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CITY OF ALBANY  

CITY COUNCIL 

Council Chambers 

Wednesday, May 10, 2017 

7:15 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 

Konopa led the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

 

ROLL CALL  

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, Ray 

Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes. 

   

Councilors absent: None.   

 

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

 

PROCLAMATIONS 

 

 Public Works Week.   

 

 Konopa read the proclamation as outlined in the agenda packet.   

 

 Konopa appreciates the Public Works staff. 

 

 Kids to Parks Day.   

 

 Konopa read the proclamation as outlined in the agenda packet.   

 

Konopa said the community values the City of Albany’s beautiful parks.  We are fortunate to have the largest amount 

of acreage per population in the state of Oregon. 

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS  

 

 Public Hearing 

 

 Transportation System Development Charge (SDC) methodology and project list modifications.   

 

a) Adopting a methodology for the development of a system charge for the Transportation System and 

repealing Resolution No. 6463.   

 

Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish said there are revised pages are on the dais, to replace page 

20 and pages 33-37 in the agenda packet (see agenda file).  

 

Irish said there are six projects total; three got more funding.  The change from the Work Session to this 

meeting is to leave some funds in the Hill Street project, since it was judged to be slightly more likely 

to happen than the other two.  Irish described the changes.  Discussion followed. 

 

Open:  Konopa opened the public hearing at 7:21 p.m. 

 

There was no one signed up (see agenda file). 

 

No one wished to speak. 

 

Close: Konopa closed the public hearing at 7:21 pm. 

 

MOTION:  Councilor Ray Kopczynski moved to adopt the resolution and Councilor Bill Coburn 

seconded it.  The motion passed 5-1 with Councilor Rich Kellum voting no and was designated 

Resolution No. 6594. 

 

Kellum explained that his “no” vote was not specific to this thing, but for the general idea. 
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b) Revising the project list for the Transportation System Development Charges, reaffirming the base fee 

and the appeal fee, and repealing Resolution No. 6500.   

 

Open:  Konopa opened the public hearing at 7:24 p.m. 

 

There was no one signed up (see agenda file). 

 

No one wished to speak. 

 

Closed:  Konopa closed the public hearing at 7:25 pm. 

 

MOTION:  Kopczynksi moved to adopt the resolution and Coburn seconded it.  The resolution passed 

5-1 with Kellum voting no, and was designated Resolution No. 6595. 

  

 Business from the Public 

 

Ed Hemmingson spoke about the Albany Airport.  He said that 20 years ago, it was put on the National Registry 

of Historic places. He thinks we should preserve history and good things should not be destroyed just for the sake 

of progress. 

 

Hemmingson has been flying since 1957.  Our Airport is the oldest in the state, and is very well placed.  It was 

founded in 1920 by a person who learned to fly at age 12.  The big hangar was built in 1930, and it is a historic 

building with lattice-work trusses.  He described the construction.  It is a one of a kind and even withstood the 

Columbus Day Storm.   

 

Hemmingson wrote a book and presented Konopa with a copy.  There is also a copy at the Albany Library and the 

Albany Regional Museum.  He said he is the author, but he had a lot of help writing the book and described the 

contributors.  Hemmingson described why Albany’s Airport is in an ideal location.  Most airports are eaten up by 

growth, but Albany’s is large enough to last.  When Salem and Corvallis airports were under water recently, 

Albany’s was open.  It has also been used for forest fighters.  

 

Hemmingson said that the Airport will be 100 years old in 2020, and the City of Albany should establish that as a 

notable day and have a celebration.  The pilot’s community will do all they can to help.   

 

Hemmingson said people can contact him to get a copy of the book.   

 

Ray Hilts, 2748 Foxglove Loop SE, said that at the Work Session the Council learned that the state is looking at 

six cents per gallon, but he doesn’t know if it includes revenue for the City or not.  Hilts said that the point was 

brought up at the Work Session about hybrids cars, and maybe charging more for their registration.  They may 

have to go to the second option.  Whatever is decided, Hilts will promote whatever the City decides.  He thanked 

the Council for listening to him about the fuel tax. 

 

 Second Reading of Ordinance 

 

CP-01-17, Comprehensive Plan Map and Zoning Map amendments for property located south of 

2660 Marion Street SE and north of 2840 Marion Street SE.   

  

 This ordinance was read for the first time in title only at the April 26, 2017, Regular Session.   

 

City Attorney Sean Kidd read the ordinance for a second time in title only: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

ORDINANCE NO. 4447, WHICH ADOPTED THE CITY OF ALBANY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MAP 

AND AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4441, WHICH ADOPTED THE CITY OF ALBANY ZONING MAP, 

BY AMENDING THE ALBANY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MAP AND THE ALBANY ZONING MAP 

AND ADOPTING FINDINGS FOR AN UNADDRESSED PARCEL; LINN COUNTY ASSESSOR’S MAP 

NO. 11S-03W-18BD TAX LOT 400. 

