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CITY OF ALBANY  

CITY COUNCIL 

Council Chambers 

Wednesday, June 14, 2017  

7:15 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 

Konopa led the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

 

ROLL CALL  

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, Ray 

Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes. 

   

Councilors absent: None.   

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

 

Linn County Mental Health Advisory Board.   

 

Dick Knowles, Chair of the Linn County Mental Health Advisory Board, said that, a few months ago, the Mayor read 

a proclamation for mental health.  Over the last 3-4 years, the Board has been going to each city in Linn County to try 

and get as many involved in mental health activities as possible.  They conduct events at Linn-Benton Community 

College (LBCC), the medical school in Lebanon, and other community organizations.  The Board has collaborated 

with alcohol and drug treatment organizations in Linn County to develop and market materials and resources for 

mental health first aid. 

 

Knowles said that mental health issues could happen to anyone, and affect one in four families.  There are no 

constraints for location or economic class.  There are only three or four other boards in the state that are as actively 

involved as Linn County’s Board.  

 

Knowles distributed examples of five table tents that were created to distribute in the community (see agenda file).  

They also created a poster (see agenda file).  The content is based on myths and facts on mental health.  The tents are 

available in both English and Spanish.  Knowles said they have also branched out to help older adults with mental 

health issues and created magnets for that venue (see agenda file).  The magnets are distributed by Meals On 

Wheels.  The drivers especially appreciate the information. 

 

Knowles gave the Mayor a framed poster. 

 

Konopa said that Knowles is part of the annual homeless summit, and his work is greatly appreciated. 

 

Konopa rearranged the order of the Council agenda in order to accommodate members of the audience. 

 

Business from the Public - Petition to prohibit camping on private property during the solar eclipse.   

 

Marilyn Robinson, 236 Dogwood Lane, submitted a copy of a petition (see agenda file).  She explained that her 

neighbor, Charlene Morrison, 1350 Spring Hill Drive, has asked the neighborhood for permission to have a three-

day, for-profit solar eclipse event on her seven-acre property.  She plans to have 35 campers in her field for anywhere 

from one to three days, and will hire a licensed, armed security guard.  Robinson said that Morrison said that she 

asked the City and that the City informed her that according to the Albany Municipal Code (AMC), she has a right to 

do this, so long as she has permission from all neighbors.  Robinson met with Public Information 

Officer/Management Assistant Marilyn Smith and confirmed what AMC 13.36.180 states.  Robinson is here to 

inform the City Council that the neighbors have not given their permission.  Neighbors are concerned about fire, 

sanitation, privacy, crime, alcohol and drug use, odors, barking dogs, RV wastewater disposal, trash, crowd control, 

and emergency preparedness.  They also believe it would be an undue burden on public services like police and fire.  

The event has the potential for getting out of control and would not be consistent with the neighborhood.  

 

Robinson said the field is currently planted with grain, but by August it will be tinder dry and dangerous for 

camping.  Dogwood Lane, Shady Lane, and Sherwood Place have no outlets.  If there were a fire emergency, people 

would have to walk out or be carried out.  As to sanitation, Robinson said Morrison has yet to secure port-a-potties 

and does not have enough potable water for possibly 150 people.  
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On behalf of the neighborhood and community, Robinson respectfully urged the Council to halt this event at 1350 

Spring Hill Drive. 

 

Konopa said that staff learned today that the property owner has withdrawn the request to have the event. 

 

City Councilor Bill Coburn said since they need the permission of the neighbors, and they don’t have it, then he is 

confused why this is an issue at all.  Konopa said it is now formally on record that the neighbors do not give their 

permission.  The neighbors in the audience that are adjacent to the property raised their hands.   

 

Konopa noted that the property is on a septic system and there is only one fire hydrant nearby. 

