 

the Police Department purchased a RSD sign last year with the intent of using it on a temporary basis at multiple 

locations; however, Public Works staff found that the sign would require a concrete base, making it difficult to 

use on a temporary basis.  Discussion followed regarding possible installation procedures and temporary sign 

locations.  Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish added input regarding placement options. 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to direct staff to install a temporary sign, collect data, and bring back additional 

information. Councilor Bessie Johnson seconded the motion, and it passed 5-0. 

BRANDIS PROPERTY SALE AMENDMENTS                                                                            5:07 p.m. 

Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director Jeff Blaine noted that the City Council held 

a public hearing on April 26, 2017, and subsequently approved the sale of 7.54 acres of property east of 

Interstate 5 and North of Knox Butte Road, referred to as the “Brandis Property.” Council was asked to 

consider an amendment to the 2017 agreements which incorporates current permitting strategy.  

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to approve the property sale amendments. Councilor Mike Sykes seconded the 

motion, and it passed 5-0.  

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL                                                                                                5:08 p.m. 

None. 

CITY MANAGER REPORT                                                                                                            5:09 p.m. 

Deputy City Manager/CIO Jorge Salinas and Albany Millersburg Economic Development Corporation 

(AMEDC) President John Pascone presented a proposed revision that would add motels and destination resorts 

to the list of businesses that are eligible for enterprise zone exemptions. This item will be on the July 11 Council 

meeting agenda. 

Salinas asked Irish to respond to questions previously raised by Council about Lochner Road improvements 

and whether it would be feasible to remove from the design the sidewalk improvements on the north side of 

the road near the railroad tracks. Irish advised that sidewalk improvements will be needed on the north side of 

the road as development occurs and head trips are created. If no sidewalk exists when that property develops, a 

pedestrian crossing would be required at the curb and without good site distance. Delaying the sidewalk 

improvements would likely result in the City adding them later at a higher cost and duplication of required 

processes for water quality features and jurisdictional wetlands. Brief discussion followed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:23 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

Teresa Nix Jorge Salinas  
Recorder Deputy City Manager/CIO 
 
 

Note: Handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Meeting Handouts” column. 


