
 

CITY OF ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 

Wednesday, July 11, 2018 

7:15 p.m. 

Council Chambers, City Hall 

Approved: August 8, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Konopa led the pledge of allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie 

Johnson, Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes 
 
Councilors absent:  None. 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 7:16 p.m. 
 
Communication 

 

Accepting Mike Martin’s resignation from the Public Safety Commission. 

 

MOTION: Councilor Bessie Johnson moved to accept Martin’s resignation and send a letter of thanks. 

Councilor Ray Kopczynski seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 

 

Business from the Public 

 

Lise Grato of the Albany Downtown Association reminded the Council of Crazy Daze Thursday, Friday, 

and Saturday, July 12 – 14. Crazy Daze started in 1896 and is the oldest event in downtown Albany. The 

Carousel is now open on Mondays and Carousel staff report that Mondays are even busier than Sundays. 

Movies at Monteith starts Friday, July 20, with the original “Jurassic Park.” 

 
Second Reading of Ordinances 
 

Amending Ordinance No. 4441 by amending the Albany Development Code, Accessory Dwelling Units, 

DC-02-18, and adopting findings. 

 

There was a letter on the dais from Marcie Howard (see agenda file). 

 

This ordinance was read for the first time in title only at the June 27, 2018, meeting. City Attorney Sean 

Kidd read the ordinance for the second time in title only: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

ORDINANCE NO. 4441, WHICH ADOPTED THE CITY OF ALBANY DEVELOPMENT 

CODE, BY AMENDING THE ALBANY DEVELOPMENT CODE TEXT AND ADOPTING 

FINDINGS. 

 

MOTION: Johnson moved to adopt the ordinance. Kopczynski seconded the motion. 

 

Councilor Bill Coburn said he thinks this ordinance isn’t needed, and the proposed code changes don’t 

fit. Albany still has buildable land and we are building all levels of housing. Councilor Dick Olsen 

agreed. The way he understands it, a developer could buy a house and make it into a duplex. The 

developer would have to get permission from Planning staff, but anything that meets standards must 

be approved, whether or not the neighbors like it.  

 

Konopa said her concern is that the proposal allows Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) up to 900 

square feet. Nine hundred square feet could be a two-bedroom unit and could have four adults and 

four vehicles. She thinks the current 750-square-foot limit is a better fit for neighborhoods. 
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Planning Manager Bob Richardson said a state law that took effect July 1 requires all cities our size to 

allow ADUs in single-family zones. Our current code doesn’t allow some types of ADU in all zones 

where ADUs are allowed. We don’t have to increase the allowed size of ADUs to 900 square feet. 

 

Kopczynski said he thinks the issue is overblown. He doesn’t believe there are a lot of people in Albany 

wanting to build ADUs. 

 

Johnson asked if it’s correct that under the proposed changes, the owner of a property wouldn’t have 

to live on the property. Richardson said she’s correct. Planning can regulate siting and design of a 

building, but it’s hard to define ownership as part of siting and design. Ownership is also very hard to 

enforce. 

 

The Council also discussed the proposed parking requirements for ADUs. 

 

MOTION: Kopczynski called the question. Councilor Rich Kellum seconded. The vote was 6-0 to 

end discussion. 

 

VOTE: The motion to adopt the ordinance passed 4-2, with Olsen and Coburn voting no. The 

ordinance was designated Ordinance No. 5911. 

 

Amending Ordinance No. 4441 by amending the Albany Development Code, Expedited Reviews, DC-

03-18, and adopting findings. 

 

This ordinance was read for the first time in title only at the June 27, 2018, meeting. Kidd read the 

ordinance for the second time in title only: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 

4441, WHICH ADOPTED THE CITY OF ALBANY DEVELOPMENT CODE, BY 

AMENDING THE ALBANY DEVELOPMENT CODE TEXT AND ADOPTING FINDINGS. 

 

Olsen asked if neighbors object to a proposed change, can they appeal a Planning staff decision to the 

Planning Commission. Richardson said there is no public notice requirement, so no opportunity to 

appeal. In these cases, there’s no land-use decision if a property owner is meeting Development Code 

standards with something that’s allowed in the zone. Olsen said he thinks this should be changed. 

