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APPROVED:  December 6, 2017 

CITY OF ALBANY 

CITY COUNCIL 

Council Chambers 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

7:15 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Konopa led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Dick Olsen, Mike Sykes, Bessie Johnson, Rick 

Kellum, Ray Kopczynski, and Bill Coburn 

 

Councilors absent:   None 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

                  

Albany Fire Department Lifesaving Awards 

 

Fire Chief John Bradner said that the Albany Fire Department (AFD) is charged with protecting the 

community from harm; but they are limited in that they can’t be in all places at all times, and they rely on 

people in the community and traveling through the community for assistance.  Tonight, it is his honor to 

recognize three individuals for actions that resulted in saving other individuals’ lives.   

 

Bradner presented AFD Lifesaving Awards to Tim Bias and Emily Wrangle.  On August 27, 2017, while 

traveling separately on Interstate 5 (I-5), the two came upon a car that had slowed and was drifting on the 

freeway.  Bias, Wrangle, and an off-duty police officer performed CPR on the driver of the car, Martin Moore, 

until emergency personnel arrived.  Moore survived and was present in the audience. 

 

Bias told about his actions and feelings on that day.  He is very thankful that he was there and that Moore 

survived. 

 

Wrangle said that she was thrilled to learn that Moore had survived and was home with his family.  She said 

that, as a medical health professional, she is a true believer in CPR and early intervention really does save 

lives.  

 

Bradner presented the AFD Lifesaving Award to Charles Zeitler.  Zeitler was traveling on I-5 on his 

motorcycle in late August 2017 when a semi-truck hit the Highway 20 overpass and burst into flames.  Zeitler 

stopped, crossed the median, went to the cab of the truck, and pulled the driver to safety where they waited for 

emergency personnel.  Because Zeitler performed heroically, that individual survived and is back in California 

where he resides with his family.     

 

Zeitler added that two minutes after he got the driver to the median, the fuel tank on the truck exploded.  He 

visited the truck driver in the hospital several times and is pleased that he is back home with his family.  

 

Martin said that when something like this happens to you, it restores your faith in humanity and makes other 

things seem very irrelevant.  He said that it feels great to have a second chance at life. 

 

Konopa commended the award recipients and thanked them for their lifesaving actions. 

 

Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) Awards 

  

Jeff White said that he is a member of the Board of Directors for the Oregon GFOA (OGFOA) which is a 

chapter of the National GFOA.  The organization’s purpose is to promote professionalism and excellence in 

public financial management through a commitment to four primary goals: fostering individual professional 

growth, advancing the government finance profession, furthering standards and policies for the benefit of 

communities and OGFOA members, and monitoring and reviewing legislative and judicial activities.  He 

reviewed the history, makeup, mission, and activities of the GFOA and noted that Accounting Supervisor 

Anne Baker is a former board member and past president of OGFOA.  

White presented three awards – the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award, the Outstanding Achievement 

in Popular Annual Financial Reporting Award, and the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial 

Reporting Award.   
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White said that the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award program was established by GFOA in 1984 to 

encourage and assist state and local governments to prepare budget documents of the very highest quality that 

reflect established guidelines and GFOA best practices.  He described the evaluation and rating process used 

in reviewing the submitted budgets.  The reviewers must agree that the budget document met criteria 

demonstrating that the budget is transparent, effective, useful, organized, and informative.  This year, only 32 

cities in Oregon received the award.  This is the 26th consecutive year the City of Albany has received it, 

which is the 8
th
 longest streak among cities in the state of Oregon.  It takes a combined effort of the Mayor, 

City Council, Budget Committee, City Manager, Finance Department staff, and other department staff to win 

this award, and the citizens of the City of Albany should be proud of this effort.  White recognized Baker for 

her efforts in receiving this award. 

 

White said that the GFOA established the Popular Annual Financial Reporting (PAFR) program in 1991 to 

encourage and assist state and local governments to extract information from their Comprehensive Annual 

Financial Report (CAFR) to produce high-quality PAFR document that citizens are apt to read and understand.  