 

Annette Simonson, 1240 NW Shady lane, said she is under the impression that Morrison had obtained a permit of 

some sort from the City, and that is why they are here.  Also, the neighbors were not asked for their permission, 

rather, they were notified that by Morrison via email that she planned to hold the event.  That was the situation that 

caused neighbors to raise concerns about sanitation and other things.  Because other events need items like port-a-

potties that same week, there are none available for Morrison to rent.  Simonson said that Morrison’s response to that 

was that the campers can use restrooms at Takena Landing and Starbucks.  Simonson said that for the record, 

Morrison is a nice lady and a good neighbor, and she doubts anyone has a bone to pick with her other than bringing 

up these issues. 

 

Konopa verified that there is no permit. 

 

Judy Gardner, 1330 Shady Lane, lives 15 feet from the Morrison property.  Gardner said that when Morrison first 

contacted City Hall, she may have provided misinformation, by saying that the event was a family reunion.  Gardner 

has an email sent to Morrison that listed the items the neighbors were concerned about, and a copy of the email was 

forwarded to the City.  Though there was no mention that the neighbors object, Gardner said that they certainly do.  

She asked, where is her liability insurance for this?  Gardner’s home is 15 feet away. 

 

City Councilor Rich Kellum asked Smith to verify that AMC section that was handed out to the Council does indeed 

require agreement from neighbors (see agenda file).  Smith verified that that is the case.  Discussion followed. 

 

City Councilor Ray Kopczynksi asked Gardner, if the event were a family reunion with 30 people, instead of the 

eclipse, would she have the same concerns.  Gardner said no; she would still expect Morrison to meet all the 

standards for safety.  If she were hosting just two or three families, then her house could handle sewer and water 

needs. 

 

Coburn asked Kidd, would a person have to comply with all five of the items in AMC 13.36.180, or just one of the 

five?  Discussion followed.  Sean said yes, they would need to comply with all five.   

 

City Manager Wes Hare said that when adopted, the AMC didn’t anticipate solar eclipses and the possibility that 

someone might capitalize on the event within the City limits.  We should look at our codes and consider if they cover 

what is basically a person conducting a commercial business inside a residential zone.  We do have things in the 

AMC to address issues such as fire hazard and waste disposal that could be required, but the question of whether we 

can prohibit an event depends on what the person plans to do.  We will be watching this situation and he is confident 

that we have enough at our disposal to make sure that the concerns are addressed.   

 

Konopa noted that people may not be aware that when the sky gets dark, many of the streetlights come on 

automatically.  The rural areas may provide a better spot for viewing the eclipse.  

 

Jerry Robinson, 236 Dogwood Lane, is the husband of Marilyn.  He noted that people would be showing up on 

Friday night but the eclipse doesn’t happen until Monday morning at 10:17 a.m.  He wonders why they would want 

to be there for three days for an event of such a short duration.  Konopa said that there might be 400,000 coming into 

our region for this event.  There is a lot of unknown and uncertainty, because we don’t know what to expect.  

Discussion followed. 

 

Business from the Public. 

 

Joe Such, 340 Marilyn Street, is concerned about the property next to him at 330 Marilyn Street.  The owner died a 

year and half ago and the place has not taken care of since.  There is garbage, the grass is very high, and there are 

berry vines and rodents.  He submitted pictures for the record (see agenda file).  The ditch in front of the property is 

used as a dumping ground.  When the grass dies, he is concerned that if it catches fire, it will spread to his home.  

 

Kidd said that the Code Enforcement Team is looking into it.  The owners of record are deceased.  Kidd believes 

there is one adult son, but they have no interest in the property.  It is an odd situation where there is no bank lien, but 

Linn County has foreclosed for back taxes.  Unfortunately, that means that there is a two-year right of redemption in 

which the owner or owner’s can pay the taxes and redeem the property.  Linn County has no interest in getting 

involved until September 2018, when the right of redemption period ends.  Kidd is considering creative ways to 

mitigate the risk in the meantime.  Hare recommended that the City clean it up, recognizing that we may not recover 

the costs in this case.  But since it is a nuisance affecting neighboring properties, Hare thinks that is not an 

unreasonable cost for us to bear.  
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Coburn asked if Linn County can approach the son and do something.  Kidd said Linn County could do a lot of 

things, but they are not willing to get involved.  Hare explained that Linn County does not have the resources to get 

involved in all the foreclosures they own.  They are not in the business of property maintenance, so they not want to 

get involved.  Discussion followed. 

