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CITY OF ALBANY  

CITY COUNCIL 

Council Chambers 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

7:15 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 

Konopa led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

 

ROLL CALL  

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, Ray 

Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes. 

 

Councilors absent: None. 

 

PROCLAMATIONS 

 

Global Love Day.   

 

Konopa read the proclamation as outlined in the agenda packet. 

 

Konopa said Global Love Day has been recognized for many years. 

 

Historic Preservation Month.   

 

Konopa read the proclamation as outlined in the agenda packet.  

 

Planning Manager Bob Richardson thanked the owners of historic properties.  Their investments of time and energy 

make Albany’s historic resources what they are.  He called attention to the calendar of events for the month, on pages 

4 through 6 of the agenda packet.  Konopa said the Albany Visitors Association web site also has a list of activities. 

 

Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month.   

 

Konopa read the proclamation.  She said this proclamation is always a good reminder to watch for motorcycles.  

More motorcycle riders will be on the roads when the rains stop. 

 

Older Americans Month.   

 

Konopa read the proclamation as outlined in the agenda packet. 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

 

Javier Cervantes, Chair of the Human Relations Commission (HRC), said that each year the group recognizes 

individuals who have done a lot of work on issues of human relations in Albany.  This year the HRC is also 

recognizing a business.  The HRC was established in 2007.  It strives for actions that lead to positive and respectful 

relations.  One way to do this is by sponsoring awards, as the HRC has done since 2012. 

 

Alice Brockgreitens spoke in praise of the organizers and creators behind events.  She said Keith Kolkow of 

Community Services Consortium works to make our community better in too many ways to enumerate.  She 

presented Kolkow with a plaque. 

 

Cervantes presented a plaque to Dania Samudio of the Hispanic Advisory Committee.  She began work on the La 

Fiesta annual event in 1998. 

 

Denise Hughes-Tafen gave the award to Ochoa’s Queseria.  The business started in the Ochoas’ home.  They are 

located on First Avenue and have grown to serve the whole Northwest region. 

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

 

Public Hearings 

 

Adopting the 2017-2018 Community Development Block (CDBG) Grant Action Plan. 

 

Open: Konopa opened the public hearing at 7:34 p.m. 
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Staff Report 

 

Planner III Anne Catlin gave an overview of CDBG plan and the 2017-2018 proposals.  CDBG is a formula grant 

from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  Recipients are required to produce an action 

plan every year.  HUD also requires opportunities for citizen participation.  Tonight is such an opportunity.  

Catlin showed a PowerPoint presentation (see agenda file).  One objective for 2017- 2018 is to improve existing 

affordable housing.  This year will include a housing rehabilitation program with new partners, and homebuyer 

assistance for low-income residents.  Another objective is to reduce and prevent homelessness.  CDBG funds are 

helping to support the Jackson Street House and an employment service for Helping Hands shelter residents.  

CDBG money also goes to Family Tree relief nursery, and for food boxes and meals at Signs of Victory’s new 

shelter.  A new idea for this year is to acquire some of the City’s most blighted properties to improve unlivable 

locations. 

 

Catlin said CDBG funds mostly help the poorest of the City’s residents, more than 500 to date.  The program has 

helped 90 residents enroll at Linn Benton Community College (LBCC), and given small grants to six businesses, 

creating more than 25 jobs.  She recommends approval of the action plan. 

 

Councilor Ray Kopczynski asked if Catlin has any idea how federal funding for the CDBG program will change.  

Catlin said no.  The Trump administration is threatening to eliminate CDBG funding.  Her guess is that funding 

will be reduced.  Councilor Bill Coburn said he thinks the smart approach is to proceed as if we expect full 

funding.  If funding is cut, and Albany is ready to accept money, we are more likely to receive what funding there 

is. 

 

Catlin read parts of letters from the Albany Partnership and the Family Tree Relief Nursery (see agenda file). 

 

Public Testimony 

 

Robert Tamayo, 118 7th Avenue SW, Albany, said he received a CDBG grant in 2015.  Since then he has 

doubled the amount of his business and has three times as many employees. 

 

Clifford Sizemore, 434 Baker Street, Albany, started a bedbug remediation service.  His grant will help him grow 

the business and hire more employees.  The grant has changed his life. 

