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Notice of Tentative Decision 
Historic Review of Exterior Alteration 

New Wood Railings 

HI-19-18  October 25, 2018 

Proposal: Historic Review of Exterior Alterations to remove metal stair railings and replace 
with wood railings.   

Review Body: Community Development Director (Type II) 

Property Owner: Johanna Omelia & Michael Waldock; 808 Elm Street SW, Albany, OR 97321 

Address/Location: 808 Elm Street SW, Albany, OR 97321 

Map/Tax Lot: Linn County Assessor’s Map No. 11S-04W-12AC; Tax Lot 4800 

Zoning: Elm Street (ES) with a Historic/(HD) Overlay (Local Inventory) 

On October 25, 2018, the Community Development Director granted TENTATIVE APPROVAL WITH 
CONDITIONS of the application referenced above. 

The City based its decision on the project’s conformance with the review criteria listed in the Albany Development 
Code (ADC).  The supporting documentation relied upon by the City in making this decision is available for review 
at City Hall, 333 Broadalbin Street SW.  For more information or questions, please contact the Project Planner, Travis 
North, at 541-791-0176, or Acting Planning Manager David Martineau at 541-917-7561. 

This notice of the tentative decision is mailed to the applicant and any party who provided written comments on the 
proposal.  A public hearing may be requested in writing ten days from notification if a person with standing believes 
that the conditions of approval do not adequately address the established approval criteria or alleviate adverse impacts 
on the neighborhood.  If no one requests a public hearing within the ten-day response period (by 5:00 p.m. on   
November 5, 2018), the tentative decision automatically becomes final without further notice [ADC 1.350(3)]. 

This land use decision shall expire three years from the date of approval unless the applicant has installed all of the 
required public infrastructure related to the development and the infrastructure has been accepted by the city, or the 
applicant has provided financial assurance for all required public infrastructure per Albany Development Code Section 
12.600, or if the development did not require public infrastructure, a valid building permit exists for new construction 
or improvements and work has commenced. 

 

  ________________________________  
 Community Development Director 

Request for Public Hearing Deadline: November 5, 2018 
Approval Expiration Date: October 25, 2021 
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Conditions of Approval 
Condition 1 The proposed alterations shall be as described and depicted in the application materials, staff analysis, 

and conditions listed below. 

Condition 2 Building Permits. The applicant shall obtain required building permits associated with the proposal.  
Work associated with the proposal shall comply with the Building Code, as adopted and amended by 
the State of Oregon; and other applicable state and local Codes and ordinances related to building, 
development, fire, health, and safety, including other provisions of the Albany Development Code. 
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Staff Report 
This report evaluates a Historic Review of Exterior Alteration application to replace the existing metal railings along 
the front porch stairway with wood railings that are identical in appearance and material composition to the existing 
wood railings that enclose the front porch. The metal railings are not original. The proposed railings will more closely 
approximate the historic character of the original structure.  The subject property is located at 808 SW Elm Street and 
is developed with a historic contributing house.  The analysis in this report finds that, as conditioned, the proposed 
alterations satisfy applicable review criteria (ADC 7.120(1)). 

Application Information 
Review Body: Community Development Director (Type II review) 

Staff Report Prepared By: Travis North, Project Planner 

Property Owner: Johanna Omelia & Michael Waldock; 808 Elm Street SW, Albany, OR 97321 

Address/Location: 808 Elm Street SW, Albany, OR 97321 

Map/Tax Lot: Linn County Assessor’s Map No. 11S-04W-12AC; Tax Lot 4800 

Zoning: Elm Street (ES) with a Historic/(HD) Overlay (Local Inventory) 

Total Land Area 8,276 square feet (0.19 acres) 

Existing Land Use: Residential Single Family 

Neighborhood: Broadway 

Surrounding Zoning: North: Elm Street (ES) District 
 East: Elm Street (ES) District 
 South Elm Street (ES) District 
 West Hackleman Monteith (HM) District 

Surrounding Uses: North: Residential 
  East: Office 
 South Office/Medical  
 West Residential 

Prior History: CU-07-75. Application to allow a child care center at the subject property.  
HI-08-10.  Application to replace windows with new wood windows. 

  

Notice Information 
On October 9, 2018, a Notice of Filing was mailed to property owners within 300 feet of the subject property.  As of 
October 23, 2018, no public testimony has been received. 

Analysis of Development Code Criteria 
Albany Development Code (ADC) criteria for Historic Review of Exterior Alteration (ADC 7.120(1)) are addressed 
in this report for the proposed development. The criteria must be satisfied to grant approval for this application.  Code 
criteria are written in bold followed by findings, conclusions, and conditions of approval where conditions are 
necessary to meet the review criteria. 
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Exterior Alteration Criteria (ADC 7.120(1)) 
The Director will approve residential alteration requests if one of the following criteria is met: 

a. There is no change in historic character, appearance, or material composition from the existing 
structure. 

b. The proposed alteration materially duplicates the affected exterior building features as determined 
from an early photograph, original building plans, or other evidence of original building features. 

c. The proposed alteration is not visible from the street.  

