
 

CITY OF ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 

Wednesday, September 12, 2018 

Regular Meeting 

Council Chambers, City Hall 

Approved: November 7, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Konopa led the pledge of allegiance.  

ROLL CALL 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie 

Johnson, Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes 
 
Councilors absent:  None 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS  

 Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) Awards – Don Hudson, Oregon GFOA Liaison.     

 Don Hudson, Tualatin Finance Director, is a past president of GFOA. He provided background about 

Oregon GFOA (OGFOA) and the goals of the organization. OGFOA provides best practice for financial 

accounting, an opportunity for networking, a large collection of publications, and training, among other 

things. They also facilitate three GFOA awards: the Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular 

Annual Financial Reporting (PAFR); the GFOA Distinguished Budget Presentation Award; and the GFOA 

Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting (CAFR). 

Accounting Supervisor J.C. Rowley accepted the CAFR award. There are 119 recipients in Oregon, and 

only 42 are cities. This is the 34th consecutive year that Albany has received this award. 

Accounting Supervisor Anne Baker accepted the PAFR Award. Hudson said there are only eight recipients 

of this award in Oregon, and only five are cities. This is the sixth year that Albany has received this award. 

Baker accepted the Distinguished Budget award. Hudson said there are three reviewers who consider 27 

categories. Recipients of this award must be proficient or outstanding in all four basic categories and meet 

mandatory criteria. Sixty-one members in Oregon applied, and 36 are cities. This is the 26th year Albany 

has received this award. 

Hudson said there are only six entities in Oregon that get all three of these awards. Hudson said the 

environment of excellence in the Finance Department is obvious; citizens should be very proud. 

Plaque presentation by Adrian Rodriguez, American Cancer Society.   
 

Nancy Allnut presented Konopa with the 2018 Relay for Life plaque. She said that over $62,000 was raised 

by the relay.  She presented a plaque to Konopa.   

 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

Communications                                                                                                                         7:26 p.m. 

1 )  Accepting Sue Goodman’s resignation from the Planning Commission.   
 
MOTION:  Councilor Ray Kopczynski moved to accept the resignation. Councilor Johnson seconded 

the motion and it passed 6-0. 

2 )  Accepting Janel Bennett’s resignation from the Library Board.   
 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to accept the resignation. Johnson seconded the motion and it passed 

6-0. 

3 )  Accepting Steve Van Buskirk’s resignation from the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission.   
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MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to accept the resignation. Johnson seconded the motion and it passed 

6-0. 

4 )  Accepting Denise Hughes-Tafen’s resignation from the Human Relations Commission.  
 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to accept the resignation. Johnson seconded the motion and it passed 

6-0. 

 Public Hearing  
 

Approving the sale of three City-owned single-family residential lots to Hudson Capital Corporation.   
 

Open:  Konopa opened the public hearing at 7:28 p.m. 

Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director Jeff Blaine said this public hearing 

is to consider the sale of three residential family lots, commonly referred to as the Brandis property. 

The proposed sale price is $75,000 per lot or $225,000 total, equivalent to the current appraisal. The 

public hearing is to consider this sales price. The purchaser is Myles Breadner, who owns other 

surrounding property and plans to incorporate these parcels into his other developments. 

A signup sheet was available for the public (see agenda file). No one wished to speak. 

Johnson noted that she didn’t find the tax lot. Blaine said they can’t record the plat until the public 

infrastructure is complete. Blaine provided the parent parcel. 

Councilor Rich Kellum noted that there are wetlands surrounding the properties.  

  Close:  Konopa closed the hearing at 7:31 p.m. 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to authorize the City Manager to execute the purchase and sale 
agreement for three lots to Hudson Capital Corporation. Councilor Mike Sykes seconded the motion 
and it passed 6-0. 

 
 Business from the Public                     7:32 p.m. 