 

Jason Cripe, 3141 North Shore Drive SE, Albany, said he is one of Rob Tamayo’s employees.  He was living at 

Oxford House when Tamayo asked him to work for him.  Cripe uses Tamayo as a model.  Tamayo has told him 

about the grant program at LBCC and he wants to be a part of it.  Konopa wished him the best of luck. 

 

Chad Yock, 325 SW Ferry Street, is also part of Tamayo’s group.  His employment has allowed him to move 

from Oxford House to his own place. 

 

Mike Davis, 41682 Beaver Lane, Lacomb, said he owns several houses in the downtown area, all of which are 

Oxford Houses.  A few of those present have started an organization called Extravagant Promises, which 

provides seed money, mentoring, and coaching to help people pay for their construction tests, start classes at 

LBCC, and write a business plan to submit for CDBG grants.  Three of tonight’s speakers have come through 

this program.  They all come from challenging backgrounds and are now law-abiding taxpayers who employ 

other people.  Davis is also on the board of Helping Hands.  They have received a grant for an employment 

service specialist.  Catlin makes all of this easy to do.  He has not witnessed any waste of money throughout the 

process, and very little goes to administrative expenses.  Using local resources to hit a home run like this is great. 

 

Konopa said Oxford House residents help with the City’s Big Pickup, and Davis takes good care of the houses. 

 

Brigetta Olson, 257 SW Madison Street, Corvallis, said that she represents Willamette Neighborhood Housing 

Services (WNHS).  CDGB grants are critical to their work.  They have been helping low-income, first-time 

homebuyers in Albany for 14 years.  They hope to be able to use some CDBG money in the next grant cycle to 

provide down-payment assistance, and to do rehabilitation.  WNHS has offered rehabilitation programs in ten 

different municipalities for years, and they are excited about starting a partnership with Albany.  WNHS will 

hold a 25th anniversary event Thursday at LBCC. 

 

George Matland, 640 Main Street SE, Albany, said he has never received a block grant, but agrees that Catlin 

makes it extremely easy to go through the process.  He has applied for a grant for food for the new Signs of 

Victory shelter.  He appreciates the program. 

 

Gale Meehan, 640 Main Street SE, said she is in favor of the grants.  They are moving the Signs of Victory 

shelter with help from the City.  The new shelter will be able to house about 114 people.  The grant will help 

them stock the new kitchen and feed occupants.  Demolition started today, and they hope to move July 1. 

 

Joel Dahl, 602 SE Jefferson Street, Albany, said he received a block grant about a year ago and started a 

construction company.  He heard about the program while he was living at Oxford House.  Catlin made it 

impossible not to get the grant.  He went to class at LBCC to develop a business plan so he could receive a grant.  

His goal is to employ other people like him.  He started with two employees and is now up to six.  They are all 
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now giving back to the community rather than taking from the community.  He started with a truck and trailer 

bought with grant money.  Now he has box trucks, dump trailers, and painting vans, and the business is really 

picking up.  He’s grateful for the program.  When he started, none of his employees had a driver’s license.  He’s 

been able to help all of his employees get their licenses.  Now they’re the teachers of a new wave of hires.  

Konopa said she’s amazed at how fast he was able to get up and running.  The Council is grateful to him for 

helping others. 

 

Coburn asked what else Dahl’s company does.  Dahl said they started as a painting crew, but he didn’t want to do 

painting when other repairs were needed first.  He apprenticed with Pride Construction for a year to learn to do 

those other repairs.  Now he has a carpentry division and is trying to start a roofing division.  The more things 

they can do, the more jobs they can give people.  He pays all of his employees more than he pays himself.  

Konopa said she’s seen his projects on Facebook and he does a great job. 

 

Cody Duckett, 124 7th Avenue SW, Albany, said he is in favor of the CDBG program.  Without it, he wouldn’t 

have had the opportunity to work for Dahl.  Dahl’s job provides for him and his kids and he’s been able to learn a 

lot. 

 

Kimberly Kelly and Joanna Rosinska, 1009 Belmont Avenue, Albany, said their company wouldn’t exist without 

the CDBG program.  Kelly said they are working with the RAIN accelerator at Oregon State University (OSU).  

