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CITY OF ALBANY  

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

Municipal Court Room 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

4:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL  

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, 

Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes. 

   

Councilors absent: None 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

None 

 

MUNICIPAL COURT ANNUAL REPORT 4:02 p.m. 

 

Municipal Court Judge Robert Scott presented the Albany Municipal Court Judge’s Annual Report for the 

Calendar Year 2017. There was a 33 percent increase over the previous year in number of cases filed, with traffic 

citations going up more than 50 percent.  

 

Scott reviewed issues associated with staff turnover, a new software system, and the increased caseload. One of 

Municipal Court’s full-time clerk positions was eliminated in the 2009 budget reductions, and he recommended 

that position be added back. 

 

Konopa expressed appreciation to Scott for his many years as Municipal Court Judge.  

 

Council agreed to consider adding back a full-time clerk position. This item will be added to the January 24 

regular session agenda. 

 

The Municipal Court Judge’s contract and a resolution appointing Municipal Court Judges Pro Tem will be 

presented for adoption on the January 24 Consent Calendar.  

 

SEWER SERVICE TO 2565 NW SKYLINE TERRACE 4:28 p.m. 

 

City Engineer Staci Belcastro explained that the existing septic system at 2565 Skyline Terrace NW was tested as 

part of a home sale process, and it failed. Repair of the system is not an option due to state regulations that 

prohibit repair or replacement of septic systems if a public sewer is within 300 feet of the property. A letter from 

the subject property owner requesting assistance is included in agenda packets. Alternatives for extending sewer 

to the property were provided in the staff memo.  

 

Following discussion, Council expressed support for Alternative 1 from the staff memo. This alternative would 

have the property owner extend sewer across the frontage of the property and enter into a capital recovery 

agreement with the City through which the owner could eventually be reimbursed a portion of his outlay if the 

property adjacent to the new sewer connects and pays connection fees. 

 

In response to a question from Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director Jeff Blaine, 

Council gave guidance that connection fees should generally be used to help fund infill sewer projects as opposed 

to “one-off” projects associated with a single property.   

 

1% FOR ART 4:49 p.m. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Ed Hodney explained that the Albany Arts Commission (AAC) is proposing a 

public process to install a commissioned work of art on public property in downtown Albany. He reviewed the 

1% for Art policy and explained how it was applied to the new police and fire station buildings. The total 

available for public art is currently $80,200.  

 

Albany Arts Commission Member Julie Jackson gave a PowerPoint presentation called Creating a Vision for 

Public Art in Albany. The presentation included information about the Albany Arts Commission and examples of 

public art in other communities. The Albany Arts Commission has developed a request for proposals for a public 

art installation at a site on the east side of Lyon Street on ODOT property maintained by Albany Parks & 

Recreation. Funds generated by the 1% for Art ordinance will be utilized and the AAC intends to initiate a 

crowdfunding campaign to generate additional funds.  
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The Albany Arts Commission will issue an RFP, narrow down the selections, hold a public forum, and bring a 

recommendation back to City Council for final decision. This item is for information only. 

 

In response to questions from Council, Fire Chief John Bradner explained that restoration of the steam fire 

apparatus would require a broader fundraising effort; he supports use of the funds as proposed. Hodney added that 

staff and the AAC are willing to pursue additional funding to restore the steam engine if that is the Fire Chief’s 

objective.    

 

CITY MANAGER PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 5:15 p.m. 

 

Konopa noted that Councilors turned in performance evaluations for the City’s Manager’s six-month review, and 

all Councilors were pleased with his performance. Another evaluation will be done at the one-year anniversary of 

hire with annual evaluations going forward.   

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

Sykes commended Fire Department personnel for providing life-saving care to one of his employees who had a 

serious medical event earlier today. 

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

Blaine referred to current rate-setting processes for the three utilities and previous Council questions about 

whether the processes could be consolidated. Staff believes that a system where rates take effect at different times 

of year is beneficial due to reduced impact on people, as well as seasonality benefits. Staff asked whether Council 

would like to try a process that would include an annual discussion and approval of the three utility rates, but with 

increases continuing to take effect at the time of year they have in the past. Council expressed support for trying 

the new process. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Teresa Nix Peter Troedsson 

Recorder City Manager 


