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CITY OF ALBANY 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

Municipal Court Room 

Monday, June 26, 2017 

4:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Bill Coburn, Dick Olsen, Ray Kopczynski, Mike 

Sykes, Rich Kellum, and Bessie Johnson 

 

Councilors absent: None 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

There was no business from the public. 

 

GREATER ALBANY PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 

 

Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director Jeff Blaine reviewed the proposed 

intergovernmental agreement (IGA) between the City of Albany and Greater Albany Public Schools (GAPS).  He 

said the primary purpose is to define the terms of a property exchange between the two agencies and construction 

of public infrastructure to support construction of a new school east of I-5.  Council is asked to consider the IGA, 

discuss any final edits, and direct staff to schedule a public hearing, which is required for the sale of public 

property. 

 

Blaine said that the terms outlined in the draft IGA are consistent with concepts previously reviewed and 

approved by Council and the school board, except for Section 5.  As previously discussed, the IGA will keep the 

City on track for reimbursement of economic development monies used to construct improvements, facilitate 

construction of an elementary school east of I-5, facilitate critical public infrastructure necessary to serve the 

school and the greater Albany area, allow the City to secure area for a new park east of I-5, allow the two agencies 

to collaborate on site plans, and allow the City to secure two properties for parks which are currently leased.  

Section 5 details what would occur with each property if the Department of State Lands (DSL) and the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers (Corps) were to deny GAPS wetland permit application or make it infeasible for the school to 

be built, although staff feels there is a very low risk of that happening. 

 

Councilor Rich Kellum said that although it isn’t written in the agreement, he expects GAPS to make a good faith 

effort to secure the wetland permits, and he asked whether GAPS is considering other locations for the school.  

GAPS Business Director Russ Allen said that GAPS is committed to developing the subject site and fully 

anticipates that there will be significant wetland mitigation costs.  The proposed language is intended to address 

what would happen if the regulating agencies outright denied the development or put up some unforeseen hurdle 

that would make development cost prohibitive.  That isn’t expected to occur and there is no “Plan B” site 

identified. 

 

Following brief discussion, there was general agreement that this item would be brought back to a public hearing 

at a future date.   

 

ECLIPSE PLANNING REPORT 

 

Management Assistant/Public Information Officer Marilyn Smith reported on planning for the solar eclipse that 

will occur on August 21, 2017.  The eclipse will cross the continental U.S. from Oregon to South Carolina.  

Because the eclipse will occur just four days before the Northwest Art and Air Festival (NWAAF), City staff and 

resources are dedicated to that event and there are no planned events specific to the eclipse other than responding 

to requests for information and preparing to respond to emergencies.   

 

Smith said that OMSI officials have estimated the eclipse will bring 1 million visitors to Oregon.  Estimates for 

the Albany area are between 11,354 and 45,419, compared to Salem where they expect 125,000 to 500,000 

visitors.  The actual number may depend on weather.  Historic weather patterns show a 61 percent chance of 

cloud cover at the coast on that day, and a 41 percent chance of cloud cover in Albany.  All beds at legitimate 

venues have been rented for months.  Corvallis, Lebanon, Scio, Philomath, and Oregon State University have 

made campsites available.  There have been inquiries from Albany residents who are considering renting out land 

for camping and others who have asked whether relatives can park RVs for the weekend.  The Albany Municipal 

Code allows RVs to park on the street for up to 48 hours with the consent of the adjacent property owner.   
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The City is doing public information outreach activities, warning people about heavy traffic on I-5 and Highway 

20 throughout the state, and advising of the need to plan for food, water, gas, prescriptions, etc.  Service at ATMs 

will likely be slow or absent due to volume and cell phone service may be slow or jammed.  Police and Fire will 

have additional staff on duty and the Emergency Coordination team will be on standby.  The Fire Department has 

purchased eclipse viewing glasses for City employees and extras are being distributed judiciously.  The City’s 

website has links to additional information, including information from NASA and OMSI.  An informational 

brochure is being prepared for distribution at community events.  Information will be posted on Facebook, Twitter 

and Nixle.  Transit and Call-a-Ride will operate normal schedules.  Both branches of the Library will be closed.  

Outdoor burning will be prohibited for one week before and one week after the eclipse.  Samaritan Health 

Systems is cancelling all elective procedures and setting up lodging for staff who commute.  Republic Services 

may push back residential trash and recycling routes.   

 

Kellum said he thinks that the estimates may be off, given that Salem won’t have total darkness with the eclipse 

as Albany will.     

 

Councilor Ray Kopczynski said he has heard that some agencies will shut down for the day so employees can take 

time for this once-in-a-lifetime event, and he asked if that has been considered by the City.  Smith said that has 

not been considered; she noted that the Libraries are shutting down because many of the staff live out of the area. 

