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CITY OF ALBANY  

CITY COUNCIL 

Council Chambers 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

7:15 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Konopa led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL  

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Ray Kopczynski, Dick 

Olsen, and Mike Sykes. 

   

Councilors absent: Councilor Bessie Johnson was excused. 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION 7:16 p.m. 

 

Fire Chief John Bradner presented six employees of Burcham’s Metals with Citizen Lifesaving Awards.  The honorees 

were Mitch Johnston, Mike Davis, Erik Roos, Jay Poppleton, Angela Miller, and Mark Wagner.  Bradner said that on 

Monday, January 22, a customer at Burcham’s went into cardiac arrest.  Jay Burcham, the owner of the business, had 

trained his employees to respond to this type of emergency.  They gave the customer CPR until an ambulance arrived.  

Bradner thanked the six and presented each with a challenge coin.  He also thanked Burcham for training his employees. 

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 7:24 p.m. 

 

 Public Hearing 

 

VC-03-17, vacating a portion of the Ninth Avenue right-of-way west of Jackson Street to the centerline of 

Railroad Street and the east half of the Railroad Street right-of-way north of Ninth Avenue to the railroad 

tracks. 

 

Konopa opened the public hearing at 7:24 p.m. 

 

No Councilors declared a conflict of interest. 

 

No Councilors reported ex parte contact.  Konopa said she has met with the property owners at an event. They did not 

talk about this item. 

 

No Councilors reported a site visit. 

 

No Councilors wished to abstain. 

 

No one wished to challenge the participation of any of the Council. 

 

Konopa read the rules of testimony. 

 

Staff Report: Civil Engineer III Gordon Steffensmeier showed PowerPoint slides (see agenda file).  He explained that 

the vacation request was initiated when Van Vleet Meat asked to use the right-of-way to expand their facility.  Staff 

sees no reason not to vacate the right-of-way.  He described the site and the proposal.  Even if Van Vleet wasn’t 

expanding, the City would have done the vacation.  We don’t want to maintain the gravel street.  He showed 

easements to be retained. 

 

Steffensmeier said the request meets all of the applicable review criteria.  There was no testimony at the Planning 

Commission hearing, and staff hasn’t received any testimony by phone or correspondence. 

 

Public testimony: no one in the audience wished to testify. 

 

Konopa closed the public hearing at 7:33 p.m. 

 

Councilor Ray Kopczynski moved to adopt the ordinance to vacate portions of Ninth Avenue and Railroad Street as 

identified and conditioned in application VC-03-17.  Councilor Rich Kellum seconded the motion. 
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Konopa said the Council must have the proposed ordinance read before making a motion.  Kopczynski and Kellum 

withdrew the motion and second.  

 

City Attorney Sean Kidd read the ordinance for the first time title only: AN ORDINANCE VACATING A 

PORTION OF THE NINTH AVENUE RIGHT-OF-WAY WEST OF JACKSON STREET TO THE CENTERLINE 

OF RAILROAD STREET, AND THE EAST HALF OF THE RAILROAD STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY NORTH OF 

NINTH AVENUE TO THE RAILROAD TRACKS, IN ALBANY, OREGON; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 

Kopczynski moved to have the ordinance read a second time in title only.  Councilor Mike Sykes seconded the 

motion. 

 

Kidd read the ordinance for the second time in title only. 

 

Kopczynski moved to adopt the ordinance, as written in the suggested motion.  Sykes seconded the motion, and it 

passed 5-0.  The Ordinance was designated Ordinance No. 5900. 

 

Konopa read the appeal rules. 

 

 Business from the Public 7:37 p.m. 

 

Rodger Asai, 1420 Park Terrace SW, Albany showed a series of slides (see agenda file).  He offered the Council 

some conclusions from his research after he received a ticket for failure to obey a traffic control device at the 

intersection of Queen Avenue and Geary Street: he feels the City has some legal exposure over its handling of the 

Redflex contract; and the City should remember that when citizens have to spend money on a fine, that reduces the 

amount they can spend at local retail businesses. 

 

Asai was not able to present all of the material he had prepared.  Konopa said staff would review the material and 

Konopa will let Asai know when a report comes back to the Council. 

 

Gale Borde, 839 Columbus Street SE, Albany, spoke to the proposal to put a gasoline tax on the May ballot. He 

agrees that Albany’s roads are in bad condition.  A gas tax would put an unfair burden on local dealers, who already 

have to compete against wholesalers Costco and Safeway.  A lot of people who buy gas at his stations work in 

Corvallis and Lebanon.  If he has to raise his prices, they will buy gas elsewhere.  Costco and Safeway can absorb the 

losses, but the independents can’t.  He suggested forming a task force to look at different ways of funding street 

repair.  