 

Kidd said this subject will come back to a future Work Session. 

 

Smith recalled that this property was cleaned up by a Sherriff’s work crew, City staff, and volunteers in 2007-2008.  

It was a chronic nuisance at that time, a hoarding situation, and four 40-yard dumpsters were hauled away.  

 

Kellum will contact the Linn County Commissioners.   

 

Biennial Budget Process 

  

Hare introduced Brandon Neish.  Neish was looking for a work experience with a public agency to help fulfill his 

requirements for a Master’s Degree at Portland State University.  He also works in the budget office at Western 

Oregon University.  Hare asked him to take a look at the biennial budget process for the City of Albany. 

 

Neish handed out a document titled “Biennial Budget Proposal” (see agenda file) and gave a PowerPoint presentation 

(see agenda file).  

 

Neish gave Oregon budget law background and the current timeline that the City of Albany uses.  The process begins 

in December with the beginning of the budget process, and ends in November with the annual audit and 

Comprehensive Annual Financial Reports.  The budget document is 348 pages long.   

 

Neish described a sample timeline using a biennial budget, particularly with how the second year could be used by 

staff for other projects, such as software improvements and training.  Public Works projects can also be planned 

ahead more effectively, particularly road maintenance projects.   

 

Niesh said there is a significant amount of human time and energy involved in the budget.  Neish noted that Hare’s 

budget message commented that a biennial budget in the very least would delay the need for more administrative 

staff as the community and organization continue to grow.  It would be a benefit to staff and citizens.  Also, credit 

agencies tend to look more favorably on agencies with biennial budgets.  It is also beneficial to plan for funding of 

PERS.  Niesh showed a slide that shows how a biennial budget would look with Acutals, Revised, and Proposed 

column. 

 

Niesh said that negatives relate to revenue stability, by running the risk of property tax revenue shortfalls.  In the long 

range, things can change, so the Government Financial Officers Association (GFOA) proposes establishing a reserve 

to set aside excess revenue in order to smooth dropped revenues.  The Council could still receive annual updates.  

The tax rates, although not changeable during the budget, still have to be certified annually.   

 

Niesh said some necessary changes, according to ORS 294.414, include that the Budget Committee members would 

need to be appointed for four years rather than three.  The Budget document would need to be updated and there 

would need to be summary documents during the transition period. 

 

Konopa asked if the cities already doing this have multiple supplemental budgets as a result.  Hare said there are 

specific requirements relative to supplemental budgets, so he doesn’t see that as a significant change from current 

practice.  The Council already gets monthly financial reports and has access online to daily financial reports. 

 

Kopczynski asked how the Budget Committee rotation would work.  Niesh said it would follow the current process, 

but the terms would be longer.  Discussion followed. 

 

Councilor Bessie Johnson is concerned that the rainy day fund may detract from other needs.  Niesh said the idea is 

that once a budget is set, the Council sets aside a percentage of revenues.  It would not tap into the reserves that have 

already been set aside.  Finance Director Stewart Taylor said that effectively, the City has done that already: our 

contingency is 10-15% of balance, and as the economy tightened, we dropped to the minimum, which is 5%.  If we 

did a biennial budget, it would be 5%, but it would be a larger number since the total budget would be larger.   

 

Hare said that in his opinion, the switch to a biennial budget doesn’t change the need to have appropriate reserves. 

The accepted standard in financial world is to have 10% in reserves.  There are those with higher reserves, but it 

would be difficult to justify that to taxpayers, because you are essentially would be taking more money than you need 

for services. 

 

The biennial budget will be discussed at future work sessions after the new City Manager is on board.  Coburn wants 

to include the Budget Committee in the discussion as well. 
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SCHEDULED BUSINESS  

 

 Public Hearings 

 

1) Foregoing a sewer rate increase for Fiscal Year 2017-2018 and reaffirming rates in Resolution No. 6549.   