Eventually, they would like to produce their product in-house, which would mean hiring additional people and 

equipment.  They are planning to expand and are now doing events regionally.  Kelly and Rosinska showed the 

belts they make.  They make the belts for bike rides, for races, and now one for this year’s Pole, Pedal, Paddle 

event.  Next year they will have a belt for Ski to Sea in Bellingham, Washington.  Rosinska said they had one 

customer when they applied for the grant last year.  Now they have six or seven customers.  She thanked the 

town for the opportunity, and praised Catlin’s skill and knowledge. 

 

Konopa asked if anyone else wished to speak about the CDBG Action Plan.  No one did.   

 

Carl McClary, 630 SW 3rd Avenue, Albany, said he is legally blind and disabled and he has had a lot of 

problems crossing Albany streets.  He said he has been trapped twice in the middle of the intersection by the 

courthouse on Ellsworth Street and another time by the church.  He gave up using his white cane because no one 

will stop for him when he uses it.  Konopa said the City can look at accessibility as part of the Action Plan.  She 

asked if he has applied for a service dog.  McClary said he has to have five years with the cane before he can get 

a dog.  He’s already been hit once.  He asked that the police not bother him anymore.  Konopa offered to meet 

with him to talk about options.  McClary said he wants to meet with the Police Chief because the only way 

people get the message is by getting tickets.  Konopa asked him to leave his telephone number so she can arrange 

to meet with him. 

 

Close: Konopa closed the public hearing at 8:16 p.m. 

 

Coburn moved to adopt the resolution and Councilor Bessie Johnson seconded the motion.  The motion passed    

6-0 and was designated Resolution No. 6590. 

 

Sale of surplus property near the intersection of Timber Ridge Street and Somerset Drive. 

 

Open: Konopa opened the public hearing at 8:18 p.m. 

 

Mark Grenz of Multitech Engineering, 1155 13th Street SE, Salem, spoke representing Myles Breadner.  He said 

he appreciates the energy of Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director Jeff Blaine, City 

Attorney Sean Kidd, and Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish.  Breadner recognized that there were 

infrastructure concerns with the development at Somerset Drive.  Staff worked hard with Multitech to solve the 

concerns.  This project will help to provide an alternate traffic route to Knox Butte Road. 

 

Myles Breadner, 123 NW 7th Street, Corvallis, said he seconded what Grenz said.  He’s worked in Albany for a 

long time and chose to focus his business here.  He has a long history with City staff working on some difficult 

projects.  Development is a business of cooperation.  He likes being a part of the community.  This project is 

probably the last subdivision he’ll do in Albany.  He has tried to work with neighborhood concerns about ingress 

and egress, sewer costs, a park site, etc.  His goal is to get everyone’s needs met, and hopes this project will work 

out well.  He appreciates working with City staff. 

 

Bill Root, 2634 NW Valley View, Albany, said Breadner asked him to be a character witness.  He wouldn’t do 

that for many developers.  He’s not anti-growth, but we need to spread it out.  He worked with Breadner on the 

North Albany Heights development, and thinks Breadner is trustworthy and a good developer who has the public 

in mind, not just the bottom line. 

 

Karen Cardosa, 4656 Santa Maria Avenue, Albany, has been in real estate for ten years.  Her neighbors say Santa 

Maria Avenue will be opened up for egress for the new homes.  They were blindsided by it.  She and her husband 

moved there for two reasons: the street is quiet, almost like a cul-de-sac, and they are on a well.  Now the street 

will be opened, and they will have to go on City water.  They are very disappointed.  She hopes the project will 

take long enough to give them some time to decide what to do. 
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Councilor Rich Kellum said the Cardosas will not have to hook up to City water.  Konopa agreed.  Cardosa asked 

if they would have to pay frontage fees.  Konopa said only if they hook up, but not until then.  Konopa said being 

on a well can be a hindrance when reselling, if a buyer wants to have City water. 

 

Close: Konopa closed the public hearing at 8:32 p.m. 

 

Blaine explained that the improvements in connection with the development planned by Breadner don’t include 

the eastern part of Santa Maria Avenue.  Those improvements are planned in the future, but are separate from this 

land sale.  

 

MOTION:  Kellum moved to approve the sale of property described in the staff report.  Sykes seconded the 

motion, and it passed 6-0. 

