
 

CITY OF ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 
 

 

MINUTES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

7:15 p.m. 

Council Chambers, City Hall 

Approved: June 27, 2018 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Konopa led the pledge of allegiance.  

ROLL CALL 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie 

Johnson, Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes 
 
Councilors absent:  None 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

Albany Police Department Commendation.   
 
Police Chief Mario Lattanzio described an incident that Officer Ben Hatley was involved in where he dealt with 

a suspect who had threatened to kill a family member.  The situation was very tense and dangerous and Hatley 

was able to successfully subdue the suspect.  It was a serious encounter with a violent suspect. No citizens were 

injured, and the suspect was taken into custody without the use of deadly force. 

Lattanzio presented Hatley with a Medal of Valor and a plaque.  

Albany Fire Department Lifesaving Award.   
 
Fire Chief John Bradner introduced Brandon McKnight and his grandfather, Robyn McKnight, a retired Albany 

Police Officer.  Bradner said that on August 26, 2017, Brandon pulled Robyn from the water after his kayak 

tipped and he had been unable to get to safety.  It was a brave and heroic act.   

Bradner presented Brandon with the Civilian Lifesaving Award and certificate. 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS                                                                                                                  7:26 p.m. 
 

Business from the Public   
 
None. 

Adoption of Resolution    
 

Authorizing the City Council to temporarily waive the City of Albany Resolution No. 4335 provision 
prohibiting alcoholic beverages in City Hall on May 31, 2018.   
 

 MOTION:  Councilor Rich Kellum moved to adopt the ordinance and Councilor Mike Sykes seconded 

it.   

 

  Konopa explained the policy. 

  VOTE:  The motion passed 6-0 and was designated Resolution No. 6694. 

Adoption of Consent Calendar   
 

1 )  Approval of Minutes  
a )  March 28, 2018, City Council Meeting.  
b )  April 9, 2018, City Council Meeting.   
c )  April 23, 2018, City Council Work Session.   
d )  April 25, 2018, City Council Meeting.   

2 )  Annual liquor license renewals.   
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 MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to adopt the Consent Calendar as presented.  Councilor Bill 

Coburn seconded the motion and it passed 6-0. 

Approval of Agreement                                                                                                          7:27 p.m. 
 
Authorizing the Mayor to enter into an amended cooperative improvement agreement with the 
Oregon Department of Transportation for the construction of an emergency vehicle warning sign 
and flasher on Lyon Street and Sixth Avenue and a full traffic signal on Ellsworth Street at Sixth 
Avenue.   
 
Kellum asked if anything has changed since this item was last presented.  City Engineer Staci 
Belcastro said that this amendment modifies the agreement that was approved a year ago in March.   
   
MOTION: Kellum moved to authorize the Mayor to enter into an amended Cooperative 

Improvement Agreement with DODT for the traffic signal on Ellsworth Street and Sixth Avenue.  

Olsen said he will be voting no because the light is inadequate for the fire station; it should be a 

stoplight.  He realizes this is an ODOT decision that is out of City staff’s control. 

VOTE:  The motion passed 5-1 with Olsen voting no. 

Appointment                                                                                                                          7:29 p.m. 
 
Appointing Matthew Koopman to the Transient Lodging Tax Advisory Committee.   
 
MOTION:  Kellum moved to appoint Matthew Koopman to the TLT Advisory Committee. Sykes 

seconded the motion and it passed 6-0. 

Reports 
 
SD-05-17 and SP-14-17, Pheasant Run Subdivision approval findings.                           7:31 p.m. 
 
MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to adopt the findings and conclusions in the May 2, 2018, Staff 

Report regarding the Pheasant Run Subdivision application, and approve the application subject 

to conditions of approval.  Kellum seconded the motion and it passed 5-1, with Olsen voting no. 

 

Konopa read the statements regarding the Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA) appeal period. 

Rates for rural fire districts.                                                                                            7:35 p.m. 
 

Fire Chief John Bradner said there are three fire districts, and two are set to expire this year.  

Currently the rate is 2/1,000, and according to the agreements any rate increase needs to be 

communicated by January 1, 2017.  We can extend it now for a short duration and do a rate study 

as some of the Councilors have suggested, or do another five-year extension.  The price quote for 

an outside vendor to do a rate study is $16,000 plus $500 to present the information to the Council.  

Councilor Bessie Johnson asked if a longer-term contract would be beneficial.  Bradner said the 

districts have serial operating levies that go to the voters.   He described that based on the North 

Albany and Palestine district’s current rates and timing, they may appreciate a longer-term contract 

for financial planning purposes, but they would still have to go to the voters.  Discussion followed 

about election history for the rural fire districts. 

Coburn thinks going with consultant may be useful, because he is concerned that $2 doesn’t 

capture the true costs. Bradner said that a consultant may suggest a different rate when looking at 

Albany’s comparables because they don’t always align with our partnerships.  Also, they may not 

take into account that the districts willingly contribute towards equipment replacement which 

increases the participation in the cost.  Discussion followed. 

MOTION: Kellum moved to approve the extension of fire protection agreements between the 

City of Albany and the North Albany Rural Fire Protection District and Palestine Rural Fire 

Protection District.  Sykes seconded the motion and it passed 6-0. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

Konopa thanked the Linn Benton Community College students for attending the Council meeting. 
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Johnson thanked Finance staff for their work on the budget document.   

Olsen attended an appreciation event for the volunteers of the Library.  He remarked that there were 76 

volunteers.  It shows that some things the City does are enjoyable, fun, interesting, are supported by the public 

as shown by the volunteers and their efforts to keep costs down.  He thanked Library Director Ed Gallagher 

for making it enjoyable for volunteers. 

Kellum said that Linn County is in the process of putting the Transient Lodging Tax (TLT) together.  The state 

of Oregon is considering collecting TLT but won’t be ready for a while because of rule-making.  He asked what 

it would cost the City to process Linn County’s portions that are in Albany.  It would allow the businesses to 

write one check instead of two.  Discussion followed.   

Olsen’s objection to Kellum’s idea is that the hoteliers writing the check will believe that the City raised the rate 

from 9% to 12%.  

City Manager Peter Troedsson will research it. 

Kopczynski attended a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) meeting.  The state has a new program 

whereby there is additional funding ($25 million statewide) to leverage for locally supported enhancements to 

existing ODOT maintenance projects.  We have until June 27 to respond.  He suggested an enhancement 

project to add duel southbound left turns to the scope of work for the traffic light replacement at Springhill 

Drive NW and Highway 20.  Discussion followed about the process. Kopczynski will be meeting with 

Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish to discuss further.  

Troedsson pointed out that Monday is Memorial Day, a day set aside to honor the ultimate sacrifice.  Konopa 

said there is a Memorial Day celebration at Timberlinn Park at 11:00 a.m. 

NEXT MEETING DATES 

• Monday, June 11, 2018; 4:00 p.m. Work Session 

• Wednesday, June 13, 2018; 7:15 p.m. Meeting 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Mary Dibble     Peter Troedsson 
City Clerk     City Manager 
 