Chet Houser, President of the Monteith House Historical Society, said the Board asked him to express 

their concern for keeping a historical presence in Albany. He spoke about a house on Calapooia Street and 

4th Avenue, which at one time belonged to Dr. Hill, and another house on the northeast end of town 

where the builder will construct a Craftsman bungalow from the ground up. Albany has a distinct 

downtown core area, and people like coming to Albany to see the historic district. 

Mark Siegner, 516 Kouns Drive, owns three structures on 4th Avenue and Calapooia Street, which he and 

his wife Tina purchased form Signs of Victory. The Siegners met with City of Albany staff several times. 

Siegner said that the City suggested they try to rehabilitate with the help of Central Albany Revitalization 

Agency (CARA) funding or demolish the buildings and construct historically sensitive buildings. Both 

suggestions seemed plausible and so the Siegners purchased the properties. In an effort at restoration, they 

created a spreadsheet to capture the estimates for each structure, and to add a four-bay garage at the back 

of the property with a duplex above it. In the interim, they had a pre-application meeting with the City and 

Siegner said his overall impression was that the structures needed to come down. In order to exhaust the 

avenue of restoration first, the Siegners submitted an application to CARA. Siegner said CARA denied the 

funding since the proposed associated costs far exceeded a prudent CARA investment. As a result, they 

moved to the second option of demolition.  

Siegner said they met all four demolition criteria, and paid more than $600 in application fees on June 8, 

2018. On September 5, 2018, the hearing before the Landmarks Advisory Commission (LAC) was held. 

The LAC denied their request to demolish, so the Siegners are appealing the LAC’s decision to the City 

Council. 

Johnson said, considering the condition of the houses and the previous owners, she doesn’t think the 

Siegners should have to wait one year to demolish. New construction could be made to look historical.  

City Attorney Sean Kidd said the two options for the Siegners are to appeal the LAC’s decision by the 

deadline, which is Monday, September 17, 2018; or the City Council could set a de novo hearing, which 

would require public notice and no fees. 
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MOTION: Kellum moved to hold a de novo hearing to review the LAC’s decision made at the September 

5, 2018, LAC meeting regarding 331 SW Calapooia Street, 533 SW 4th Avenue, and 525 SW 4th Avenue, 

Albany. Councilor Bill Coburn seconded the motion. 

Kellum said that the LAC is an advisory body only. Setting a de novo hearing does the same for the Siegners 

as if they spent $800 for the next step. Konopa said the Council would be setting a precedent by waiving 

the fee. Discussion followed about whether setting a de novo hearing would be waiving a fee and what to do 

with future requests. 

Discussion followed about the goals of historic preservation, the role of advisory committees, and other 

possibilities for this property. 

Councilor Dick Olsen said he will be voting no because he doesn’t want to send the message to LAC that 

they made the wrong decision. He described the makeup of the LAC, their qualifications, and their 

expertise.  

Kopczynski will be voting no, but he said he is intrigued to see what new information will come to the de 

novo hearing.  

VOTE: A vote was taken on the motion and it passed 4-2, with Olsen and Kopczynski voting no. 

  

Staff will contact Mark and Tina Siegner to schedule a date for the de novo hearing. 

Adoption of Consent Calendar                                                                                                           7:51 p.m. 
 

1 )  Approval of Minutes  
a )  August 6, 2018, City Council Work Session minutes.   
b )  August 8, 2018, City Council Meeting minutes.   

2 )  Adoption of Resolutions  
a )  Authorizing the receipt of Special Public Works Funds for the Lochner Road project.   

                                                                                                                         RES. NO. 6739 
3 )  Recommending to OLCC the approval of a limited on-premises sales, off-premises, new outlet liquor 

license application for Burger Queen, LLC, located at 1002 Queen Avenue SW.   
 

MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt the Consent Calendar as presented. Sykes seconded the motion 

and it passed 6-0. 

 
 Award of Contract                                                                                                                       7:52 p.m. 

