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CITY OF ALBANY  

CITY COUNCIL 

Council Chambers 

Wednesday, January 24, 2018 

7:15 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

Konopa led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

ROLL CALL  

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, 

Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes. 

   

Councilors absent: Councilor Rich Kellum was excused. 

 

PROCLAMATION 

 

Four Chaplains Sunday.   

 

The Mayor read the proclamation as outlined in the agenda packet. 

 

A document titled “Four Chaplains Memorial Foundation – The Story” was available (see agenda file). 

 

Konopa said this proclamation was requested by Albany residents Floyd Bacon and Steve Adams.  Adams is the 

Albany American Legion Commander.  Adams said that the American Legion recognizes Four Chaplains 

nationally.  He noted that the four chaplains were from very different backgrounds.  On behalf of American 

Legion Post 10, Adams thanked the Council for their support.   

 

Konopa spoke about meeting the American Legion National Commander Denise Rohan and that she was very 

impressed with the Albany area. 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

 

Konopa acknowledged Finance Director Stewart Taylor, retiring January 31, 2018.  She said Taylor has worked 

for the City for eleven years and has been a joy to work with.  He is calm, patient, knowledgeable, and kept the 

City in a good financial position during the recession.  The City of Albany did quite well under Taylor’s 

leadership.  

 

Konopa presented Taylor with a shadow box and a key to the City. 

 

Taylor said, the joy has been mine.  He has enjoyed working with the Council, Directors, and City staff.  He 

shared that he had heard before being hired that Albany is a great place to work, and he found that to be true. 

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS     

 

 Business from the Public                                                                                                                        7:23 p.m.                           

                                                                                                        

  There was no business from the public. 

 

 Adoption of Resolution 

 

Allowing nonelected individuals to serve as guest Councilors when an elected Councilor is absent and 

repealing Resolution No. 5771.  

 

Since the full Council was not present, the Council consensus was to hold this item over to the       

February 14, 2018, Council meeting. 

 

 Adoption of Consent Calendar                                                                                                                7:24 p.m. 

 

a. Adoption of Consent Calendar  

1) Approval of Minutes 

a) December 4, 2017, Work Session minutes.   

2) Authorizing a transfer for equipment replacement.                                                          RES. NO.  6658 
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3) Authorizing the Fire Department to apply for funds not to exceed $600,000 through the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security Fiscal Year 2017 Assistance to Firefighters Grant for complete 

replacement of self-contained breathing apparatus and air compressor system.             RES. NO.  6659 

4) Approving a contract renewal for Municipal Court Judge Robert Scott.  

5) Approving Municipal Court Judge Pro Tems and repealing Resolution No. 6573.         RES. NO. 6660 

                

MOTION:  Councilor Ray Kopczynski moved to adopt the Consent Calendar as presented.  Councilor 

Bill Coburn seconded the motion and it passed 5-0.  

 

Konopa said there is a memo on the dais, dated January 23, 2018, requesting the restoration of a 

Municipal Court Clerk position in the Finance Department (see agenda file).  This item was discussed at 

the January 22, 2018, Work Session. 

 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to approve the restoration of one FTE in Municipal Court in the Finance 

Department as outlined in the staff memo.  Councilor Bessie Johnson seconded the motion and it       

passed 5-0.  

 

 Award of Bid                                                                                                                                          7:25 p.m. 

 

Authorizing the Public Works Operations Director to sign a contract between the City of Albany and 

Evoqua Water Technologies for the purchase of membrane modules for the Albany-Millersburg Joint 

Water Treatment Plant.   

 

Public Works Operations Director Chris Bailey said this is a bid award for the next round of membrane 

purchases for the AMWTP.  This is the third set of replacement membranes.  There are only two qualified 

suppliers that are approved by the state of Oregon, Evoqua and Scinor.  The funds are budgeted for this 

year. 

 

Coburn asked if the membranes are interchangeable from manufacturer to manufacturer.  Bailey said they 

have slightly different performance capability, so require different programing through SCADA, but they 

do both work.  Their lifespan is generally ten years.  Kopczynski asked if there were any suppliers on the 

west coast.  Bailey said there are other vendors but none that have been approved by the State of Oregon.   