 

Comprehensive Plan Map and Zoning Map amendments for property located south of 2660 Marion Street SE and 

north of 2840 Marion Street SE. 

 

Open: Konopa called to order a quasi-judicial public hearing at 8:34 p.m. 

 

No Councilors declared conflicts of interest or ex parte contact.  Councilor Dick Olsen said he had driven past the 

site.  Konopa said she drives by it frequently.  No Councilors wished to abstain, and there were no challenges to 

any Council member. 

 

Konopa read the rules of testimony. 

 

Staff Report 

 

Planner II Melissa Anderson gave the staff report, including a PowerPoint presentation (see agenda file).  She 

said the Planning Division gave notice of the hearing to all property owners within 300 feet of the property.  The 

Planning Commission heard the case March 2, 2017, and recommended approval, but the City Council is the 

final decision maker.  She described the property and surrounding uses. 

 

Anderson said the proposal is to change the Comprehensive Plan designation of part of the property from Light 

Industrial to Medium-Density Residential, and the zoning from Industrial Park to Residential Single-Family, so 

the whole lot would be residential.  The change would be consistent with zoning of surrounding properties.  The 

Economic Opportunity Analysis shows a surplus of small industrial sites in Albany.  There would be some 

difficulty developing the property as industrial because of the multiple land owners surrounding the property, and 

because utilities run through the property, with associated easements.  This proposal doesn’t include exact plans 

for Lyon Street.  That would only happen in the future. 

 

Anderson said the proposal meets all applicable criteria. 

 

Kellum said putting residential zoning next to industrial worries him.  The risk is that people who build houses 

will object to noise from the industrial property.  He asked if the owners of the industrial properties to the north 

and south had any comments.  Anderson said the owner of the property across Ferry Street wanted to make sure 

they could still operate their industrial use.  They were concerned about the Lyon Street extension. 

 

Konopa reminded the Council that the proposal is not a site plan review, so street options are not part of tonight’s 

decisions. 

 

The Council discussed connectivity and traffic in this part of town. 

 

Rich Catlin, of Reece and Associates, 321 1st Avenue East, said Anderson had done a good job of outlining the 

issues.  The Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval.  The purpose of this rezoning and 

Comprehensive Plan amendment is to solve problems the owners have had for a long time in trying to find a 

buyer for the Industrial-zoned part of the property.  It has attracted developers, but there are hurdles to 

development.  Two trunk lines run through the property with large easements.  Several people interested in 

buying the property have said they want Lyon Street finished first.  There is little developable land on the 

industrial-zoned part of the site, so it is cost-prohibitive for a small industrial business.  Catlin said he put 

together the Lyon Street design concepts just to illustrate the difficulty of developing the site. 

 

No one else wished to testify. 

 

Close:  Konopa closed the public hearing at 9:10 p.m. 

 

City Attorney Sean Kidd read the ordinance for the first time in title only: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

ORDINANCE NO. 4447, WHICH ADOPTED THE CITY OF ALBANY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MAP 

AND AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4441, WHICH ADOPTED THE CITY OF ALBANY ZONING MAP, 

BY AMENDING THE ALBANY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MAP AND THE ALBANY ZONING MAP 

AND ADOPTING FINDINGS FOR AN UNADDRESSED PARCEL; LINN COUNTY ASSESSOR’S MAP 

NO. 11S-03W-18BD TAX LOT 400. 
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MOTION:  Coburn moved to read the Ordinance for the second time in title only.  Kellum said he would vote 

against it.  The vote to read the ordinance a second time in title only failed 5-1, with Kellum voting no.  The 

ordinance will come back to a future meeting for a second reading. 

 

The Council discussed the easements on the property and connectivity and traffic in the area. 

 

Blaine said approval or denial of the zone change will not affect the connectivity issue, and the issue cannot be 

prevented by denying the zone change. 

 

Johnson said the property owner knows about the easements and restrictions.  She asked if there is something 

they can do to develop the property if the Council changes the zoning.  Konopa said there is a preliminary site 

plan in the agenda packet showing some potential layouts for the lot. 

 

Konopa said the ordinance will come back to the next Council meeting for a second reading. 

 

Business from the public. 

