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CITY OF ALBANY  

CITY COUNCIL 

Council Chambers 

Wednesday, April 12, 2017 

7:15 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 

Konopa led the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

 

ROLL CALL  

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike 

Sykes. 

   

Councilors absent: Councilors Bill Coburn and Bessie Johnson were excused. 

 

Proclamation: Mental Health Month. 

 

Konopa read the proclamation as outlined in the agenda packet.   

 

Konopa said the demand for mental health services is rising.  The City partners with Albany Partnership Housing on 

a house for the homeless managed by Linn County Mental Health.  It’s a successful program, and there is need for 

more of that type of housing that is affordable. 

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

Business from the Public 
 

 Approving a resolution to resist and overcome increased military spending. 

 

Sharon Geisler, 728 SW 10th Ave, Albany, presented a resolution from Albany Peace Seekers.  She said Peace 

Seekers has been around for 20 years, and many people before that were working on the idea that peace is 

possible.  The Peace Seekers feel they are now compelled to make a statement. 

 

Nancy Greenman, 1027 12th Ave SW, read the statement submitted for the agenda.  She said the City Council is 

a community voice, and asked the Council to consider the resolution. 

 

Councilor Rich Kellum said he objects to having a resolution submitted before the Council asks for one.  He also 

said the two absent Councilors may want to be part of the discussion.  Konopa said the Council has received 

resolutions this way before.   

 

Councilor Dick Olsen asked if it was fair to blame President Trump for military spending.  He suggested calling 

out the Republican Budget Committee instead, but in general, he’s in favor of approving the resolution.  If it 

needs to come from the Council, he will bring it forward.  He thanked the Peace Seekers for bringing the 

resolution. 

 

The Council agreed to consider the resolution at a work session when all members are present. 

 

Appeal of Parks & Recreation Director’s denial of a park reservation request from Shane Lemco, pursuant to Albany 

Municipal Code Section 7.28.260. 

 

Shane Lemco, who refused to give an address, protested the City’s denial of a permit to hold a hemp-friendly 

festival in Monteith Riverpark.  The denial was based on Police Department concerns following an event for 

which Lemco was the applicant in 2016.  Lemco spoke extensively about his rights under the Constitution and 

said he was denied due process.  

 

MOTION: Kellum moved to uphold the denial of the park reservation request.  Councilor Ray Kopczynski 

seconded the motion, which passed 4-0. 

 

First Reading of Ordinance 

 

The first reading of an ordinance amending Section 5.08.025 of the Albany Municipal Code establishing 

regulations for all medical marijuana businesses and facilities was postponed to a future meeting, date to be 

determined. 
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Adoption of Resolution 

 

Parks Director Ed Hodney said the Parks & Recreation Department intends to apply for a grant to replace the 

dock at Takena Landing.  The grant is being offered by the Oregon State Marine Board.  Parks & Recreation has 

received grants from this program in the past.  The City’s 25 percent match will come from in-kind services, so 

there will be little, if any, cash outlay. 

 

MOTION:  Kellum moved to adopt the resolution.  Kopczynski seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4-0, 

and the resolution was designated Resolution No. 6587. 

 

Adoption of Consent Calendar 

 

1) Approval of Minutes 

a) February 6, 2017, Work Session minutes. 

b) February 8, 2017, Regular Session minutes. 

c) February 22, 2017, Regular Session minutes. 

2) Accepting the Willamette Criminal Justice Council DUII Victim Impact Panel Grant. ............... RES. NO.  6588 

3) Accepting the Oregon-Idaho High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) Program Grant. RES. NO.  6589 

 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to adopt the Consent Calendar as presented.  Councilor Mike Sykes seconded the 

motion, which passed 4-0. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

Solar Eclipse 

 

Olsen asked if it would be possible to turn off the City’s streetlights for the solar eclipse on August 21, 2017.  City 

Manager Wes Hare said the lights are on photoelectric cells, so that might be hard to do.  Konopa said the Cascades 

West Council of Governments (COG) will be meeting to make sure public services are in place for the eclipse.  The 

amphitheater at Timber-Linn Park can seat 25,000 people, but the Parks & Recreation Department can’t take on the 

event.  She would like to see an organization take this on.  The COG is meeting Monday with stakeholders.  There 

was discussion about possibilities related to the eclipse. 

 

Other Items 

 

Public Information Officer Marilyn Smith said this year’s Big Pickup on May 20, 2017, will be in a neighborhood 

due south of the existing Police Department building.  She described some of the projects to be done.   

 

City Attorney Sean Kidd explained to the Council that Lemco had applied for a permit for an event at Monteith 

Riverpark.  He had such an event in 2016, but the permit was denied for 2017 on the basis of the increased workload 

to the Police Department in responding to behavior at the 2016 festival.  Based on his testimony to the Council, 

Lemco apparently thought he was here for a trial, but he was confused about the process.  As an example, Kidd 

explained, when you apply for a fishing license you don’t have a trial in order to get the license.  Tonight Lemco 

should have presented evidence for why he should be allowed to hold the event.  If he had been on trial tonight for 

“being a riot-starter,” as he eluded to, the burden of proof would have been on the City. 

 

Business From the Public, continued 

 

Don Martin, 34545 Highway 99E, Tangent, said he missed the chance to speak under Business from the Public.  He 

wished to go on record as objecting to the stormwater utility. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  Work Session:  Monday, April 24, 2017; and Regular Session:  Wednesday, April 26, 

2017 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Allison Liesse Wes Hare 

Accounting Specialist City Manager 

 