Only 360 organizations in the United States and Canada received this award this year, and only three of those 

have received the award more times than the City of Albany.  The PAFR is evaluated in five categories:  

reader appeal, understandability, distribution methods, creativity, overall quality, and usefulness.  This is the 

fifth consecutive year Albany has received the award.  White congratulated the City for creating a transparent 

financial reporting process to help citizens have access to important financial information.  He recognized 

Baker for her work on the PAFR.  

 

White said the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for the CAFR was 

established in 1945 to encourage state and local governments to go beyond minimum requirements and 

prepare a CAFR that evidences the spirit of transparency and full disclosure.  In his opinion, this is the most 

difficult of the three awards to achieve.  The review checklist is 72 pages long with more than 620 items.  In 

Oregon, there were 115 recipients of this award, only 39 of which were cities.  This is the 33
rd

 consecutive 

year that the City of Albany has received this recognition.  He recognized Accounting Supervisor Jeanna 

Yeager for efforts leading to this award.    

 

White said that there is an environment of excellence at the City of Albany and citizens should be very proud 

of the City’s financial success. 

 

Konopa said that Finance Director Stewart Taylor will be retiring; he has been a great director and she thanked 

him for hiring and training quality staff and for ensuring that the City continues to receive these annual 

awards. 

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

         

Public Hearing 

 

Community Development Block Grant 2016 Annual Report and Community Development Needs 

 

Open:  Konopa opened the public hearing at 7:42 p.m. 

 

Staff Report 

 

Planner III Anne Catlin said that the City receives an annual grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD) for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program.  The City is 

required to develop an annual action plan and a five-year strategic plan as part of this program.  She gave a 

presentation on the CDBG 2016 program.  The program goals are decent housing, suitable living 

environment, and expanded economic opportunities principally for low and moderate-income residents.  She 

reviewed accomplishments for the program year and how they fit into the five-year plan as detailed in the 

written staff report and presentation.  Related to accessibility, the City completed an infill sidewalk project 

on 19
th
 Avenue SE which is a safe route to two schools.  Related to maintaining and improving the quality of 

affordable housing, the City is working to maintain and retain existing housing through rehabilitation.  

Related to expanded economic opportunities, CDBG funds provided scholarships for entrepreneur and small 

business training and advising at Linn-Benton Community College and free one-on-one advising, and the 

City awarded two small grants that created three full-time jobs.  Regarding goals to reduce homelessness and 

provide public services, program funds were awarded to the Jackson Street Youth Shelter, Albany Helping 

Hands Shelter, and Family Tree Relief Nursery.  The three agencies served 87 residents during the program 

year.  Regarding the goal to remove blighting influences, the City will go out to bid this fall on the Sunrise 

Park remodel.  

 

Catlin said that staff is preparing to develop the next five-year plan and would like to hear from Council and 

the community about other needs that could be addressed.   
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Councilor Ray Kopczynski asked whether the relationship with Community Services Consortium (CSC) has 

changed based on some of the changes made by that organization.  Catlin said that the partnership with CSC 

is strong, and she explained what that organization is doing in the areas of fair housing outreach and 

education.  

 

Public Testimony 

 

None. 

 

Close:  Konopa closed the public hearing at 7:55 p.m. 

  

MOTION:  Councilor Rich Kellum moved to authorize staff to submit the Consolidated Annual Performance 

and Evaluation Report (CAPER) to the U.S. Department of HUD and Kopczynski seconded it.  The motion 

passed 6-0 and was designated Resolution No. 6636. 

 

Business from the Public 

 

      None. 

 

Adoption of Resolutions 

 

      Establishing a Class Special Procurement of Microsoft Office 365 Suite of Applications 

 

Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer Jorge Salinas said that the City has used the Microsoft 

Office 2007 suite of applications for the past nine years.  It has reached its end of life, and this is the last year 

that Microsoft will support the Office 2007 version.  Microsoft Office 365 can be purchased directly from 

Microsoft, but that is not the least expensive option.  Staff has evaluated costs and services from various 

resellers as detailed in the written staff memo and recommends procurement of the MS Office 365 suite of 

applications through LiftOff, LLC.  A resolution was provided on the dais (see agenda file). 

 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to approve the resolution on the dais and Kellum seconded it.  The motion 

passed 6-0 and was designated Resolution No. 6637. 