 

Open:  Konopa opened the public hearing at 8:23 pm. 

 

                  There was a signup sheet available for the public (see agenda file). 

 

Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director Jeff Blaine gave a PowerPoint 

presentation (see agenda file).  The PowerPoint discussed the current rate recommendation to forgo a rate 

increase; reviewed current conditions; provided an updated five-year rate projection; and highlighted 

unfunded needs. 

 

Blaine said rate revenue is used for debt repayment, Operations and Maintenance (O & M), and Capital 

Investment.  Five years ago the Council set a target of $2.7 million for capital projects.  That target was set 

based on replacing pipe that was anticipated to fail within 10 years, before it failed.  Because the current 

revenues meet debt service and O & M obligations and also meet the capital target, there is no need for the 

rate increase.  

 

Blaine said that compared to 28 Oregon cities, Albany ranks tenth for sewer rates.  Even more meaningful, 

Blaine explained, is that for total utility bill, which includes things like water, sewer, stormwater, and 

transportation, Albany ranks twelfth.  Several neighboring cities are higher.  In Fiscal Year 2012, Albany 

was ranked sixth.  At that time, the reason Albany was high was because we incurred debt for major projects; 

and staff had anticipated that our ranking would drop as other cities had to incur debt for their own capital 

projects.  That appears to be the case, despite the new stormwater utility and some substantial sewer rate 

increases necessary to build up the capital reserves.  This is positive and shows we are moving in the right 

direction. 

 

Blaine reviewed the five year rate projections.  The negative dip in the graph in 2017 is due to the 

stormwater utility coming on line and the corresponding reduction in sewer rates.  There have been 

substantial rate increases, but we accomplished what we set out to do five years ago.  Looking ahead, we are 

focusing on maintaining where we are at and if there are no program modifications or new regulatory 

requirements we anticipate needing only inflationary increases.  We assumed 2.5 percent inflationary rate 

increases but it could be more, or less, than that, depending on the actual inflation rate.  

 

Blaine said that the Riverfront Interceptor is a major unfunded capital improvement, along with potential 

solids handling improvements at the Water Reclamation Facility.  In the coming months, staff will be talking 

to the City Council about the Riverfront Interceptor, which will cost about $13 million.  We have the 

opportunity to pursue a loan with DEQ with a low interest rate.  Blaine said staff is also looking for 

opportunities to refinance existing sewer debt.  Staff hopes to refinance existing debt and cover the new debt 

for the River Front Interceptor with the savings, so there would be no net impact to the total debt. 

 

Johnson asked, if you did a rate increase and had more funds for pipe replacement, would you have the staff 

power to do more pipe replacements?  Blaine said yes, but he cautioned that when the stormwater utility was 

implemented, one of the major concerns expressed by the community was that the City would raise sewer 

rates soon after.  That is one reason, we are not comfortable proposing an increase, especially given the 

relatively good acceptance we have had with the new stormwater utility.  Johnson just wants to be sure the 

facilities are in good shapes; she is fine with not raising sewer rates.  Discussion followed.    

 

Olsen asked, for the solids handling issue, could it be solved without raising rates?  Blaine said that will 

depend on discussions about solutions that are ongoing.  We have been keeping the Siemens settlements 

proceeds for that and also there is some money in reserves that we are trying to protect for that purpose.  We 

are hopeful that the answer to that question will work itself out in the next few months. 

                  

No one in the audience wished to speak. 

 

                 Closed:  Konopa closed the public hearing at 8:35 p.m. 

 

MOTION:  Kellum moved to adopt the resolution and Johnson seconded it.  The motion passed 6-0 and was 

designated Resolution No. 6598. 

 

2) Adjusting System Development Charges (SDC) and connection charges.   

 

Open:  Konopa opened the public hearing at 8:38 p.m. 