 
  Awarding a contract to Valley Merchant Police, Inc. for unarmed security guard services.  
 

Coburn said that there were no bid results included in the agenda. He has voiced concern about this 

before. He is curious how the evaluations were made and wants to see how staff arrived at the decision. 

Deputy City Manager/CIO Jorge Salinas described the evaluation process staff used, and the current 

services provided by Valley Merchant Police.  

Kopczynski asked about the budget impact. Salinas said the cost will be shared by departments using 

the service. 

Discussion followed about how using a vendor will provide consistency and security.  

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to adopt the resolution and Coburn seconded it. The motion passed 

6-0 and was designated Resolution No. 6740. 

 

 Appointments 
 

There was a staff report on the dais dated September 10, 2018, regarding the appointments of Bryan 

Seton and Scott Lawley (see agenda file). 

There was a staff report on the dais regarding the appointment of Illyn Winn (see agenda file). 

1 )  Appointing Bryant Seton to the Public Safety Commission.   
 

 MOTION: Kopczynski moved to approve the appointment of Bryant Seton. Kellum seconded the 

motion and it passed 6-0. 
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2 )  Appointing Scott Lawley to the Human Relations Commission.  
3 )  Appointing Ilynn Winn to the Library Board  

 

MOTION: Coburn moved to approve the appointments of Scott Lawley and Ilynn Winn. Olsen 
seconded the motion and it passed 6-0. 

 
BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL                                                                                                8:04 p.m. 
 

Johnson asked Blaine where the proceeds from the sale of the Brandis property will go. Blaine said to the 

PepsiCo fund.  

Konopa spoke about a presentation on the Cumberland Church. 

Troedsson said he and Salinas will be attending the ICMA conference September 24 through 28, so Parks 

& Recreation Director Ed Hodney will be City Manager pro tem. 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS REAL PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH ORS 192.660(2)(e) AND PENDING LITIGATION OR LITIGATION LIKELY 

TO BE FILED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ORS 192.660(2)(h) 

The Regular Session recessed at 8:05 p.m. 

RECONVENE 

The Regular Session reconvened at 8:59 p.m. 

Property Sale 

MOTION: Coburn moved to authorize the City Manager or the Deputy City Manager to execute the contract 

for the sale of Parcel 3 of the Knox Butte property. Kellum seconded the motion and it passed 6-0. 

Prohibited Camping 

There was an ordinance on the dais amending AMC 7.84.210 (see agenda file). 

City Attorney Sean Kidd read the ordinance for the first time in title only: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

AMC CHAPTER 7.84.210, PROHIBITED CAMPING, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

MOTION: Johnson moved to have the ordinance for a second time in title only. Kopczynski seconded the 

motion and it passed 6-0. 

Kidd read the ordinance for the second time in title only. 

MOTION: Johnson moved to adopt the ordinance and Kopczynski seconded it. The motion passed 5-1 with 

Kellum voting no and was designated Ord. No. 5916. 

Enhanced Law Enforcement Area (ELEA) 

There was an ordinance on the dais amending AMC 7.84.220 (see agenda file). 

City Attorney Sean Kidd read the ordinance for the first time in title only: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

AMC CHAPTER 7.84.220, ENHANCED LAW ENFORCEMENT AREA, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

MOTION: Johnson moved to have the ordinance read for a second time in title only. Kopczynski seconded 

the motion and it passed 6-0. 

Kidd read the ordinance for the second time in title only. 

MOTION: Johnson moved to adopt the ordinance and Kopczynski seconded it. The motion passed 5-1 with 

Kellum voting no and was designated Ord. No. 5917. 

NEXT MEETING DATES 

• Monday, September 24, 2018; 4:00 p.m. Work Session 

• Wednesday, September 26, 2018; 7:15 p.m. Meeting     
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ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Mary Dibble     Peter Troedsson  
City Clerk     City Manager 
 
 
Note: Staff handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Staff Handouts” column. 


