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CITY OF ALBANY  

CITY COUNCIL 

Council Chambers 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

7:15 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

Konopa led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

ROLL CALL  

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, and Ray 

Kopczynski. 

   

Councilors absent: Councilors Mike Sykes and Rich Kellum were excused.   

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

 

 Albany Police Department (APD) Lifesaving Awards.   

 

Police Chief Mario Lattanzio said that Brad Liles has been promoted to Captain. 

 

Lattanzio said that on June 29, 2017, Officers Cody Ponder and Jim Estes responded to a distraught suicidal female 

standing on the outside rail of the Lyon Street Bridge.  Estes approached her without being observed, while Ponder 

engaged her in calm and effective communication.  At risk to their own safety, Ponder and Estes performed a rescue 

by pulling the female from the outside rail of the bridge and saved her life.  These actions reflect their commitment 

to our mission of Excellence Through Service.     

 

Lattanzio presented Ponder and Estes with APD Lifesaving Awards. 

 

Konopa thanked both officers for their service.  She said Albany is fortunate to have the committed staff at APD.  

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS  

 

      Public Hearings 

 

VC-01-17, vacating a portion of the Geary Street right-of-way north of Linn Avenue; and VC-02-07, vacating a 

portion of the Denver Street right-of-way within Bowman Park.   

 

Konopa noted that the public hearings are being combined. 

 

Konopa said, this is a quasi-judicial public-hearing regarding street vacation for the northernmost 282 feet of 

Geary Street, south of the Willamette River, north of the vacated Linn Avenue, and east of Bowman Park, as 

described in Planning File VC-01-17; and for the northernmost 350 feet of Denver Street, south of the 

Willamette River in Bowman Park, as described in Planning File VC-02-17. 

 

Open: Konopa opened the public hearing at 7:20 p.m. 

 

There was a signup sheet available for the public (see agenda file). 

 

Konopa asked if any members wished to declare a conflict of interest.  None did. 

 

Konopa asked if any members wished to report ex parte contact. None did. 

 

Konopa asked if any members wished to report a site visit. None did. 

 

Konopa asked if any members wished to abstain from the proceedings. None did. 

 

Konopa asked if any one wished to challenge the participation of any Council member in the hearing or the 

decision.  None did. 

 

Konopa said, for those wishing to testify, please be aware that you must raise an issue with enough detail to 

afford the Council and parties an opportunity to respond to the issue if you later want to raise that issue on 

appeal to the Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA).  Testimony and evidence must be directed towards the 

approval standards staff will describe or other criteria in the Comprehensive Plan or Development Code which 
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you believe to apply to the decision.  If additional documents or evidence are provided by any party, the City 

Council may allow a continuance or leave the record open to allow the parties a reasonable opportunity to 

respond.   

 

Staff Report. 

 

Civil Engineer III Gordon Steffensmeier gave a PowerPoint presentation (see agenda file).  The plan is to build 

a wet-weather sewer pump station near the intersection of Water Avenue and Montgomery Street, which is part 

of Monteith River Park.  Federal funds were used to develop the park in the 1990s; the federal funds had strings 

attached.  If we turn any of the land into something other than a park, then we have to replace it elsewhere.  He 

explained why they chose to locate the park replacement area for the sewer pump station at Bowman Park.  He 

described the site.  An appraiser found the two sites to be roughly equal in value, and the federal parks 

administrators agreed.  Staff approached Willamette Riverview Holdings and they agreed to give a quitclaim 

deed.  They will get part of the east half of the Geary Street right-of-way (ROW) for their property. 

 

Steffensmeier said the Geary Street area they are vacating is full of sewer and storm drains, so we will need an 

easement over that part of the ROW to protect the lines.  When it is done, staff will need to send a new map 

showing the federally funded encumbered property to the federal parks administrators, so they decided to vacate 

Denver Street also since it is already shown to be encumbered park property.  We don’t need an easement over 

the vacated part of Denver Street.   

 

Steffensmeier reviewed the five criteria for vacating ROW and explained how these two properties meet the 

criteria:  

 

1- It is consistent with Comprehensive Plan policies.  Neither Geary Street or Denver Street is in the 

Transportation System Plan. 

2- It will not have negative effect on access with ROW, utilities, etc. 

3- It will not have a negative effect on traffic flow. 

4- The ROW is in compliance. 

5- The public interest, current and future, will be served. 

 

Public Testimony. 

 

There was no public testimony. 

 

Closed: Konopa closed the public hearing at 7:31 p.m. 