 

 There was a signup sheet available for the public (see agenda file). 
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Civil Engineer III Jeni Richardson said that these charges are in place to make sure that as the community 

develops, that new development helps to pay its share of the cost of services.  Each year these are evaluated 

based on the Engineering News Record (ENR).  The City of Albany historically uses the Seattle Regional 

Index.  The ten resolutions before the Council include a fee adjustment based on a one year change of 1.11%.  

The AMC says increases are automatic, but it has been the City Council’s tradition to hold a public hearing.  

If the Council adopts these tonight, they will become effective on July 1, 2017. 

 

Kellum said it bothers him that when raising rates, it seems to him that the monetary increase is not 

discussed with the rate payer.  He asked if we have gone through the expense of seeing if we are competitive 

overall, city to city.  Hare said yes, we have done comprehensive rate comparisons with other cities.  We can 

also see confirmation of our competitive rates because businesses are locating here.  Discussion followed. 

 

Blaine said that Planning has the costs comparisons in their offices; he will get the information to Kellum. 

 

 No one in the audience wished to speak. 

 

Closed:  Konopa closed the public hearing at 8:45 p.m. 

 

MOTION:  Johnson moved to adopt ten resolutions, items a) through j), and Kopczynski seconded it.  The 

motion passed 6-0 and was designated as follows: 

 

a) Revising sewer system development charges for connection to the public sanitary sewer system, 

reaffirming an appeal fee, and repealing Resolution No. 6501.   

Action:  Motion to adopt the resolution passed 6-0.                                                                    RES. NO.  6599 

b) Revising water system development charges, reaffirming an appeal fee, and repealing Resolution No. 

6499.   

Action:  Motion to adopt the resolution passed 6-0.                                                                    RES. NO.  6600 

c) Revising transportation system development charges for impacts to the Albany Transportation System, 

reaffirming the appeal fee, and repealing Resolution No. 6595.  

Action:   Motion to adopt the resolution passed 6-0.                                                                   RES. NO.  6601 

d) Revising connection charges for street connections to improved city street of unassessed properties in the 

city of Albany and repealing Resolution No. 6502.   

Action:  Motion to adopt the resolution passed 6-0.                                                                    RES. NO.  6602 

e) Revising connection charges for sewer connections of unassessed properties in the city of Albany and 

repealing Resolution No. 6503.   

Action:  Motion to adopt the resolution passed 6-0.                                                                    RES. NO.  6603 

f) Revising connection charges for water connections of unassessed properties in the city of Albany and 

repealing Resolution No. 6504.   

Action:  Motion to adopt the resolution passed 6-0.                                                                    RES. NO.  6604 

g) Revising connection charges for storm connections of unassessed properties in the city of Albany and 

repealing Resolution No. 6505.   

Action:  Motion to adopt the resolution passed 6-0.                                                                    RES. NO.  6605 

h) Revising special connection charges for a portion of the Columbus Street sanitary sewer list station 

project costs, which are allocated to unassessed properties within the lift station service area, and 

repealing Resolution No. 6507.   

Action:  Motion to adopt the resolution passed 6-0.                                                                    RES. NO.  6606 

i) Revising the improvement assurance charges for the non-oversized portion of future arterial and collector 

streets located within the North Albany area and repealing Resolution No. 6508.   

Action:  Motion to adopt the resolution passed 6-0.                                                                    RES. NO.  6607 

j) Revising Post-Construction Stormwater Quality Program fees and repealing Resolution No. 6509.  

  RES. NO.  6608  

 

3) Setting fees and charges for Development Code provisions and repealing Resolution No. 6516.   

 

Open:  Konopa opened the public hearing at 8:46 p.m. 

 

 There was a signup sheet available for the public (see agenda file). 

 

Planning Manager Bob Richardson said it is the City Council’s practice to adjust planning fees based on the 

April Consumer Price Index (CPI)-W.  The CPI-W is 2.14%, so based on that staff is recommending a 

corresponding increase to planning division fees, as outlined in the agenda packet.  There are also changes to 

the fee schedule, in particular for floodplain permits for land divisions.  Those changes were proposed to 

reflect changes the Council approved last year for the Development Code in terms of review processes for 

smaller subdivision within floodplains.  This brings the fees into alignment with that review. 

