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JOINT MEETING 

ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 

and 

GREATER ALBANY PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD 

Albany City Hall Council Chambers 

Monday, February 12, 2018 

7:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Konopa led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

INTRODUCTIONS  

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bessie Johnson, Ray 

Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes. 

 

Councilors absent: Councilor Bill Coburn 

 

Board members present: Board Chair Micah Smith and Directors Kim Butzner, Lyle Utt, and Jennifer Ward 

 

Board members absent: Director Frank Bricker 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Perry Willard, a workers’ advocate from Washington, and Mr. Guerreo, a Eugene resident, submitted and 

reviewed information in support of West Side Iron workers who have gone on strike to protest abusive working 

conditions (see agenda file). West Side Iron may bid for projects associated with the school bond. 

 

Dee Wu, a Portland resident and Jobs With Justice volunteer, spoke in support of the striking West Side Iron 

workers. The organization’s members believe that public jobs should pay well, treat people well, and use 

reputable contractors so that buildings are constructed safely for future inhabitants. 

 

Tom Cordier, North Albany, addressed what he believes is a lack of academic excellence exhibited in scores for 

state-mandated math tests. He shared data on test scores at several Albany schools and suggested that the way to 

improve scores is for the public to be aware and demand better systems. He discussed how educators in 

Massachusetts improved their education system, and he opined that the Albany School Board is unwilling to take 

the steps necessary for change. 

 

Nicole Schukow, 2110 17th Avenue SW, is a mom who supports dual immersion at South Shore Elementary 

School. She has heard that dual immersion students will go to Calapooia Middle School or North Albany Middle 

School; she thinks either school could be a great option.  

 

Robert Camaliloo, a Clackamas County resident, spoke in support of the West Side Iron workers. He understands 

that the workers have tried to meet with the School Board; he urged the Board to meet with them.   

 

Eric Aguinaga, a resident of Albany, noted that Massachusetts funds its schools at the highest level in the nation, 

three times higher than Oregon. He believes that Albany schools are excellent foundations, that the high schools 

have high graduation rates, that School Board members work tirelessly, and that these are great schools regardless 

of test scores. 

 

DISCUSSION TOPICS 

 

School District’s Equity Pillar: Presentation by John Lenssen             7:23 p.m. 

 

Greater Albany Public School District (GAPS) Superintendent Jim Golden introduced John Lenssen, a consultant 

who is working with GAPS on its process to consider renaming the mascot at South Albany High School, as well 

as working with administrators on the issue of equity.   

 

Lenssen gave a brief presentation on Equity in the Greater Albany Public Schools. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 

states that students must fully benefit from the services they receive. The Oregon Department of Education has 

adopted standards around equity and school boards around the state are adopting associated policies or 

frameworks. The National Equity Project defines equity as raising the achievement of all students while 

simultaneously closing gaps. The goal is for equal opportunity and equitable outcomes, starting with the 

assumption that there is not a level playing field. Consideration should be given to how to remove barriers to 

facilitate equitable outcomes. Access to services and inclusions are cornerstones for equity. 
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Golden reviewed next steps in the multi-year process, noting that GAPS will include goals around equity in its 

strategic plan and work to see improvement over time. 

 

Bond project coordination                 7:51 p.m. 

 

Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director Jeff Blaine reviewed efforts on the part of the 

City to help GAPS bond projects move forward quickly and smoothly. A City employee has been assigned to 

work with the GAPS project manager, and the City looks forward to helping deliver the projects. 

 

Discussion followed regarding ways the City and GAPS can work together on planning and building issues to 

help the school district stay informed ahead of community growth.  

 

Addressing domestic trauma                7:59 p.m. 

 

GAPS Director of Special Programs Ryan Mattingly reviewed information about Adverse Childhood Experiences 

(ACEs), which are stressful or traumatic events that are strongly related to the development and prevalence of 

health problems throughout a person’s lifetime. National statistics and impact on school performance were 

detailed in the written materials (see agenda file).  One out of every four children attending school nationwide has 

been exposed to a traumatic event that can affect learning or behavior. A survey this fall of GAPS teachers found 

that 33 percent of students are at risk for emotional or behavioral disorders. Because there is a high correlation 

between trauma and disruptive school behaviors, Albany schools are adopting an approach that includes 

empowering students, expressing unconditional positive regard, maintaining high expectations, and 

communicating with students around the behavior. 

 

Emergency management coordination/grant application              8:11 p.m. 

 

Albany Emergency Management Specialist Chuck Perino gave an update on a grant application for emergency 

management coordination between the City and GAPS. This came from discussions last year that identified an 

issue with emergency communication with the schools. The grant would allow for the purchase of radio base 

stations for each school, the school administration buildings, and the City’s emergency coordination center. The 

proposed system would be independent of the electrical system and internet to provide for a survivable 

communication system in severe weather or a catastrophic event. The grant application was submitted in January 

and grants will be awarded later this year. 

 

City and GAPS staff expressed that establishing communication between the two entities on this topic has been 

very beneficial. 

 

Cooperative Library projects                8:17 p.m. 

 

Library Director Ed Gallagher reviewed cooperative Library projects and partnerships. A GAPS representative 

serves on the Library Board, and the education of Albany’s kids is one of the Library’s primary objectives. The 

Library raises money for family cards for students who live outside the City limits, helped start the Dolly Parton 

Imagination Library which provides books to youth with goal of fostering strong family bonds and earliest 

literacy, provides story time for children of all ages, and is a leader in preventing summer learning loss. Student 

identification cards now function as Library cards. The Library helped pilot the concept of keeping school 

libraries open during summer months. Library staff attends GAPS open houses and shares information. The 

Library utilizes GAPS students as volunteers which facilitates their community services requirements.  

 

Discussion followed regarding ways to further integrate City and GAPS library services.   

 

Councilor Rich Kellum said that he will have questions at the Budget Committee regarding the funding of Library 

services for students who live outside the City limits. Gallagher noted that program has been funded by private 

funds so far. 

 

Update on Timber Ridge property intergovernmental agreement             8:30 p.m. 

 

Blaine advised that the property deal for the new school site will close on February 13, 2018. 

 

GAPS Business Director Russ Allen advised that a resolution will come to the School Board in two weeks, after 

which the district will sign the papers for the property. He expressed appreciation to City staff, as they have been 

cooperative and easy to work with. 

 

Albany Public Safety Foundation CPR/AED training for Eighth Graders              8:32 p.m. 

 

Albany Fire Chief John Bradner noted that the Fire Department enjoys a positive and collaborative working 

relationship with GAPS, and that the following programs will help the entities work toward improving the safety 

of our community for current and future generations. 

 

Bradner reported that the Fire Department is working with GAPS and a nonprofit organization called Who We 

Play For to provide low-cost heart screening to try to prevent cardiac events in student athletes. The event will be 
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held at South Albany High School on February 24, 2018. Any Willamette Valley student aged 11 and up can get a 

quick screening for $20. 

 

Bradner advised that the Oregon Legislature passed a law in 2015 that all Oregon school children must receive 

CPR/AED training. Beginning March 1, the Fire Department will go to the middle schools and train about 700 

Eighth grade students to meet the legislative objective, as well as to help create a society where everyone is 

trained and can save a life. CPR training equipment will remain at the schools for students to check out and train 

their families, resulting in the training of multiple other individuals in the community. Costs for purchasing the 

equipment and doing the training are being funded by the Albany Public Safety Foundation, a new nonprofit with 

the mission to positively impact the public safety of our community. Brief discussion followed. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL AND THE BOARD 

 

There was no additional business. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Teresa Nix Peter Troedsson 

Recorder     City Manager 

 