 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to authorize the Public Works Operations Director to sign the contract 

with Evoqua Water Technologies for purchase of membrane modules.  Johnson seconded the motion and 

it passed 5-0. 

 

Reports 

 

 Buxton Customer Analytics.                                                                                                            7:28 p.m. 

 

Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer Jorge Salinas said that at the January 8, 2018, Work 

Session, Buxton Customer Analytics gave a demonstration.  Salinas handed out a “Vendor Reference 

Interview” survey for Buxton (see agenda file).  

 

Salinas said that the Council asked if the Buxton data would be available to local marketing agencies.  

Salinas said that it would be for City use and would be brokered by the new Economic Development 

Manager.  The other question was if the service would be in competition with other local providers; 

Salinas said it would provide proprietary data and would help with marketing services by providing 

analytical tools that would enable us to model some consumer demands for potential site selections and 

retention.  We negotiated $55,000 the first year and $50,000 the following two years. 

 

Salinas said one piece missing during the initial presentation was a cost of $15,000, after further 

negotiations, they agreed to charge$5,000 for that piece.  Salinas said that is the only piece that has 

changed from the initial presentation.  

 

Kopczynski asked if Albany Millersburg Economic Development Corporation (AMEDC) or the City 

contacted other cities to see what results they got from Buxton, if they were able to bring in more 

businesses.  Salinas said the City did survey six of Buxton’s customers.  All had positive responses and 

said they would continue to extend the contract after the first year.   

 

Cody Gunsington, Buxton Director of Sales, named several Oregon and California cities they are 

contracted with.  They have been extremely successful achieving retail and economic goals.  He provided 

examples of very successful working markets similar to Albany.  

 

Kopczynski asked if they brought in new businesses.  Gunsington shared results of other customers based 

on the analytical data and planning services that Buxton provides. 

 

Salinas said this would be paid from PepsiCo settlement funds since it is for economic development.  

Troedsson said it is a three-year contract for now, but if other partners were also happy with Buxton’s 

services, they would help share the cost.  Councilor Dick Olsen objects to the City of Albany paying for 
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all of it.  Salinas said that after the reimbursement from the sale of property on Timber Ridge, the total 

balance of the PepsiCo fund would be $1.4 million. 

 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Buxton 

Company to procure access to economic development tools for three years.  Coburn seconded the motion 

and it passed 5-0. 

 

Adoption of the Strategic Plan for FY2018 through FY2022.                                                        7:37 p.m. 

 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to adopt the Strategic Plan for FY 2018 through FY2022, with Coburn 

seconding.   

 

Olsen noted that the Plan includes seeking grant funding from the State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO), which seems to conflict with other language that says they (who)? will seek SHPO grants when 

available.  Salinas explained that the SHPO grants are available every other year, which is why the 

language intends to reflect that when they are available, staff will apply.  They were getting frequent 

questions about this and it seemed that adding this explanation was better than leaving it marked as “n/a” 

in the off years.  

 

VOTE:  A vote was taken on the motion and it passed 5-0. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL                                                                                                             7:40 p.m. 

 

Kopczynski said that at the Albany Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (AAMPO) Transportation meeting, 

they approved starting the public hearing process for the 2018-2019 program.  Because of timing it was thought 

not necessary to meet until late March, so there will be a 60-day public comment period.  It has been a good 

process. Discussion followed about the transportation plan. 

 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS REAL PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH ORS 192.660(2)(e)  

 

The Regular Session recessed to Executive Session at 7:44 p.m. 

 

RECONVENE 

 

The Regular Session reconvened at 8:18 p.m. 

 

Johnson commented about potholes being fixed very quickly. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATES:  Work Session:  Monday, February 12, 2018; Regular Session: Wednesday, February 

14, 2018; and a joint meeting with Greater Albany Public Schools on February 12, 2018. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:18 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Mary Dibble Jorge Salinas  

City Clerk     Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Note: Staff Handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Staff  Handouts” 

column. 