 

Councilor Bill Coburn said that people could easily underestimate the impact of this number of visitors.  He 

understands that there are only about 1 million gallons of gasoline available in the state at any given time and that 

there may be a shortage after the event before gas is distributed to empty tanks.  He thinks there could be a similar 

situation with food and that it may take a few days to restock store shelves as well. 

 

Kellum said it is mandatory that people have eye protection and that we should be prepared to see folks 

experiencing intense pain from flash burns several hours after the eclipse. 

 

Konopa asked whether staff has heard about farmers opening their fields for camping. Smith said she has not 

heard about that in Albany; however, it is being done in other places such as Lebanon and Scio.    

 

Konopa noted that officials in Adair have had requests for security for five large farms that are opening to 

campers, and they have expressed concern about capacity if something goes out of control.  Brief discussion 

followed. 

 

TAXI AND MEDICAL TRANSPORT REGULATIONS 

 

Retiring City Manager Wes Hare said that ride-sharing providers Uber and Lyft are operating in Salem and it is 

likely they will expand service to Albany at some point.  One of the complaints from local taxi operators has been 

that there are different regulations in each community - Corvallis has heavy regulations, Lebanon has some 

regulations, and Albany has no regulations other than requiring liability insurance.  With the potential of the ride-

sharing operators coming in, this is an opportunity to consider whether the City should have regulations for taxi 

and medical transport, as well as ride-share providers.  Hare recommends that Council either repeal the existing 

ordinance and have no regulations for this industry, or consider a regional approach and potentially ask the 

Council of Governments (COG) to investigate assuming responsibility for the task.   

 

Hare explained that the City currently requires a license and insurance for taxi and medical transport companies; 

however, they do not conduct background checks or otherwise investigate service providers.  Former City 

Attorney Jim Delapoer has warned that this level of regulation actually increases liability by creating an 

expectation that the City is looking out for the public interest regarding taxis.  The existing process also imposes a 

fair amount of administrative burden on Parks & Recreation reception employees at City Hall, who are charged 

with this work.  He feels it is a legitimate option to repeal the existing ordinance and have no City regulations for 

this industry.  If Council decides to expand the regulations, consideration could be given to having the COG 

oversee a regional approach given that they currently regulate Medicaid transportation, which requires inspections 

and background checks. 

 

Hare added that the City has required medical transport businesses to get a license and maintain certain insurance 

levels since the late 1970s; however, staff has found no authority in an ordinance to do that.  Brief discussion 

followed.   

 

Kellum said that if the City Council hasn’t given staff the authority to charge a fee for medical transport 

businesses, they should stop.  He said that he wants all taxi and ride-share providers to be treated the same. 

 

Kopczynski told a story about a positive experience he had with Uber in the City of Stockholm.     

 

Councilor Bessie Johnson said that having the COG oversee a regional approach would be a big change for 

existing taxi providers.  Konopa noted that it would have to be cost effective for COG to provide this service.  
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Hare said that COG would determine the cost of service and set fees accordingly, and he agreed that would be a 

significant change. 

 

Kopczynski asked whether Council is trying to come up with a solution for a problem that doesn’t exist.  Coburn 

said he doesn’t see a problem here and he would be in favor of repealing the existing ordinance and having no 

City regulations for this industry.  Councilor Dick Olsen agreed with Coburn.  Councilor Mike Sykes said he 

doesn’t want to add to someone’s cost of doing business when there is no problem to solve.  Councilor Bessie 

Johnson noted that the City doesn’t have a business license for other businesses. 

 

Code Compliance Officer Kris Schendel said that there have been few instances of police issues with taxi 

providers.  He reviewed one case where a driver was cited because he didn’t have a DUI breathalyzer “blow-to-

start” that he was required to have.  Schendel said that if the option is to keep the current regulations or do 

nothing, he agrees that doing nothing is better.  The Police Chief would recommend the regulation route; but he 

understands that logistics are part of this decision.  

Council directed staff to bring back an ordinance to repeal.   

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

Johnson said she is happy to hear that WinCo will be opening. 

 

Kellum said he talked with two Linn County Commissioners about a house on Marilyn Street that has vermin and 

overgrown weeds.  This is one of several places in the County with a senior citizen tax deferral, and it has 

$35,000 in liens against it.  The Commissioners have agreed to accelerate the process, pay the lien amount to the 

state, and send a crew to clean up the place. 

 

Kopczynski asked that Councilors be at Waverly Lake Park at noon on Thursday, June 29, for the launching of 

the Waverly Lake Duck and associated festivities.  

 

Coburn said that Council previously heard a pitch from Pacific Power about the “Blue Sky” Program, where extra 

is paid to help fund alternative energy.  He requested an update on what that is costing the City and said that he 

may have further comments depending on the amount.   

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

The Mayor and Councilors welcomed new City Manager Peter Troedsson. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:07 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 

  Signature on File 

  

Teresa Nix      Wes Hare      

Recorder      City Manager 

 