 

MOTION:  Coburn moved to adopt the ordinance and Kopczynski seconded it.   

 

Councilor Dick Olsen said he will be voting no.  He said he knows the question isn’t to punch through a street 

that would roughly correspond to 28
th
 Street, but he thinks the City makes a mistake when we don’t require the 

developers to do that or instruct the Planners to do that.  He is concerned about the connectivity. 

 

Kellum said if the street connects to Ferry Street, then the heavy truck traffic on Marion Street would make the 

corner of Ferry Street and Queen Avenue even more problematic.  He is opposed. 

 

Konopa is concerned that one of the drawings showed Ferry Street connecting to Lyons Street.  She thinks it 

should be a straight cross street connection and there needs to be some traffic calming devices. 

 

Coburn clarified that this action just changes the property, but no proposed developments have been submitted 

yet.  Staff said that is correct.  Discussion followed about the zoning. 
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Sykes asked, if this plan doesn’t go forward, is there another option?  Konopa said that the City used to require a 

site plan approval along with a zone change.  It was nice, because we could impose conditions that would help 

street connectivity.  But, technically, just a zone change can be submitted. 

 

City Manager Wes Hare said that nothing in the proposed ordinance changes the process or the control the City 

would ultimately have on the development.  All the Council is doing, in response to the owner’s request, is 

allowing for residential development on what is now an industrially zoned piece of property.  All of those other 

issues will have to be decided at a later date.  Olsen said, but we learned that this is the last chance to comment.  

Discussion followed about under what circumstances the Council would be able to comment in the future. 

 

Planner III Melissa Anderson explained the land use process.  If the zone was residential and the same type of 

development was proposed, it would go to the Planning Commission if it were 20 or more lots.  If it were 19 or 

fewer lots, it would be a staff decision.  The standards we use relate to block length, street and pedestrian 

connections, site plan review, and design standards.  The Albany Development Code (ADC), depending on the 

type of development, dictates a variety of development standards we have to adhere to.  The standards are 

adopted by the City Council. 

 

Kopczynski asked, since a cul-de-sac is another option that could be used, wouldn’t using the punch through 

actually instead give better access to emergency vehicles?  Discussion followed. 

 

Hare said that if under current ADC, if someone came in with a proposal, the Council would never see it.  You 

have a chance to comment on the zone change, but you are not deciding in any way if there should be 

connectivity.  The other piece to keep in mind is, from staff’s perspective, that the Council has stressed that they 

want to make the ADC more developer friendly, and to consider the desires of owners to develop their own 

property.  This is an opportunity to do that without changing or jeopardizing the Council’s control over that part 

of the City.  If this were approved, you would just be allowing residences instead of Light Industrial (LI) uses on 

one portion of the property. 

 

Olsen said this is the last chance to comment and he wants to make sure he that he does.  Discussion followed.  

Coburn disagrees with Olsen and said this is not the place for debate about connectivity. 

 

Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish said that staff didn’t look at connectivity on the property because since 

it is a zone change, it is not the right time.  Regardless of which path a land use application takes – staff or 

Planning Commission - the Council has the ability to call up any decision during the appeal period.  In this 

particular case, if you leave the zone designations exactly as they are, it is an undevelopable piece of property 

burdened with easements.  As is, you won’t get it to fully develop and therefore, no connectivity will be possible.  

If the zone is changed to residential, then there is at least a chance it will be developed and there can be 

connectivity. 

 

VOTE: The motion passed 4-2 with Kellum and Olsen voting no and was designated Ordinance No. 5890. 

  

 First Reading of Ordinance 

 

Amending the effective date of Ordinance No. 5870, which vacated a portion of the First Avenue right-of-way in 

Albany, Oregon, and declaring an emergency.  

 

Konopa noted that this ordinance just changes the effective date of a previous ordinance. 

 

Kidd read for the first time in title only: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF 

ORDINANCE NO. 5870, WHICH VACATEDA  PORTION OF THE FRIST AVENUE RIGHT-OF-WAY, IN 

ALBANY, OREGON; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to read the ordinance for a second time in title only and Olsen seconded it.  The 

motion passed 6-0. 

 

Kidd read the ordinance for the second time in title only. 

 

MOTION:  Johnson moved to adopt the ordinance and Kopczynski second it.  The motion passed 6-0 and was 

designated Ordinance No. 5891. 

 

 Adoption of Consent Calendar  

 

1. Approval of Minutes 

a) February 8, 2017, TLT Ad Hoc Advisory Committee minutes.   

b) February 22, 2017, TLT Ad Hoc Advisory Committee minutes.   

c) March 20, 2017, Work Session minutes.   

d) March 22, 2017, Regular Session minutes.   

e) April 3, 2017, Special Session minutes.   

f) April 10, 2017, Work Session minutes.   