 

Kellum noted that the City uses two different indexes for rates: the Seattle ENR and the CPI.  He asked why.  

Blaine said the ENR is infrastructure construction costs, and the CPI is for staff and personnel; so they are 

for two different types of activities.  Hare said that SDCs are regulated by state law, so the City’s goal is cost 

recovery.  The City Council has made decision to not cover the cost of Planning activities, so we subsidize at 

a rate of about 85%, depending on the comparators.  Discussion followed.  
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City Councilor Mike Sykes asked who publishes the CPI.  Richardson said, the federal government.  Sykes 

asked, if the CPI rates drop, do we drop our fees?  Richardson said that would be a question for the Council 

to consider.  Hare said they have been decreased in the past.  Richardson said we have not increased 

planning fees at all since 2014.  Sykes asked if our costs have increased by 2.41%.  Hare said they have 

increased dramatically more than that.  He explained the costs of processing applications, noticing 

requirements, and regulatory changes have all increased.  Presentations to previous City Councils have 

shown how little we recover relative to our costs.  The City Council can increase the tax subsidy for planning 

and development activities, or they can choose to put more of the burden on the people who are doing the 

development.  Konopa recalled that those rates were 89%, so the general tax payers were helping to backfill 

all new construction. 

 

 No one in the audience wished to speak. 

 

Closed:  Konopa closed the public hearing at 8:53 p.m.  

 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to adopt the resolution and Johnson seconded it.  The motion passed 6-0 and 

was designated Resolution No. 6609. 

 

4) Adopting the 2018-2022 Capital Improvement Program.   

 

Open:  Konopa opened the public hearing at 8:53 p.m. 

 

There was a signup sheet available for the public (see agenda file). 

 

Senior Accountant Jeff Babbitt said the CIP meeting was discussed at the April 4, 2017, Work Session, and a 

final draft was made available for public review in May.  There was one comment, which is in the Council’s 

agenda packet.    

 

No one in the audience wished to speak. 

 

 Closed:  Konopa closed the public hearing at 8:54 p.m. 

 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to adopt the resolution and Johnson seconded it.  The motion passed 6-0 and 

was designated Resolution No. 6610. 

 

5) Opportunity to comment on proposed uses of State Revenue Sharing.   

 

a) Declaring the City’s eligibility to receive state revenues.   

 

b) Declaring the City’s election to receive state revenues.   

 

Open:  Konopa opened the public hearing at 8:55 p.m. 

 

There was a signup sheet available for the public (see agenda file). 

 

Finance Director Stewart Taylor said this is the second opportunity for the City Council to receive public 

comments on state revenues.  The first public hearing was at the April 27, 2017, Budget Committee Meeting.  

There are two actions: one to declare eligibility, and the other expressing our election to receive it.   

 

No one in the audience wished to speak. 

 

Closed:  Konopa closed the public hearing at 8:56 p.m. 

 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to adopt the resolution declaring the City’s eligibility to receive state 

revenues; and the resolution declaring the City’s election to receive state revenues.  Kellum seconded the 

motion and it passed 6-0, and was designated Resolution No. 6611 and Resolution No. 6612. 

 

6) Adopting the City of Albany 2017-2018 annual budget.   

 

Open:  Konopa opened the public hearing at 8:55 p.m.  

 

There was a signup sheet available for the public (see agenda file). 

 

Taylor said the Budget Committee reviewed the 2017-2018 annual budget and provided input.  It was 

approved by the Budget Committee on May 11, 2017.  It was put online for public review and is now 

receiving a public hearing. 

 

Konopa noted that there were over ten hours of meetings.  They were televised and are posted to the City’s 

website. 
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No one in the audience wished to speak. 

 

Kopczynski noted that he thinks there should be more money set aside for Equipment Replacement. 