 

Shane Lemco said he wished to speak.  Konopa said the Council will not revisit the decision made at the April 12, 

2017, Council meeting, regarding the City’s denial of a permit to hold a hemp festival in Monteith Riverpark.  Lemco 

asked which Councilors were not present at that meeting.  Coburn and Johnson were not present, but they had both 

watched the video of the meeting.  Konopa said only a Councilor who voted in support can vote to revisit an issue.  

This is to keep issues that have been decided on from being continually brought up again. 

 

Lemco said he wished to appeal the decision on the First Amendment basis that the Council voted without seeing any 

evidence.  Kidd said that when he appealed at the last meeting, he had to present evidence related to the topic.  The 

Council heard his evidence and made a decision.  The Council can’t hear it again unless one of the Councilors who 

had been in favor of the motion chooses to bring it up again for consideration. 

 

There was no motion to re-open the hearing.  Konopa said the Council had made its decision, and the issue was 

ended. 

 

RECESS:  Konopa called a recess at 9:30 p.m.  

 

RECONVENE:  Konopa reconvened the meeting at 9:38 p.m.   

 

Konopa moved “Business from the public” to the end of the agenda so that the Regular Session agenda items could 

be addressed. 

 

Adoption of Resolutions 

 

1)  Accepting the proposal of Barker-Uerlings Insurance, Inc. and authorizing the Finance Director to enter into a 

professional services contract for Insurance Agent of Record Services. 

 

 Kopczynski moved to adopt the resolution and Kellum seconded it.  The motion passed 6-0 and was designated 

Resolution No. 6591. 

 

 2)  Designating the Swanson Park-Train Station Path as a city park. 

 

 Johnson moved to adopt the resolution and Kopczynski seconded it.  The motion passed 6-0 and was designated 

Resolution No. 6592. 

 

Adoption of Consent Calendar  

 

1) Approval of Minutes 

a) March 6, 2017, Work Session minutes 

b) March 8, 2017, Regular Session minutes 

c) March 24, 2017, Work Session minutes 

 

Kopczynski moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented.  Kellum seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 

 

Award of bid, SS-17-08, Skyline Terrace Sewer Area Extension 

 

Blaine introduced the resolution.  Coburn asked if Public Works was able to contact all of the property owners 

involved.  Blaine said yes; three of the property owners will connect immediately and two others will follow. 

 

Kopczynski said it’s good to see the bid come in under the estimate. 

 

MOTION:  Coburn moved to approve the award of the bid in the amount of $193,150.00 to Emery & Sons 

Construction Group.  Kopczynski seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 
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Transient Lodging Tax (TLT) policy and resolution (items walked in by staff). 

 

Assistant City Manager/CIO Jorge Salinas passed out copies of the policy and resolution (see agenda file). 

 

MOTION: Kellum moved to approve the resolution.  Coburn seconded the motion. 

 

Coburn said one thing not explained in the policy is the procedure for appointing members.  He suggests the same 

procedure used for other committees.  He proposed that Executive Assistant to the City Manager Laura Hyde 

advertise the openings and get applicants.  The Council members could select their existing appointed member or 

someone new.  Johnson said she’s concerned about continuity with all new members.  Kopczynski said it likely that 

at least some of the existing members would be reappointed. 

 

Konopa said there is a motion to approve the resolution, with consensus about advertising.  She called for a vote. 

 

VOTE: The motion passed 5-1, with Olsen voting against.  The resolution was designated Resolution No. 6593. 

 

MOTION:  Kellum moved to approve the policy.  Councilor Mike Sykes seconded the motion, which passed 5-1, 

with Olsen voting no. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

Kellum said the traffic signal at Hill Street and Pacific Boulevard is not working correctly again.  Coburn said he sent 

the information to ODOT, who said they would take care of it.  He will email them again. 

 

City Manager Wes Hare said Peter Troedsson has agreed to be the new City Manager.  He will arrive June 26, 2017. 

 

Blaine said Public Works will be bringing the Transportation SDC-funded list update to the Council at the first 

meeting in May. 

 

Konopa reminded the Council of the Budget Committee meeting on April 27, 2017. 

 

There was no further business from the public. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  Work Session:  Monday, May 8, 2017; and Regular Session:  Wednesday, May 10, 2017 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:54 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Allison Liesse Stewart Taylor 

Accounting Specialist Finance Director 