 

Borde and Konopa discussed gas taxes and business taxes.  Councilor Bill Coburn asked why there is sometimes a 

ten- to 12-cent difference in the price per gallon from one end of town to the other.  Borde discussed technical aspects 

of gasoline pricing. 

 

 Adoption of Resolutions 8:07 p.m. 

 

1) Allowing nonelected individuals to serve as Guest Councilors when an elected Councilor is absent and 

repealing Resolution No. 5771. 

 

 Action on this resolution was postponed for a future meeting when all Councilors could be present. 

 

2) Waiving competitive bidding and establishing a contract-specific special procurement for Buxton’s 

economic development tools. 

 

Assistant City Manager/CIO Jorge Salinas explained that after the Council approved proceeding with this 

contract, the City’s Purchasing Coordinator discovered that we need to do a special procurement.  All of the 

contract information is the same; only the procedure for approval has changed. 

 

Councilor Dick Olsen asked if there is anything in the proposal that allows us to measure the success of our 

expenditures.  City Manager Peter Troedsson said Buxton is giving us metrics we can use to measure the success 

of other initiatives, such as tourism promotion.  The real measure of success is empty storefronts filling with 

businesses, but it is hard to determine whether that is due to a consultant or to market conditions.  Kopczynski 

said he is surprised that Buxton isn’t bragging about their successes.  He can’t find a list of references to contact. 

 

Coburn asked if Buxton approached the City.  Troedsson said the City reached out to them.  They are a partner of 

the International City/County Management Association.  They have worked in other regions, and their metrics 

are keyed on sales taxes.  Coburn asked if Salinas had talked to other customers of Buxton. Salinas said he talked 

to five other customers and got all positive responses. 

 

Coburn moved to approve the resolution.  Kellum seconded the motion.  The resolution passed 4-1, with 

Kopczynski voting no.  The resolution was designated Resolution No. 6663. 

 

 



Albany City Council Regular Session 

February 14, 2018 

 

 3 

 

 Consent Calendar 8:17 p.m. 

1) Approval of Minutes 

a) October 4, 2017, Human Relations Commission & City Council Joint Work Session minutes. 

b) December 6, 2017, Regular Session minutes. 

c) December 11, 2017, Work Session minutes. 

d) January 18, 2018, Albany and Millersburg City Councils Joint Session minutes. 

2) Approving use of the City Hall parking lot and public right-of-way on Fourth Avenue SW between Ellsworth 

and Broadalbin streets for the 2018 Albany Farmers’ Market season on 32 consecutive Saturdays between 

April 14 and November 17. 

3) Waiting competitive bidding and establishing a contract-specific special procurement for Scinor Water 

America, LLC., membrane modules. RES. NO.__________ 

4) Appointing City Managers Pro Tem and repealing Resolution No. 6626. RES. NO.__________ 

 

Kopczynski asked to have Items 3) and 4) pulled from the Consent Calendar. 

 

Coburn moved to approve the Consent Calendar with Items 3) and 4) pulled for discussion.  Sykes seconded the 

motion, which passed 5-0. 

 

Kopczynski asked if we need to read the resolutions before approving them, the same as ordinances.  Konopa said we 

can approve resolutions without reading.  Olsen said he would like to see resolutions separately in the agenda, instead 

of on the Consent Calendar. 

 

Kopczynski moved to approve Items 3) and 4).  Coburn seconded the motion, which passed 5-0.  The resolutions 

were designated 6664 and 6665, respectively. 

 

 Award of Bid 8:19 p.m. 

 

WTP-17-01, Backwash Ponds Improvements 

 

Public Works Operations Director Chris Bailey said staff recommends awarding the bid for this project to D & I 

Excavating, Inc.  She explained what backwash ponds are and how they work, and described the project.  Only one 

pond will be offline at once.  The project will be timed for minimum impact to water production. 

 

Konopa asked if we have done business with D & I before  Bailey said they were the general contractor on the 

waterline replacement on Industrial Way.  Public Works has no concerns about working with them again. 

 

Kopczynski moved to award the bid.  Kellum seconded the motion, which passed 5-0. 

 

 2016-2017 Audit Report 8:23 p.m. 

 

Kopczynski said the City has received another glowing annual report.  The report included a couple of very minor 

findings that were already corrected by the time the report was finished. 

 

 Code Enforcement Team Semiannual Report for Fiscal Year 2017-2018 8:24 p.m. 

 

Management Assistant/Communications Officer Marilyn Smith and Code Compliance Officer Kris Schendel 

presented slides of several properties (see agenda file), and gave updates on several cases.  Smith said it has been a 

busy year.  The team has done a lot of work, and is making good progress.  Many of the cases are complicated. 