 

Closed:  Konopa closed the public hearing at 8:59 p.m. 

MOTION:  Johnson moved to adopt the 2017-2018 Annual Budget and Kopczynski seconded it.  The motion 

passed 6-0 and was designated Resolution No. 6613. 

 

 Second Reading of Ordinance 

 

1) Amending Section 5.08.025 of the Albany Municipal Code establishing regulations for all medical marijuana 

businesses and facilities in the city of Albany and declaring an emergency.   

 

This ordinance was read for the first time in title only on May 24, 2017. 

 

Kidd read the ordinance for the second time in title only: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 

5.08.025 OF THE ALBANY MUNICPAL CODE ESTABLISHING REGULATIONS FOR ALL MEDICAL 

MARIJUANA BUSINESSES AND FACILITIES IN THE CITY OF ALBANY AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 

MOTION:  Johnson moved to adopt the ordinance and Kopczynski seconded it.    

 

Olsen said that some of his constituents would like to use their properties to grow and process marijuana, and 

if we reject this ordinance, then they might be able to do that.  He encouraged the Council to reject this 

ordinance.  Discussion followed. 

 

VOTE: The motion passed 5-1, with Olsen voting no, and was designated Ordinance No. 5892. 

 

 Adoption of Consent Calendar  

 

1) Approval of Minutes 

a) April 24, 2017, Work Session minutes.   

b) May 8, 2017, Work Session minutes.  

c) May 10, 2017, Regular Session minutes.   

d) May 22, 2017, Work Session minutes.   

2) Annual liquor license renewals.    

3) Approving the Off-Premises, New Outlet Liquor License for WinCo Foods, LLC, dba Winco Foods, located 

at 3100 Pacific Boulevard SE.    

4) Accepting a 10-foot by 23.8-foot easement for public storm drainage for tax lot 10S-03W-34-01600, as part 

of the Somerset Subdivision Development project.   RES. NO.  6614 

5) Accepting a 10-foot by 29.6-foot easement for public storm drainage for tax lot 10S-03W-34-01600, as part 

of the Somerset Subdivision Development project.  RES. NO.  6615 

6) Accepting a 10-foot by 19-foot easement for public storm drainage for tax lot 10S-03W-34-01600, as part of 

the Somerset Subdivision Development project.   RES. NO.  6616 

7) Approving contract award to Roberson’s Albany Ford for City Fleet Vehicle Maintenance.     RES. NO.  6617 

 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to adopt the Consent Calendar as presented.  Kellum seconded the motion and it 

passed 6-0. 

 

 Approval of Agreements 

 

Authorizing contract with PGPV, LLC for the installation, maintenance, and operation of a solar photovoltaic 

energy systems at three Fire Stations.  

 

Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer/Interim Economic Development Director Jorge Salinas said 

the Council gave direction to staff to draft this contract for PGPV, LLC, to provide solar panels for three fire 

stations, Twelve, Thirteen, and Fourteen.  The contract dictates how the panels will be delivered and also 

includes a termination clause, along with other details.  

 

MOTION:  Kellum moved to adopt the agreement and Johnson seconded it.   

 

Sykes said he is confused as to why the company would put solar panels on three fire stations for nothing except 

for the money they get back from the electric company.  He noted that they would be selling us the electricity at 

10% less, and they would get the subsidy.  He is concerned that other companies have not been given this 

opportunity and therefore, he wonders if we are sole sourcing this service.  Salinas said this company approached 

the City and offered this deal.  Kidd said there is no legal issue with this contract.  Discussion followed about the 

contract and the way it evolved. 

 

Hare said that it happens that businesses will offer services to the City at various times, and then we evaluate 

them.  He said that the City was approached by a private business about solar panels a few years ago; it was 
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evaluated, and the City determined that it didn’t pencil out, so we declined.  In this case, it seems to be a good 

deal.  We don’t go out to bid every time we are approached with an offering by a business, because it would be 

too expensive.   

