
 

CITY OF ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 

Monday, April 9, 2018 

3:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers, City Hall 

Approved: May 23, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Konopa led the pledge of allegiance.  

ROLL CALL 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, Dick Olsen, 

and Mike Sykes 

Councilors absent: Councilors Rich Kellum (excused) and Ray Kopczynski (excused) 

PROCLAMATION 

 Earth Day Proclamation 

Konopa read the proclamation. 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

 

Business from the Public 

   

Ken Hart, Hart’s Janitorial Service, 2575 NW Raymond Court, addressed Council about the proposal to 

award a contract for citywide custodial services to Willamette Valley Rehabilitation Center (WVRC). He 

said his business currently provides janitorial services for three City buildings for substantially less than the 

proposed contract amount. He has 45 years of experience and provides specialty services like floor waxing 

and carpet cleaning. He asked Council to consider whether the proposed services are comparable.   

In discussion, Hart said he provides janitorial services at the Albany Senior Center, Maple Lawn, and 

Swanson Center on a regular basis; he does not have a written contract but bills monthly for work 

performed.  

Adoption of Consent Calendar  3:10 p.m. 

1 )  Approval of Minutes  
a )  February 28, 2018, Regular Session minutes 
b )  March 12, 2018, Work Session minutes 

2 )  Approving a license to occupy public right-of-way for Van Vleet Meat & Food Services Co. for a 
portion of Railroad Street between Ninth Avenue and railroad right-of-way to the north 

Councilor Bill Coburn pulled Item 2 for discussion. 

MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt Item 1 on the Consent Calendar.  Councilor Bessie Johnson seconded 

the motion, and it passed 4-0. 

Coburn asked for clarification on Item 2. Public Works Engineering and Community Development 

Director Jeff Blaine explained that there is no intent to vacate this portion of Railroad Street. The area was 

kept in right-of-way to allow for this license to occupy for the benefit of the Van Vleet property and 

property to the south. 

MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt Item 2 on the Consent Calendar. Councilor Mike Sykes seconded the 

motion, and it passed 4-0.  

Award of Contract 

 

Awarding a contract to Willamette Valley Rehabilitation Center, Inc. for custodial services beginning in 

April 2018  3:19 p.m. 
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This item was taken out of order so that staff could be called to present additional information. 

Parks and Facilities Maintenance Manager Rick Barnett advised that the City is required by Oregon Revised 

Statutes (ORS) to use Qualified Rehabilitation Facilities (QRF) for custodial services when those services 

are available and meet specifications.  The WVRC currently provides custodial services to most City 

facilities, and the organization submitted a proposal which meets City requirements. 

 

Discussion followed regarding the ORS requirement, the procurement process, and the costs involved. 

 

Council directed staff to bring this item back to a future meeting with additional information including 

clarification of the legal requirements. 

Award of Bids 

 

SS-18-06, Vertical Loop Reactor Aeration Line Improvements 3:13 p.m. 

 

Civil Engineer III Nolan Nelson reviewed the project description and the staff recommendation that 

Council award a contract in the amount of $216,750 to the low bidder, Trench Line Excavation, Inc., of 

Corvallis, Oregon.  

 

In discussion, staff explained that the original design was insufficient, and the specified gaskets were not 

resistant to high temperatures. The project would reinstall temperature-resistant Viton rubber gaskets. 

 

MOTION: Coburn moved to award the contract for the VLR Aeration Line Improvements to Trench 

Line Excavation, Inc.  Johnson seconded the motion, and it passed 4-0. 

 

SS-16-01, Transit Stop Improvements Phase 2  3:29 p.m. 

City Engineer Staci Belcastro reviewed the staff recommendation that Council award a contract in the 

amount of $171,460 to the low bidder, Pacific Excavation, Inc., for Transit Stop Improvements Phase 2. 

The project includes construction improvements at seven transit stops throughout the City.  

 

A corrected vicinity map was on the dais (see agenda file).  

 

MOTION: Coburn moved to award the contract for Transit Stop Improvements Phase 2 to Pacific 

Excavation, Inc. Johnson seconded the motion, and it passed 4-0.  

WTP-17-02, Vine Water Treatment Plant Improvements Phase II 3:33 p.m. 

Nolan reviewed the staff recommendation that Council approve a contract amendment with Pacific 

Excavation in the amount of $197,820 for Phase II Design-Build services for the Vine Water Treatment 

Plant improvements. The amendment includes repairing deteriorated concrete surfaces identified by the 

design-build team.   

 

MOTION: Coburn moved to approve the contract amendment with Pacific Excavation for Vine Water 

Treatment Plant Improvements.  Johnson seconded the motion, and it passed 4-0. 

Reports 

Introduction to Albany Development Code amendments – Bob Richardson 3:37 p.m. 