Findings of Fact 
1. According to the Historic Resource Survey (Attachment B), the home was constructed circa 1909 in Craftsman 

Architectural Style with a 20th Century architecture theme. The historic name is Anderson House and the common 
name is Chamberlin House.  The residence has two stories with a hip roof with open eaves and one-over-one 
double-hung windows. Decorative features include a gable dormer facing the street and ionic shingles at the 
basement level. The subject property is located outside the National Register Historic District, but is listed on the 
Local Historic Inventory.  

2. The house is located on a 0.19-acre parcel at the southwest corner of 8th Avenue and Elm Street (Attachment A). 
There is a detached accessory structure located at the northwest corner of the property. The house is set back 
approximately 20 feet from the property line along Elm Street and 24 feet from the property line along 8th Avenue.  

3. Exterior alterations proposed with this application include: 

a. Remove the non-original metal railings and replace with wood railings that are identical in appearance and 
material composition to the existing wood railings that enclose the front porch. 

4. Included in the applicant’s submittal is a scaled sketch of the proposed railings and photos of the existing porch 
railings. The existing porch railings qualify the application for ADC 7.120 (1) (b) based on “…evidence of original 
building features.”  

Conclusions 
1. Only one of the review criteria in ADC 7.120(1) must be met for the proposed alterations to be approved. 

2. The proposed alteration would replace the existing metal rails with wood rails that more closely approximate the 
historic character of the original structure. 

3. As proposed and conditioned, the proposed alteration materially duplicates the affected exterior building features 
as determined from an early photograph, original building plans, or other evidence of original building features.  
Specifically, the proposed alteration duplicates the existing wood railing that encloses the front porch as shown 
in the photos (Attachment C.2) and scaled design specifications (Attachment C.3) submitted by the applicant. As 
such the review criteria for a director-level decision based on compliance with ADC 7.120(1) (b) is satisfied.  

Overall Conclusion – Conditions of Approval 
The application for a Historic Review of Exterior Alteration satisfies all applicable review criteria (ADC 7.120(1)) with 
adherence to the following conditions of approval: 

Condition 1 The proposed alterations shall be as described and depicted in the application materials, staff analysis, 
and conditions listed below. 

Condition 2 Building Permits. The applicant shall obtain required building permits associated with the proposal.  
Work associated with the proposal shall comply with the Building Code, as adopted and amended by 
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the State of Oregon; and other applicable state and local Codes and ordinances related to building, 
development, fire, health, and safety, including other provisions of the Albany Development Code. 

 Attachments 
A. Location Map 
B. Historic Resource Survey 
C. Applicant’s Application Submittal  

1. Application 
2. Photos of existing wood rails 
3. Proposed railing design specifications 

Acronyms 
ADC  Albany Development Code 
ES  Elm Street Zoning District 
HD  Historic District Overlay 
HM  Hackleman Monteith Zoning District 
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Information for the Applicant 
Please read the following requirements.  This list is not meant to be all-inclusive; we have tried to compile requirements 
that relate to your specific type of development.  These requirements are not conditions of the land use decision.  They 
are Albany Municipal Code (AMC) or Albany Development Code (ADC) regulations or administrative policies of the 
Planning, Public Works, Fire, or Building Departments that you must meet as part of the development process.  You 
must comply with state, federal, and local law.  The issuance of this permit by the City of Albany does not eliminate 
the need for compliance with other federal, state, or local regulations.  It is the applicant’s responsibility to contact 
other federal, state, or local agencies or departments to ensure compliance with all applicable regulations. 

Planning 
Land use approval does not constitute Building or Public Works permit approvals. 

Building  
Permits 
1. Obtain Building Permits prior to any construction. 
2. Erosion Sediment Control Permits are required by Public Works prior to construction. 

Plan Review for Permits 
3. All plans submitted for review for building permits will need to be submitted electronically. Contact the Building 

Division front counter at ePlans@cityofalbany.net for details and instructions prior to submittal. 

Public Works – Engineering  
The City of Albany’s infrastructure records, drawings, and other documents have been gathered over many decades, 
using differing standards for quality control, documentation, and verification.  All information provided represents 
the current information we have in a readily available format.  While the information we provide is generally believed 
to be accurate, occasionally this information proves to be incorrect, and thus we do not warrant its accuracy.  Prior to 
making any property purchases or other investments based, in full or in part, upon the information provided, we 
specifically advise that you independently field verify the information contained in our records. 

mailto:ePlans@cityofalbany.net
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