 

Amending Parking Restrictions – Albany Downtown Association (ADA)  

 

Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish said that this item was discussed at a prior Council work session, 

during which staff presented options and pros and cons for each.  He offered to answer any questions.   

 

Konopa noted that the draft resolution is for “3-Hour Customer Parking” rather than “3-Hour Customer – 

Employee Permit Parking.”  Irish said that was the direction he understood from the work session; however, 

that could be changed with direction from Council. 

 

Kopczynski said he wasn’t present at the work session.  In response to his questions, Irish reviewed options 

presented for Calapooia Street from First to Second avenues.  One of the cons of having 3-hour parking on 

Calapooia Street would be increased employee parking in surrounding neighborhoods.  There was discussion 

at the work session about the potential of having two different parking regulations on that block with customer 

parking on one half and employee parking on the other.  It would be possible to post this way; but the back-in 

diagonal parking could make that less effective. 

 

Kellum said that after the work session, it was brought to his attention that changing the parking regulations 

would shove out employees who have been parking there.  He is in favor of splitting the parking on the block 

between customer and employee parking to lessen the impact.  His opinion is that, in a short period of time, 

folks would recognize that the parking regulations are split. 

 

Konopa said that the newly created spaces on Second Avenue could be changed to 3-hour or all-day customer 

parking and the preexisting spaces would be there for employees.     

 

Councilor Dick Olsen said it would be a good idea to provide as many spots for Post Office employees as they 

had before.  He asked whether paid parking was being considered. 

 

ADA Executive Director Lise Grato said that paid opportunities include employee permit parking, which 

allows for parking anywhere throughout downtown, and leased parking, which is assigned Monday through 

Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Discussion followed regarding the options. 

 

Councilor Bill Coburn asked whether staff or the Mayor have reached out to the Post Office.  Konopa said she 

doesn’t believe there has been any contact with the Post Office. 
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Councilor Bessie Johnson said that she isn’t ready to decide on this; she thinks that there needs to be more 

research, including discussion with the Post Office. 

 

Dr. Gary Goby provided an update on the Carousel to help Council with this decision.  He said that the 

Carousel has been open for 32 days and they have had 33,550 riders and another 11,000 visitors who did not 

ride.  The organization is primarily run by volunteers who work three-hour shifts, and the Carousel would like 

to be able to tell them where they can park.  He reviewed entries from a sign-in book and the results of a 

sample he took last week showing a high number of visitors from the local communities as well as from out of 

town, out of state, and out of country.  He showed a long list of tours and rentals that have been scheduled for 

the remainder of this year and said the Carousel has had this activity without any specific advertising.  There 

has been a tremendous amount of interest from the community and from other places.  In five weeks, they 

have added $109,000 to their bank account.  The Carousel is a big business with experienced business people 

and seasoned board members to help manage it.  He said the Carousel is a downtown anchor, and he thanked 

Council for supporting it. 

 

Steven Reynolds shared metrics for the Carousel’s website for the month of August 2017 showing more than 

12,000 sessions, 9,000 users, and 78,000 webpage views.  Users stayed on site for an average of 2.39 minutes.  

The balance rate shows that almost 99.5% of people who looked for the website stayed with the website.  This 

overview mirrors what is being seen on the brick and mortar side.  He showed a printout of people who have 

sent in requests to book the Carousel and a printout of more than 760 email addresses that have been 

submitted for a mailing list.  He reviewed plans for improving the online store, providing live feed, and other 

online opportunities.   

 

Goby and Reynolds discussed parking needs and asked that at least a few spots be allowed for Carousel 

volunteer parking. 

 

Kopczynski asked whether the Carousel perceives meeting their operating and maintenance needs going 

forward.  Goby said that the organization expects to be self-sufficient and he doesn’t think it will have any 

problem covering its financial needs.  Reynolds said that the Carousel board has budgeted conservatively and 

the organization is exceeding expectations. 

 

Johnson asked whether the Carousel would be willing to pay for permit parking for its volunteers.  Goby said 

that they would and that parking for volunteers is valuable. 

 

Grato clarified and explained the difference between leased spaces, which are designated to the specific 

person or business, and employee permits, which allow for parking anywhere downtown.  She noted that 

employee permits would not guarantee available parking near the Carousel. 