Planning Manager Bob Richardson introduced Albany Development Code amendments that will be 

coming through the process. Amendments related to accessory dwelling units (ADU) and expedited 

decisions for affordable multi-family housing are needed to comply with recent state legislation designed 

to increase the supply of housing, promote affordable housing, and remove barriers to development. The 

City is required to allow ADU in areas where single-family homes are permitted, but consideration can be 

given to residency requirements, the maximum size and height of the ADU, parking issues, siting, and 

design considerations. In addition, amendments are needed to reflect the option for eligible land divisions 

that provide an affordable housing component to apply for expedited review and decision processes. The 

Planning Commission has had preliminary discussions about these concepts. Next steps will be a City 

Council/Planning Commission work session, followed by public hearings. 
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LED streetlights – Joe O’Donnell, Ameresco                                                                             3:59 p.m.   

Public Works Operations Director Chris Bailey referred to previous Council discussion about ways to 

reduce the amount the City pays for streetlights. After being approached by Ameresco about the potential 

of converting to LED lights, staff invited a representative to present information to Council. There are 

about 3,000 street lights in Albany, most of which are utility-owned. Total expenditures for street lights 

was $476,000 in FY 2015, $493,000 in FY 2016, and $514,000 in FY 2017. 

Joe O’Donnell of Ameresco gave a presentation on street lighting opportunities for the City of Albany (see 

agenda file). The presentation included information about the company, benefits of LED conversions, and 

options for converting utility-owned fixtures. He estimated that LED lights would save the City $288,000 

per year. The estimated cost to purchase the assets is $1.7 million and the estimated cost for conversion is 

$1.6 million.  He reviewed financing possibilities and estimated a 10-year payback.  

Bailey asked whether Council would like staff to further explore possibilities with Pacific Power. Council 

discussed and generally agreed that information from Pacific Power was needed before consideration could 

be given to the Ameresco proposal. Staff will start a process with the utility and bring back additional 

information. 

Emergency Operations Plan – Chuck Perino                                                          4:32 p.m. 

Emergency Manager Chuck Perino presented the updated Emergency Operations Plan. The Emergency 

Operations Plan was created in 2012 and is updated every five years. The update included input from 

department staff, as well as state and local partners. It was submitted to the Fire Chief and City Manager. 

This presentation is the last step in the process. 

Credit card convenience fees – Jeff Blaine and Matthew Ruettgers                                                 4:37 p.m. 

Blaine reviewed past discussions and information in the staff memo regarding credit card convenience fees. 

At Council’s direction, staff evaluated the possibility of considering convenience fees for transactions 

through the Building Division that totaled more than $10,000. Staff found that customers could work 

around the thresholds by having multiple transactions, and staff had concerns about imposing convenience 

fees only on Building Division customers. Brief discussion followed. 

MOTION: Johnson moved that the City not impose credit card convenience fees. Councilor Dick Olsen 

seconded the motion, and it passed 4-0.  

Changes to local recycling program – Julie Jackson, Republic Services of Albany                           4:48 p.m. 

Julie Jackson distributed information on recycling services and recycling-related increases statewide (see 

agenda file). The information was provided in response to previous Council discussion and requests. 

In response to questions from Council, Republic Services representatives reviewed their outreach efforts 

related to recycling without contamination, including print media, social media, and website updates. They 

plan to include a mailing in customer bills and present information at upcoming events. If the increase is 

not approved tonight, they will need to apply for a variance from the Department of Environmental Quality 

to allow them to take recycling items to the landfill. 

In discussion, Coburn, Johnson, and Olsen suggested holding a decision on this item for consideration by 

the full Council. Konopa questioned whether additional information would come forward if the item was 

held over. Sykes said this is a business decision, and he has a fundamental problem with Council telling the 

company whether they can increase rates to cover cost of operations. 

MOTION: Coburn moved to approve a $2 monthly increase for Republic Services.  Sykes seconded the 

motion, and it passed 4-0. 

Request to reclassify an Administrative Assistant I position in the Public Works Engineering Department 

to Public Works Contracting Assistant                                                          5:26 p.m. 

Blaine reviewed a staff request that Council authorize reclassifying an existing 1.00 FTE Administrative 

Assistant I position in the Public Works Department to Public Works Contracting Assistant at salary range 

A131, effective immediately. 

MOTION: Coburn moved to approve the request.  Johnson seconded the motion, and it passed 4-0. 
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BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

Sykes advised that street trees on 34th Avenue appear to be dying. 

 

Johnson related comments from people who were impressed by the sight of the downtown lights as they were 

coming over the bridge. 

 

Coburn related his mother’s experience encountering panhandlers in downtown Albany. Brief discussion 

followed. 

 

Olsen suggested that Council allow for additional business from the public since the meeting began at an 

unusual time. Council agreed to allow the public comments. 

 

Tom Cordier, 2240 NW Park Terrace, referred to Council’s previous action to increase Republic Services rates. 

He said the company’s franchise agreement does not guarantee they will make money. He said that Republic 

Services does not recycle low-grade plastic; however, he understands that material could be recycled with a 

different process, and he does not believe the company has done its due diligence to find a market for it.  

 

NEXT MEETING DATES 

• Monday, April 23, 2018; 4:00 p.m. 

• Wednesday, April 25, 2018; 7:15 p.m. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

 

Teresa Nix Peter Troedsson  

Recorder City Manager  

 

Note: Staff handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Staff Handouts” column. 

 