 

VC-01-17 

 

City Attorney Sean Kidd read for the first time in title only: AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF 

GEARY STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY NORTH OF LINN AVENUE, IN ALBANY, OREGON; ADOPTING 

FINDINGS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

MOTION:  Councilor Bill Coburn moved to have the ordinance read a second time in title only.  Councilor Ray 

Kopczynski seconded the motion and it passed 4-0. 

 

Kidd read the ordinance for a second time in title only. 

 

MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt the ordinance and Kopczynski seconded it.  The motion passed 4-0 and was 

designated Ordinance No. 5896. 

  

VC-02-17 

 

City Attorney Sean Kidd read for the first time in title only: AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF 

DENVER STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY WITHIN BOWMAN PARK, IN ALBANY, OREGON; ADOPTING 

FINDINGS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

MOTION:  Coburn moved to have the ordinance read a second time in title only.  Kopczynski seconded the 

motion and it passed 4-0. 

 

Kidd read the ordinance for a second time in title only. 

 

MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt the ordinance and Kopczynski seconded it.  The motion passed 4-0 and was 

designated Ordinance No. 5897. 

  

Konopa said, a quasi-judicial decision of the City Council may be appealed to the Land Use Board of Appeals 

by filing a Notice of Intent to Appeal not later than 21 days after the decision becomes final. 
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Business from the Public 

 

None. 

 

 First Reading of Ordinance 

 

 Amending Albany Municipal Code Section 2.25, Albany Human Relations Commission.  

 

MOTION:  Coburn moved to have the ordinance read a second time in title only.  Kopczynski seconded the 

motion and it passed 4-0. 

 

Kidd read the ordinance for a second time in title only. 

 

MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt the ordinance and Kopczynski seconded it.   

 

Councilor Dick Olsen asked about the last sentence under the ordinance, Section 2.25.040: “The duties of the 

Human Resources Commission may be revised at any time, after public notice, by resolution.”  He asked if 

duties can be changed via resolution.  Discussion followed about what instruments are used to make changes 

and public notice.  Coburn noted that he does not think this language is specific to this particular body; he has 

seen it in other Boards and Commission documents.  Councilor Bessie Johnson agreed. 

 

VOTE:  A vote was taken on the motion and it passed 4- 0 and was designated Ordinance No. 5898. 

  

 Adoption of Consent Calendar  

 

1) Accepting a 30-foot by 157-foot Quitclaim Deed from Willamette River View Holdings, LLC., for SS-17-

12, RFI Lift Station and Force Main Improvements.                                                                RES. NO.  6368  

2) Accepting a 15-foot by 60-foot easement from Delbert Mack Walls and Elizabeth M. Walls for public 

sanitary sewer as part of SS-17-10, 2017 Sewer Main Point Repairs.                                      RES. NO.  6369  

 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented.  Coburn seconded the motion and 

it passed 4-0. 

 

Award of Bid 

 

Authorizing the Public Works Operations Director to sign a contract between the City of Albany and H.D. 

Fowler Company for water meter boxes for two years beginning October 2017.   

 

Public Works Operations Director Chris Bailey said they are trying to be more efficient in purchasing routine 

supplies.  This is for a multiple-year purchase of meter boxes.  Typically, staff purchases products for one year 

at a time.  Hopefully this will save money and staff time in processing and paying for meters on a case-by-case 

basis. 

 

Coburn noted that he used to buy this same product, and that the City is getting a very good price.  Discussion 

followed about what cities the bidders are from, and under what circumstances meters are placed in the 

sidewalk. 

 

MOTION:  Coburn moved to approve the resolution and Kopczynski seconded it.  The motion passed 4-0 and 

was designated Resolution No. 6640. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

City Manager Peter Troedsson noted that units from the Albany Fire Department were deployed to the wildfires 

in California.  Discussion followed. 

 

Troedsson noted that two guests from the ICMA Fellows Program, Alexis Abetria (Philippines) and Yen Vu 

(Vietnam), will be visiting from October 14 to November 11, 2017. 

 

Troedsson noted that a Celebration of Life will be held for Katie Nooshazar on Thursday, October 12, 2017. 

 

Troedsson noted that the City received $185,000 in marijuana tax revenues.  He recommends using it for police 

equipment replacement.  This is the first allocation of the funds and represents six months.   

 

Olsen asked if the City’s hydropower turbine is running.  Bailey said no, we are not running it because Lebanon 

is boring under the canal so we want to keep the water level low during that project.  Discussion followed. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATES:  Work Session:  October 23, 2017; and Regular Session:  October 25, 2017 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Mary Dibble Peter Troedsson  

City Clerk     City Manager  


