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CITY OF ALBANY 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

Municipal Court Room 

Monday, February 26, 2018 

4:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL  

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, 

Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes. 

   

Councilors absent: None 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC                                                                                                                4:01 p.m. 

 

Skyline Terrace Sewer Service 

 

Cindy Petrovich, 2515 NW Skyline Terrace, introduced herself and Dan and Jennie Vaage, potential buyers of the 

house at 2565 NW Skyline Terrace.  Gil Bernal, owner of 2565 NW Skyline Terrace, was present by telephone.  

Letters submitted by Skyline Terrace residents were provided (see agenda file).  

 

Petrovich requested that the City Council approve the use of connection fee reserves to complete sewer extension 

to the east end of Skyline Terrace.  She said this action would complete a project started in 2017, would be 

relatively inexpensive, would double connections to the sewer main, would bring no other properties to within 

300 feet of City sewer, and would provide equitable treatment among neighbors in the area. 

 

In response to questions from Council, Bernal and Petrovich explained that they understand that private 

developments are required to pay for sewer hookups; however, those developments are done for profit, while this 

request is from existing residents whose sewer situation changed through no fault of their own and who are 

looking at substantial costs due to adjacent development. 

 

Brief discussion followed regarding options and timelines. 

 

MOTION:  Councilor Dick Olsen moved to direct staff to bring this item and the associated policy to a future 

Council meeting. Councilor Bessie Johnson seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 

 

Other  

 

Tom Cordier, 2240 NW Park Terrace, and Steve Arasmith, 2344 40th Avenue SE, submitted and reviewed two 

graphics that they prepared using data from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NEAP) (see agenda 

file).  The graphics compared revenue per student and teacher salaries to test scores across the 50 states.  The 

information was presented to support Cordier’s previous testimony about Albany students’ low scores on 

standardized math tests and the state of Massachusetts’ success in raising test scores, and to rebut comments that 

better scores in Massachusetts were due to higher funding there.  Cordier and Arasmith asserted that the data 

show there is no correlation between revenues spent per student and test scores.  They asked that Council try to 

influence local schools to do better academically.  Brief discussion followed. 

 

LICENSE TO OCCUPY PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS LODGE HALL    4:36 p.m. 

 

Development Services Manager Matthew Ruettgers reviewed a request from the Knights of the Pythias Lodge 

Hall for a license to occupy a portion of the public right-of-way on Lyon Street SW.  Approval of the request 

would authorize installation of security doors that swing into the public right-of-way and placement of two 

protective decorative bollard assemblies outside the doors. 

 

Brief discussion followed regarding the request and the proposed improvements.  Several Councilors suggested 

that planters may be preferable to the proposed bollards. 

 

MOTION:  Councilor Ray Kopczynski moved to approve the license to occupy.  Councilor Rich Kellum 

seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 

 

LICENSE TO OCCUPY PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR ABC HOUSE                                                 4:47 p.m. 

 

Ruettgers reviewed a request for a license to occupy public right-of-way for the new ABC House on Fifth Avenue 

SW.  Approval of the request would authorize portions of the expanded footprint of the building to encroach into 

the right-of-way (pilasters, downspouts and eve overhangs). 
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MOTION:  Councilor Bill Coburn moved to approve the license to occupy.  Councilor Mike Sykes seconded the 

motion, and it passed 6-0.  

 

CITY OF ALBANY URBAN ENTERPRISE ZONE                                                                                  4:52 p.m. 

 

Albany-Millersburg Economic Development Corporation (AMEDC) President John Pascone reviewed the history 

of Albany’s participation in the Albany-Millersburg Enterprise Zone, which expired in 1996, and the South 

Santiam Enterprise Zone, which will sunset this summer.  The South Santiam Enterprise Zone will likely be 

renewed; however, the City is no longer eligible to participate because its population is now over 50,000.  If 

Albany wants the benefits of an enterprise zone for its industrial land, it will be necessary to create an urban 

enterprise zone for the City. 

 

Discussion followed regarding the benefits of an enterprise zone and the process to establish one for Albany.  

 

MOTION: Johnson moved to direct staff to bring a map and resolution for establishing an enterprise zone to a 

future meeting.  Kopczynski seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 

 

WATER UTILITY SERVICES FEES AND CHARGES                                                                            5:03 p.m. 

 

Public Works and Community Development Business Manager Jeff Babbitt referred to Council’s previous 

direction that staff evaluate Water Utility service fees and charges.  He reviewed staff’s evaluation and 

recommended changes as detailed in the written staff report.  Brief discussion followed. 

 

MOTION:  Coburn moved to direct staff to bring a resolution with new service fees and charges to a future 

meeting.  Kellum seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 

 

Council agreed that the new rates would be effective immediately after approval of the resolution. 

 

CANAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH CITY OF LEBANON                                 5:16 p.m. 

 

Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director Jeff Blaine updated Council on the 

Intergovernmental Agreement with the City of Lebanon regarding the Santiam-Albany Canal.  He reviewed new 

estimated timeframes for completion as provided in the written staff report. 

 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to accept new estimated timeframes for completion of select Canal improvements.  

Coburn seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 

 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION SYSTEM UPDATE                                                                                   5:25 p.m. 

 

Deputy City Manager/CIO Jorge Salinas provided an update on the enterprise resource planning (ERP) 

replacement system project.  Staff recommends that Council adopt a resolution awarding Tyler Technologies a 

contract for implementation and annual maintenance and support for the ERP system.  This item will be on the 

February 28, 2018, Council Regular Session agenda. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL                                                                                                            5:28 p.m. 

 

Kellum expressed appreciation to staff for correcting a problem that he reported on Commercial Way. 

 

Coburn expressed appreciation to staff for addressing a complaint he received about steel plates on First Avenue.    

 

Brief discussion followed regarding the timeframe for ODOT work on Ellsworth and Lyons Streets. 

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT                                                                                                                        5:32 p.m. 

 

City Manager Peter Troedsson reviewed revisions to the City Councilor Manual intended to provide value to new 

Councilors as well as members of the public who are interested in how Council operates. 

 

Following discussion, it was agreed to add language which clarifies that members of the Council have no 

authority as individuals but only as members of the legislative body. 

 

MOTION:  Kellum moved to endorse the City Councilor Manual as revised.  Kopczynski seconded the motion, 

and it passed 6-0. 

 

Troedsson reviewed items presented to Council: an email regarding Skyline Sewer Connections (see agenda file), 

an email with responses to Kellum’s land use questions (see agenda file), and an email regarding photo 

enforcement of red light infractions (see agenda file). 

 

Troedsson advised that items are coming up that will place additional demands on Council and staff time.  He 

asked whether Council would be willing to extend work sessions to accomplish the work as opposed to adding 

additional work sessions.  There was general agreement that Council is open to extending work sessions as 

needed to get business done. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:54 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Teresa Nix Peter Troedsson 

Recorder City Manager 

 

 

 
Note: Staff handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Staff Handouts” 

column. 