 

Kellum expressed concern that leased spots would sit empty at times when they could be used by others.  

Konopa said that 3-Hour Customer - Employee Permit Parking would not stop others from using the spaces 

when they are not being used by the Carousel.  Grato said that would work for ParkWise, but she doesn’t 

know whether it would work for the Carousel given that empty spaces for volunteers would not be guaranteed.    

 

Debbie Meyers, 1600 Walnut Street SW, said that she has worked at the Albany Post Office as a letter carrier 

since 1992.  She has spoken with management and no one from the City or Carousel has talked to the Post 

Master or the National Association of Letter Carriers President about this issue.  She said that the Post Office 

employs roughly 70 tax-paying employees, that there is a proposal to take away their parking, and that nobody 

at the Post Office understands why.  She has heard that some people feel the Post Office should move; but it is 

a federal building, and they aren’t moving.  She asked why parking wasn’t addressed when the Carousel was 

built and why it should fall to the Post Office and its employees to now scrounge for parking spaces. 

 

Konopa said that she understands the concern.  She tried to contact the Post Master in the past, but she was 

unable to due to turnover at the Post Office.  She said that more than 30 spaces were created specifically for 

the Carousel and that the proposal would change the regulations of those spaces.  She noted that the urban 

renewal district was formed 16 years ago with the goal of revitalizing the downtown and that there have been 

conversations about whether the Post Office site could have a better use.  Brief discussion followed.   

 

Johnson said that she never thought that moving the Post Office was part of the urban renewal plan, that she 

doesn’t believe the new parking spaces were created only for the Carousel, and that she does not want the Post 

Office to move.  Meyers said that employees can’t believe the City is going to take their parking spaces.  

Kopczynski noted that the parking spaces do not belong to the Post Office or its employees. 

 

Kellum said that Council has made no decisions or taken any action related to moving the Post Office.  He 

thinks that any decision about parking would be premature.  He would like staff to provide additional 

information about split regulations which would provide spaces for Carousel volunteers and retain spaces for 

people who have used them in the past. 
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Coburn would also like to explore potential use of the lot to the north, currently used by the Senior Center.  He 

agreed that a decision would be premature. 

 

Olsen said he is in favor of providing parking for Carousel volunteers, but he would like to see a more 

concrete plan.   

 

Councilor Mike Sykes said he would like to see representatives from the Post Office invited to the meeting on 

this item so that they have a voice in what will affect their operation.  

 

This item will come back to a future Council work session.   

 

Adoption of Consent Calendar 

 

1) Approval of Minutes 

a) August 15, 2017, City Council and Human Relations Commission Joint Work Session 

2) Approving, accepting, and appropriating funds for the Fiscal Year 2017-18 State Hazardous Materials 

Transportation by Rail Incident Response Planning Grant on behalf of the Mid-Valley Local Emergency 

Planning Committee 

 

MOTION:  Johnson moved to adopt the consent calendar.  Kellum seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 

 

Appointment 

 

      Appointing Paula Matano to the Community Development Commission 

 

MOTION:  Johnson moved to approve the appointment of Paula Matano to the Community Development 

Commission.  Kellum seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

Kopczynski commented that standalone Microsoft Office 2016 Professional can now be purchased for less than 

$20 with a valid license.  Brief discussion followed. 

 

Sykes asked staff to look into a complaint he received about truck traffic on Main Street and related damage to a 

parking lot.   

 

Olsen related a complaint he received about speed on Washington Street and a question about whether a stop sign 

could be placed. 

 

City Manager Peter Troedsson said that Police Chief Mario Lattanzio will address concerns related to Senate Bill 

719 at the November 6, 2017, City Council meeting. 

 

Staff advised that the first meeting of the Budget Committee will be held on November 7, 2017, at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Ralston Meeting Room at Fire Station 11. 

 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS REAL PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH ORS 192.660(2)(e) 

 

Council recessed to Executive Session at 9:02 p.m. 

 

RECONVENE 

 

Council reconvened to Regular Session at 9:18 p.m. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

 

Work Session: Monday, October 9, 2017; and Regular Session:  Wednesday, October 11, 2017  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 

 

Teresa Nix      Stewart Taylor 

Administrative Assistant    Finance Director 


