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CITY OF ALBANY  

CITY COUNCIL 

Council Chambers 

Wednesday, September 13, 2017 

7:15 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Konopa led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL  

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Ray Kopczynski, Dick 

Olsen, and Mike Sykes. 

 

Councilors absent: Councilor Bessie Johnson was excused. 

 

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

 

Accepting Iris Carrasco’s resignation from the Community Development Commission 

 

MOTION: Councilor Ray Kopczynski moved to accept Carrasco’s resignation and send a letter of thanks.  

Councilor Mike Sykes seconded the motion, which passed 5-0. 

 

Continued Legislative Public Hearing, Central Albany Code Amendments, DC-01-17, ZC-02-17, and CP-03-17 

 

There was a signup sheet available (see agenda file). 

 

Planning Manager Bob Richardson showed a Power Point presentation (see agenda file).  He said two issues 

were discussed at the work session on September 11, 2017.  One was the question of whether a performing arts 

center could be included in the use definition of Entertainment and Recreation, Indoor and Outdoor, and the other 

was an objection to the use of the phrase “reasonably feasible” in the driveway distance standard.  Richardson 

said staff has included “performing arts center” in the definition, and it is also not specifically stated as limited in 

the Waterfront zone.  As to the driveway standard, staff agrees with the suggestion made at the work session to 

allow a developer to use the Conditional Use process to modify this standard.  Under the Conditional Use 

process, the Planning Commission reviews for compatibility, and may allow an applicant to vary from the 

driveway spacing standard. 

 

Konopa asked if anyone in the audience wished to comment.  No one did. 

 

Close: Konopa closed the public hearing at 7:24 p.m. 

 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to adopt the ordinances based on findings and conclusions in the staff report and 

Planning Commission findings.  Councilor Dick Olsen seconded the motion.   

 

Councilor Rich Kellum said he will vote for adoption “grudgingly.”  He doesn’t like putting unnecessary 

restrictions on business.  He gave as an example the restriction on manufacturing businesses in these zones.  Not 

all manufacturing businesses are noisy and have a lot of truck traffic.  But restricting all manufacturing 

businesses may keep some good businesses out of the area, even if they wouldn’t cause any problems.  That 

would be bad for the prospective business owner, the building owner, and the downtown.  He will vote for 

adoption because he understands that we are working toward a dual-track system for development approval. 

 

Konopa said the intent of the Code revisions is to keep larger-scale manufacturing out of the downtown area.  

Kellum said if you make a rule everyone has to live by, it doesn’t matter what is intended. 

 

VOTE: A vote was taken on the motion, which passed 5-0. 

 

Konopa read the rules of appeal and the requirement to notify the Department of Land Conservation and 

Development (DLCD) of the decision. 

 

City Attorney Sean Kidd read the ordinance amending Ordinance 4441 for the first time in title only:  AN 

ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4441, WHICH ADOPTED THE CITY OF ALBANY 

DEVELOPMENT CODE AND ZONING MAP, BY AMENDING THE ALBANY DEVELOPMENT CODE 

TEXT AND ALBANY ZONING MAP RELATING TO THE DOWNTOWN ALBANY AREA, AND 

ADOPTING FINDINGS. 
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MOTION: Councilor Bill Coburn moved to have the ordinance read a second time in title only.  Kopczynski 

seconded the motion, which passed 5-0. 

 

Kidd read the ordinance a second time in title only. 

 

MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt the ordinance.  Sykes seconded the motion, which passed 5-0.  The ordinance 

was designated Ordinance No. 5894. 

 

Kidd read the ordinance amending Ordinance 4447 for the first time in title only:  AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4447, WHICH ADOPTED THE CITY OF ALBANY COMPREHENSIVE 

PLAN, BY AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TEXT TO CREATE THE DOWNTOWN MIXED 

USE ZONE AS AN IMPLEMENTING ZONE FOR THE VILLAGE CENTER COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

DESIGNATION, AND ADOPTING FINDINGS. 

 

MOTION: Coburn moved to have the ordinance read a second time in title only.  Sykes seconded the motion, 

which passed 5-0.  

 

Kidd read the ordinance a second time in title only. 

 

MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt the ordinance.  Sykes seconded the motion, which passed 5-0.  The ordinance 

was designated Ordinance No. 5895.  

 

Business from the Public 

 

Tom Cordier, 2240 Park Terrace Drive NW, Albany, expressed concern about Senate Bill 719, which would 

allow law enforcement officers or citizens to get a court order to confiscate weapons from someone deemed 

mentally unstable.  Cordier asked Linn County Sheriff Bruce Riley what process his officers would follow if 

asked to confiscate weapons.  Cordier said Riley told him that no officer would be allowed unilaterally to request 

such an order from a judge.  The officer would write a complaint, which would have to be approved by Riley 

before it could go to a judge.  Cordier said he is asking the City Council to work with Albany Police Chief Mario 

Lattanzio to develop a similar protocol. 

 

Kellum said one problem with the bill is that it doesn’t define “weapons.”  Every household has a number of 

items that could be used as “weapons.”  The bill is a long way from becoming law. 

 

Konopa said the City Manager will discuss the question with the Police Chief. 

 

Adoption of Findings, ZC-02-16, North Albany Zoning Map Amendment 

 

Planner III David Martineau referred to the findings in the agenda packet, prepared at the Council’s request to 

support denial of the amendment.  Staff listened again to all the testimony and Council deliberation before 

preparing these findings. 

 

MOTION: Coburn moved to deny the zone change application.  Kellum seconded the motion. 

 

Kopczynski said the language in the findings is, “the Council finds . . .”  He said this suggests a unanimous vote.  

He thinks the wording should be, “the majority of the Council finds . . .”  He also believes the justification for 

denial is based on subjective criteria and on testimony from people who are passionate about the issue.  The 

report says aspects of the development “may be” or “could be” incompatible, not “will be.”  He is afraid that the 

developer could use the denial to build the most units he can build under the existing code.  He thinks the case 

against is a classic not-in-my-back-yard (NIMBY) response. 

 

Kidd advised that the Council acts as a whole, but dissenting votes are noted in the minutes. 

 

VOTE: A vote was taken on the motion, and it passed 4-1, with Kopczynski voting against. 

 

Konopa read the rules of appeal and the requirement to notify the Department of Land Conservation and 

Development (LCDC) of the decision. 

 

Adoption of Consent Calendar 

 

1) Approval of Minutes 

a) July 12, 2017, Regular Session minutes.   

b) July 24, 2017, Work Session minutes.   

c) July 26, 2017, Regular Session minutes.   

d) August 7, 2017, Work Session minutes.   

2) Liquor license recommendation to OLCC: 

a) Grant a second location liquor license for 3 Sheets Brewery, 136 First Avenue SE.  
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MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt the Consent Calendar as presented.  Kopczynski seconded the motion, 

which passed 5-0. 

 

Award of Contract to Metereaders, LLC, for meter-reading services 

 

Public Works/Community Development Business Manager Jeff Babbitt summarized the history of the Request 

for Proposals process and advertising.  He said the City received two responses from qualified vendors, and 

Metereaders received the highest score.  They have read meters for the City for almost 30 years. 

 

Kopczynski asked, what is the increase in price this year?  Babbitt said the new cost is five cents per meter 

higher.  

 

MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt the resolution.  Kopczynski seconded the motion.  The motion passed 5-0, 

and the resolution was designated Resolution No. 6635. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

There was none. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE:   Work Session:  September 25, 2017; and Regular Session:  September 27, 2017 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:51 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Allison Liesse Peter Troedsson 

Deputy City Clerk City Manager 

 