2. Annual liquor license renewals.   



Albany City Council Regular Session 

May 10, 2017 

 

 4 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented.  Kellum seconded the motion and 

it passed 6-0. 

 

 Award of Bid 

 

1) ST-15-03-B, Central Albany Revitalization Agency (CARA) Street Improvements Phase 2.   

 

Coburn recused himself for a conflict of interest.  

 

Engineering Associate I Lori Schumacher said that three bids were received, from $7 million to $9 million.  

Emery & Sons was the low bidder.  This is a complex project, funded by several sources, as outlined in the 

staff memo.  The memo also identifies the way overages will be handled. 

 

Konopa is pleased to see that this came in under budget.  She thanked staff for their work on this project. 

 

MOTION:  Kopczynksi moved to award the bid to Emery & Sons Construction Group in the amount of 

$7,988,501, and Kellum seconded it.  The motion passed 5-0 with Coburn recusing himself. 

 

City Engineer Staci Belcastro said that the City received good news related to ODOT.  One schedule, the 

American with Disabilities Act (ADA), called for ODOT to pay $440,000; they will be giving an additional 

$260,000 for a total of $700,000. When added to the overlay, that is over $1 million coming from ODOT.  

There are 123 ramps on Ellsworth Street and Lyons Street that don’t meet ADA standards, so when this is 

done, that corridor will be in compliance.  

 

Belcastro said the CARA Streetscape Project Open House event will be on May 18, 2017, from 4:00 p.m. to 

7:00 p.m.  City staff and Emery & Sons Construction Group will be on hand to answer questions.  The event 

is being advertised using social media and the project tab on the City’s website.  The City will also mail a 

newsletter for outreach since not all citizens use social media.  Construction will no doubt be messy, but they 

will try to minimize the disruption as much as possible.  

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

The Council discussed attendance of the Budget Committee meetings. 

 

Eclipse 

 

Johnson is concerned about the eclipse event in August 2017.  Hare said there has been a series of meetings involving a 

robust group of people with those same concerns. After next meeting, on June 13, 2017, staff will provide a report to the 

Council. 

 

Kellum commented on how citizens can pre-order eclipse glasses.  Discussion followed about motels canceling rooms that 

were already booked and reselling them for a higher price.   

 

Kopczynski recommended a science fiction book by Isaac Asimov, a classic short-story called The Night The Stars Came 

Out.   

 

Kopczynski shared that at a Kiwanis meeting, the Albany Fire Department (AFD) EMTs discussed their programs.  There 

is an app available, called PulsePoint, that shows in real time all the calls that come through AFD.  Konopa said it is on 

the City of Albany website.  Discussion followed about standards and thresholds of care at elder care facilities and how 

that impacts calls to service and Medicaid reimbursements. 

 

Hare noted that he has two City Council meetings left before he retires.  He has instructed staff that when there is a 

division of opinion on the Council, and staff is concerned about how to not offend the Councilors, that Hare has advised 

that they should say what they know to be true.  Hare told staff that they should be as honest as they can be, so the City 

Council can get the full value from their staff.  If the City Council does not like a recommendation that comes from staff, 

then they should take it up with the City Manager.  Hare said, it is a benefit to all when staff feels free to be honest with 

the Council.  People can agree to disagree and do it with respect. 

 

Konopa will be giving the new City Manager, Peter Troedsson, a tour of Albany.  Troedsson will be starting in June.  

 

Belcastro noted that the City has been the low bidder on several bids, which reflects a quick turn in the market. When we 

estimate and determine what the budget is for a project, we don’t get quotes; we use recent estimates.  So when there is a 

quick turnaround, we don’t have time to respond and adjust our budget. We have been over budget on a few as well.  

Belcastro said she did reach out to contractors to make sure it was not a reflection of contractors not wanting to work in 

Albany, and she learned that they have lots of work right now.  Staff is trying to be more flexible in timeframes, by 

allowing larger windows, in order to bring in more responders for more competition.  Contractors do seem to respond to 

penalties and incentives based on timelines.  Belcastro said the Council will see some completion dates being pushed to 

2018 in order to accommodate this and to avoid high prices. 

 

Staff said the Big Pickup is scheduled for Saturday, May 20, 2017.   

http://honeycrisp.coa.cityofalbany.net:81/phonebook/phonebook.php?mode=d&show=Public%2520Works%2520-%2520Engineering&submit=&filter=reg
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NEXT MEETING DATE:  Work Session, Monday, May 22, 2017; and Regular Session, Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m.  

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Mary Dibble Wes Hare 

City Clerk City Manager  

 