 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to adopt the ordinance. Councilor Mike Sykes seconded the motion, 

which passed 5-1, with Olsen voting no. The ordinance was designated Ordinance No. 5912. 

 

Repealing Ordinance No. 5359, which provided for a process to finance Street Improvement Assurance 

fees. 

 

This ordinance was read for the first time in title only at the June 27, 2018, meeting. Kidd read the 

ordinance for the second time in title only: AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 

5359 THAT AUTHORIZED CREATION OF BUDGET ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE STREET 

FUND FOR REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES OF MONIES FOR THE NON-OVERSIZED 

PORTION OF FUTURE ARTERIAL AND COLLECTOR ROADWAYS AND PROVIDED FOR 

A PROCESS TO FINANCE THOSE STREET IMPROVEMENT ASSURANCE FEES; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

 

MOTION: Kellum moved to adopt the ordinance. Kopczynski seconded the motion, which passed  

6-0. The ordinance was designated Ordinance No. 5913. 

 

Adoption of Resolution 7:49 p.m. 
 

Authorizing the Chief of Police to sign ongoing police vehicle lease contracts. 

 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to adopt the resolution. Sykes seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 

The resolution was designated Resolution No. 6723. 

 

Adoption of Consent Calendar 
 

Approval of Minutes  

April 5, 2018, Joint Work Session (City Council, Planning Commission, Budget Committee). 
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MOTION: Kopczynski moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented. Kellum seconded the 

motion, which passed 6-0. 

 

Award of Contract 
 

Awarding a contract to Willamette Valley Rehabilitation Center, Inc., for custodial services beginning in 

July 2018. 

 

Parks & Recreation Director Ed Hodney had put two pages on the dais (see agenda file). He explained 

that the cost proposal was in a previous agenda packet but was accidentally excluded for this meeting.  

 

Coburn asked if Parks & Recreation solicited bids for this contract. Hodney said two other Qualified 

Rehabilitation Facilities in the area were asked to respond. Each declined to submit a proposal.  

 

Coburn said the City has only one other option: to do the custodial work ourselves, which would be 

cost-prohibitive. The bigger picture is that these programs offer employment opportunities for certain 

people in the community that they might not otherwise have. If they weren’t employed, there might 

be a cost burden to the community. 

 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to award the contract to Willamette Valley Rehabilitation Center, Inc 

for custodial services beginning July 2018.  Coburn seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. The 

resolution was designated Resolution No.  6724. 

 

Award of Bid 7:59 p.m. 
 

TS-18-01, awarding a bid to EC Company for the installation of a traffic signal at Sixth Avenue and 

Ellsworth Street. 

 

Olsen said he’s noticed in other towns that they are putting traffic signals on the same decorative posts 

as their street lights. He would like to know if we can do that with this signal. 

 

City Engineer Staci Belcastro said ODOT allows decorative posts, but they don’t have standard 

drawings. The City’s consultant would have to develop a design. Olsen asked, if we put off awarding 

this bid, would it delay the whole project? Belcastro said there would be an impact on the schedule. 

We would have to redo plans and submit a design to ODOT for approval and amend our consultant 

contract. 

 

MOTION: Kellum moved to award the contract to EC Company for the traffic signal. Johnson 

seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-1, with Olsen voting no. 

 
BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 8:11 p.m. 
 
Deputy City Manager/CIO Jorge Salinas said the Human Relations Commission has reserved Sunrise Park for 
National Night Out August 7. They have invited all the Councilors to attend and see the new park. Hodney 
said it’s possible the renovation of the park won’t be complete by August 7. He will let the Councilors know if 
it isn’t finished in time.  
 
NEXT MEETING DATES:  Monday, July 23, 2018; 4:00 p.m. Work Session 
    Wednesday, July 25, 2018; 7:15 p.m. Meeting 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Allison Liesse     Jorge Salinas 
Deputy City Clerk    Deputy City Manager/CIO 
 
Note: Staff handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Staff Handouts” column. 