 

Kopczynski asked if there is any information about where the Big Pickup will be this year.  Smith said no.  The 

original goal was to get neighborhoods to take it on with City assistance, but it hasn’t worked out that way.  All of the 

organizing has fallen on staff, and we don’t have the staff to do it.  Konopa wondered if it could be combined with 

the Willamette River cleanup. 

 

Coburn asked if junk and trash at vacant properties leads to rat problems.  Smith said yes.  Sykes mentioned a rat 

problem his constituents have emailed him about.  He asked if the Code Enforcement Team has made any progress 

on it.  Schendel said right now the Code is weak against infestations.  He has to have another Code section to back up 

the infestation wording.  He is using a map of the emails received to try to find the source of the problem in the area. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 8:50 p.m. 

 

Konopa said the Council has in front of them a new version of a resolution to put a gas tax on the May 15, 2018, 

ballot (see agenda file).  Kellum said we keep saying “gas tax,” but the resolution says “fuel tax.”  Is it intended to 

include natural gas?  Bailey said municipal fuel taxes cover various types of fuel.  The Council can tailor the wording 

as they want to.  The Council discussed how to define what kinds of fuel would be taxed. 

 

Kidd said it would be most efficient to include the description of what would be taxed in the ballot title, rather than 

the resolution. 
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The Council discussed the definition of “residential” streets, and whether to limit the use of the fuel tax to 

neighborhood streets.  Kellum asked if the purpose of limiting use to residential streets is so there’s money to do the 

work, or so that it will get votes.  He said it is short-sighted to do it for political purposes.  We don’t have information 

yet from the voters as to what’s important to them, and we may limit our ability to be flexible when it’s time to do the 

work. 

 

Coburn said he would like to see gas tax proceeds put in a separate account for this specific purpose.  Bailey said by 

state law, gas tax money can only be used to pay for streets.  Konopa agreed that it would be best to keep it separate, 

so we can clearly show the public what we’ve accomplished as it is spent. 

 

Sykes said a gas tax won’t produce enough money to do significant work.  He would rather do a bond measure.  

 

Kellum asked if wholesalers would also pay a gas tax.  They also sell to companies outside of Albany.  Kidd said that 

would be a Council decision.  As it’s written now, it includes wholesalers. 

 

Konopa said the state collects gas taxes, and then sends them back to the community.  Coburn asked if the state 

charges a fee.  He said if we don’t net the proposed five cents per gallon, that would be a problem. 

 

The Council agreed to limit the proposed tax to retail sales.  They agreed to specify that spending “priority will be 

given to local/residential streets.”  

 

Kidd said the reference to an ordinance as Exhibit A will be removed from the resolution.  The ordinance will happen 

later. 

 

The Council discussed where state funds for street repair come from. They agreed that the resolution should say that 

street repairs are “mostly funded by state and federal fuel tax funds.” 

 

Kidd said he will rewrite the resolution as directed and email the revisions to the Council and staff tomorrow 

(Thursday).  Konopa said the Council will have a special meeting after the Albany Revitalization Agency meeting on 

Wednesday, February 21, 2018, to vote on adopting the resolution.  Kellum said he doesn’t like the hurry.  He thinks 

it may seem important to get it on the May ballot because fewer voters may turn out than for the November general 

election.  The Council discussed the pros and cons of putting a measure on the ballot for several upcoming elections. 

 

Olsen asked when we can consider the contract with Redflex again.  He asked if we have to wait until it is up for 

renewal, and what would happen if we broke the contract.  Troedsson said staff will look at the rest of Asai’s 

presentation and report back to the Council. 

 

Kellum asked if we know how much land we have available for apartments inside the City and also in the Urban 

Growth Boundary (UGB).  Konopa said Planning has an inventory of buildable lands inside the city limits.  Kellum 

thinks it’s time to look at the UGB to increase the size of the city.  He thinks we should consider annexing property 

inside the UGB.  Konopa said annexation is a very contentious issue.  There’s still sufficient land inside the city, 

although it might not be what people want for location. 

 

Kopczynski said we have huge areas of buildable land in south Albany, and the South Albany Area Plan is just 

waiting for a developer. 

 

Sykes said Albany Helping Hands has a plan to develop some low-income housing and it looks promising. 

 

Konopa said she has been asked to write a letter in support of Russ Tripp’s nomination for a Chamber of Commerce 

award.  She asked Council approval to put it on City letterhead.  The Council said yes. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATES:   Work Session:  Monday, February 26, 2018; and 

  Regular Session:  Wednesday, February 28, 2018 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:58 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Allison Liesse Peter Troedsson 

Deputy City Clerk City Manager 
 

Note: Staff handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Meeting Handouts” column. 