 

Kopczynski asked, if this company goes out of business, what happens to the equipment?  Kidd said the City 

would keep the equipment.  Kopczynski said he doesn’t see that the benefits outweigh the potential risks, so he 

will be voting no on this motion.   

 

Kidd clarified this is just on three City buildings; this company does not have exclusive rights to all City 

buildings.  If another vendor came along and asked to put a solar panel on another City building, we would 

consider it.  

 

VOTE:  The motion passed 4-2, with Kopczynski and Sykes voting no. 

 

 Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) with Linn County for capital improvements at the Expo Center.   

 

Salinas said this IGA is in the Budget and provides Linn County with $100,000 for tourism in the city.  A few 

items were added to the IGA following discussion at the Work Session, specifically item e), which requires that 

Linn County provide the City with a list of capital improvements.  Salinas commented that one of the items on 

the list, horse stalls, could be considered maintenance or a capital project.  Discussion followed about the intent 

of the items.   

 

Kellum thinks Linn County needs to bring a list of items for the Council to pick from. 

 

Konopa doesn’t see anything on the list, on page 118 of the Council agenda packet, that meets the Council’s 

intent of capital improvements that promote tourism.  As an example, Salinas explained that Linn County 

included the horse stalls because they lost one show because the horse stalls were not up to par; and they risk 

losing another horse show.  Linn County will be pursuing grants for horse stalls, but it will not be enough money.   

 

Kopczynski thinks this list includes maintenance items, not capital improvements.  

 

 Staff will ask Linn County to provide a better list, and Salinas and Kidd will work on making changes to the 

IGA. 

 

 Johnson asked if Linn County will be reimbursed after providing the receipts, or if the City will just give them 

the $100,000?  Coburn noted that the IGA doesn’t require that they submit invoices or receipts.  Hare said, this is 

an IGA for upgrading the Expo; if the Council builds into the IGA the level of administration that we use for 

urban renewal loans, then we would be detracting from that purpose.  The accountability Linn County has is that 

if they want to continue to have support from the City of Albany, then they will comply with the IGA.   

 

  This item will come back to a future Work Session. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

Coburn will not be at the next Central Albany Revitalization Area (CARA) Board and Albany Revitalization Agency 

(ARA) meetings.  

 

Olsen noted that the state of Michigan is holding people responsible for manslaughter in the case of the water that was not 

appropriately treated.  He is thankful for Albany’s Public Works staff.   

 

Kopczynski shared news about his trip to Sweden. 

 

Konopa said there have been discussions about the Albany Historical Carousel.  People are concerned about parking, and 

believe the City needs to address it.  Discussion followed.  Hodney will look into the costs of using the trolley for about 

one month.  There is also Transient Lodging Tax funding are already appropriated for the trolley and Hodney will see if 

they have staff resources.  

 

Konopa said the Waverly Duck Launching will be on June 29, 2017, at 12:00 p.m. 

 

Konopa said there are lots of weeds on the arterials and major collectors, mostly in the ODOT right-of-way.  ODOT 

doesn’t have the funds for maintenance.  Our Streets and Parks staff does routine maintenance, but she asked Hodney 

about contracting out for more aggressive weeding.  Hodney said it would cost about $17,000 to weed the ROWs a few 

times through.   

 

Konopa wants to keep the community attractive.  Kellum suggested putting out a request to local business to please pull 

weeds from the curbs in front of their businesses.  Discussion followed about ways to ask the public to help. 

 

Sykes suggested cutting ODOT’s grass and sending them the bill.  Smith noted that the City has done that in some cases 

already.  Discussion followed. 
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This item will come back to future Work Session. 

 

Konopa noted that this is Hare’s last Council meeting.  A Retirement Party is being held for Hare on June 29, 2017.  Hare 

said it has been a pleasure to be the Albany City Manager for the last twelve years.  He thanked City staff and the City 

Council. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  Work Session:  June 26, 2017; and Regular Session:  June 28, 2017 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:44 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Mary A. Dibble, MMC Jorge Salinas  

City Clerk Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


